The Book T




THE BOOK THIEF

For the Teacher

This reproducible study guide consists of instructional material to use in con-
junction with the novel The Book Thief. Written in chapter-by-chapter format, the guide
contains a synopsis, pre-reading activities, vocabulary and comprehension exercises, as

well as extension activities to be used as follow-up to the novel.

NOVEL-TIES are either for whole class instruction using a single title or for
group instruction where each group uses a different novel appropriate to its reading
level. Depending upon the amount of time allotted to it in the classroom, each novel,

with its guide and accompanying lessons, may be completed in two to four weeks.

The first step in using NOVEL-TIES is to distribute to each student a copy
of the novel and a folder containing all of the duplicated worksheets. Begin instruction
by selecting several pre-reading activities in order to set the stage for the reading
ahead. Vocabulary exercises for each chapter always precede the reading so that new
words will be reinforced in the context of the book. Use the questions on the chapter

worksheets for class discussion or as written exercises.

The benefits of using NOVEL-TIES are numerous. Students read good
literature in the original, rather than in abridged or edited form. The good reading
habits formed by practice in focusing on interpretive comprehension and literary tech-
niques will be transferred to the books students read independently. Passive readers

become active, avid readers.

Novel-Ties® are printed on recycled paper.

The purchase of this study guide entitles an individual teacher to reproduce pages for
use in a classroom. Reproduction for use in an entire school or school system or for commercial
use is prohibited. Beyond the classroom use by an individual teacher, reproduction, transmittal
or retrieval of this work is prohibited without written permission from the publisher.

Copyright © 2009 by LEARNING LINKS INC.



THE BOOK THIEF

SYNOPSIS

This is the story of Liesel Meminger, a young German girl who is placed in fos-
ter care during the early years of World War II by a mother too ill to care for her any
longer. On the train to Molching, a small German town where she and her brother are to
stay for the duration of the war, Liesel’s brother dies from tuberculosis. On this terrible
day, Liesel discovers a copy of The Gravedigger’s Handbook, the first of a series of books
she will find or steal. “Death,” the personification who narrates the book, will always
think of Liesel as the book thief; curious about this lonely, intelligent child, he decides
to tell her story.

Liesel is left on her own to adapt to her new life with the Hubermanns, a
middle-aged couple with two grown children, one a card-carrying Nazi soldier. Rosa
Hubermann, the foster mother, is a choleric, short-tempered woman with hidden reser-
voirs of sympathy. Hans Hubermann, in contrast, is a gentle house-painter who plays the
accordion and wants only a life of harmony. It is Hans who makes Liesel feel at home and
tends to her through the long months of nightmares in the wake of her abandonment.

These are tumultuous years, as Hitler’s policies ravage the Jewish communities
and bring privation and suffering to Europe. Even Death is appalled by the numbers of
souls he must carry off. There are serious food shortages, book burnings, and the assign-
ment of air raid shelters. Liesel goes to school, making fast friends with Rudy Steiner,
her irrepressible neighbor and classmate, while Rosa Hubermann takes in laundry to
supplement the family income. Work is scarce for Hans; he is not a member of the Nazi
Party, having violated the Aryan code by painting over the hateful graffiti on the door of a
Jewish shop. His lack of steady employment, however, gives Hans time to teach Liesel to
read, and she slowly becomes a lover of words.

These are hungry years, as Rosa loses many of her customers and feeds the
family on watery soup and bread. Rudy and Liesel join a local gang to steal food. Liesel,
though, would rather steal books, and finds in the unprotected library of the mayor’s home
a treasure trove of volumes. An odd, secretive relationship develops between the grieving
wife of the mayor and the book thief. Life takes on a pattern of surface conformity and
covert acts of petty crime and resistance. Rudy and Liesel despise Nazi brutality, but join
the Hitler youth groups that have sprung up all over Germany.

When a young Jewish refugee comes to hide out in the basement of the
Hubermanns’ home, the inhumanity of Nazism takes on a human face. Max Vandenburg

is the son of a man who saved Hans Hubermann’s life during the first World War. Hans
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owes his dead friend the act of compassion that could easily jeopardize the lives of every-
one in his household.

During his months in the basement, Max becomes part of the family and forges
a strong bond with Liesel. But when another act of compassion on the part of Hans
makes Max’s continued residence with the Hubermanns too risky, the young Jewish man
must flee. Liesel encounters him later in the war, when he has become a prisoner at
Dachau concentration camp. Yet, Death will not come to carry Max’s soul away yet. It is
the Hubermanns who will die in an air strike that decimates the neighborhood and
leaves Liesel alone again. In the midst of her loss and despair, the mayor’s wife comes to
claim her and give her another home.

In 1945, the war has ended. Liesel is helping out in Alex Steiner’s tailor shop
when Max Vandenburg reappears, having miraculously survived Dachau. The story
jumps forward in time, and Liesel is now an old woman living in Sydney, Australia.
Death has read her story and gently comes to claim her soul. He will not soon forget the
touching history of the book thief, one of the good Germans who steadfastly kept her

humanity and her courage during one of the most terrible eras of modern history.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Seeds of World War 11

During the 1930s Germany, soundly defeated in World War I, gathered strength
under the leadership of the fanatical nationalist Adolf Hitler. Hitler and his Nazi Party
rearmed Germany, breaking the Versailles Treaty of 1919 that had been designed to keep
peace throughout Europe. Hitler’s trained thugs murdered political opponents, clearing
his way to power. The Nazi leader entered into a series of negotiations that would allow
Germany to dominate eastern Europe. Envisioning themselves as a superior or “master”
race, the Nazis ultimately planned to rule northern Europe as well.

Hitler carefully laid his political groundwork. The 1934 non-aggression pact he
signed with Poland was a ploy to keep the Poles from arming against Germany. Hitler
then signed an agreement with Stalin, Russia’s leader, dividing Poland between them. In
1936, the Italian leader Mussolini also signed a non-aggression pact with Germany. In
1938, the Nazi-run government incorporated Austria and parts of Czechoslovakia into an
empire known as “the Third Reich.”

The stage was set for another world war. When France and Great Britain failed
to act quickly to stop Hitler, the Germans opened hostilities, launching a massive air
offensive on Warsaw and the surrounding area. The Nazis gained control of Poland within
three weeks. With Poland as its base, the German army launched its campaign across

Europe, leaving destruction and death in its wake.

Hitler and the Jews

In 1933, when Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany, a national census
showed that the Jewish population of Germany numbered around 600,000, representing
less than one percent of the country’s total population. Of these, approximately eighty
percent held German citizenship. The remaining twenty percent were mainly Jews of
Polish descent. Why did this ethnic group pose such a serious threat to Hitler’s ideal
Germany? The answer lies in the long history of anti-Semitism, particularly in Europe.
Jews were persecuted in Spain and in Russia, where they were coerced to convert to

Christianity or face dire consequences. In general, the Jews tended to retain their own
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religious and cultural beliefs, although some did convert in order to conform to social
expectations. In addition to the religious issue, Jews sometimes acted as money-lenders
and were then scapegoated for the economic problems of the citizenry.

Hitler was not Germany’s first rabid anti-Semite. He was greatly influenced by
Karl Lueger, mayor of Vienna, Austria from 1897 to 1910. The leader of the Christian
Social Party, Lueger garnered voters with his platform of religious and racial homogeneity.
He drew his support largely from the lower middle class, exploiting prejudices and
attributing financial hardships to the practices of the Jews.

Hitler found it politically expedient to take the same approach. In Mein Kampf,
he accused Jews of deliberately attempting to pollute the pure German gene pool, of rob-
bing Aryans, and of destroying the nation’s social fabric. His propaganda became effective
during the Great Depression, when the economic collapse put many out of work. Hitler’s
government introduced a strict program of segregation of the Jews, prohibiting them
from attending mainstream schools and from doing business with Aryans, or “pure”
Germans. The government smiled on thugs who destroyed Jewish property and terrorized
Jewish communities.

With the passing of the Nuremberg Laws of 1935, German Jews lost their
rights as citizens, and intermarriage between Jews and non-Jews was prohibited. As acts
of violence and outrage against Jews increased, many fled Germany. Those who remained
behind suffered greatly from lack of food and medicines. Organized death squads killed
thousands in Germany and Eastern Europe. In 1938, the assassination of a German
diplomat by a Jewish teenager touched off a Nazi retaliation of astonishing brutality—
Kristallnacht, or “night of broken glass,” when Nazis and SS storm troopers smashed the
windows in Jewish stores, committing murder and acts of violence along the way. There
were also mass arrests that resulted in the expropriation of Jewish monies and properties
by government officials.

In 1942, the Nazis instituted the concentration camps, where prisoners were
worked to death, shot, or gassed. The vast majority of German and Polish Jews ended up
in these camps; relatively few survived Hitler’s Final Solution. The Allies liberated the
camps in 1945, with the defeat of the Axis Powers. Hitler would not live to face trial for
the genocide he had orchestrated. He committed suicide in April, 1945, when the Red

Army invaded Germany.
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Jesse Owens

James Cleveland Owens was born in Lawrence County, Alabama in 1913 and
raised in Cleveland, Ohio. Owens, the grandson of a slave, was often sick as a child. He
was given the name Jesse by a teacher in Cleveland who did not understand his country
accent.

Jesse grew up in poverty, taking odd jobs delivering groceries, loading freight
cars, and working in a shoe repair shop as a young teenager. During this time, he realized
that he had a passion for running, encouraged by his junior-high track coach.

Owens first came to national attention when he was a high school student and
equaled the record of 9.4 seconds in the 100-yard dash and long-jumped 24 feet 9% inches
at the 1933 National High School Championship of Chicago.

Owens attended Ohio State University where he won a record of eight individ-
ual NCAA championships. Although Owens enjoyed athletic success, he had to live off-
campus with other African-American athletes. When he traveled with the team, he had to
eat at “black-only” restaurants, and sleep in “black-only” hotels.

In 1936 Owens was selected to compete for the United States in the Summer
Olympics in Berlin. Adolf Hitler was using the games to show the world a resurgent Nazi
Germany and the superiority of the Aryan race. Owens, however, won four gold medals.
Hitler publicly snubbed Owens, shaking hands only with German victors.

When Owens returned to the United States, he was given a hero’s welcome, but
it was short-lived. As an African-American before the Civil Rights movement in America,
Owens suffered the injustices of his race and eventually filed for bankruptcy. It wasn’t
until 1966 that his rehabilitation began and he lived out the rest of his life as a U.S.

goodwill ambassador. Owens died of lung cancer at the age of 66.
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PRE-READING ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Preview the book by reading the title and the author’s name and by looking at the
illustration on the cover. What do you think this novel will be about? When and
where does it take place?

2. Social Studies Connection: The Holocaust killed six million Jews and millions
of other “undesirable” Europeans, including Gypsies, political dissenters, disabled
people, and Soviet prisoners of war. Read the Background Information on page three
of this study guide and do some additional research to learn more about the genocide
orchestrated by Hitler and his Nazi troops and how it affected European Jewry and
other minorities. Record information in the first two columns of the K-W-L chart,
such as the one below. Fill in the third column after you finish the book.

What I Know What I Would Like To Know What I Learned
-K- -W- -L-

3. Have you read any other books or seen any films about the Holocaust and the rise of
the Nazis to power? How did these circumstances affect the lives of the characters in
the book or film? What did you learn about life for both Jews and non-Jews during
World War II?

4. A stereotype is an oversimplified image of a group of people, usually held in common
by some part of society. How can stereotypes be harmful? What do you think people
can do to overcome stereotyping? Have you noticed any examples of stereotyping in
your community or in the media?

5. The narrator of The Book Thief is Death, who is not portrayed in the usual way. As
you read the book, consider how Death is characterized and determine how he differs
from the usual portrayal in literature and art.

6. The Book Thief urges the reader to consider the power of words—both the written
and spoken word. As you read, think about the ways the characters in the story were
affected by words and how they influenced others through language. Then think
about the significance of words in your own life.

7. Read the Background Information on Jesse Owens on page five of this study guide
and do some additional research to learn why Rudy, one of the main characters in the
book, idolized this track star.
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Pre-Reading Activities and Discussion Questions (cont.)

10.

In wartime, conventional notions of morality and legality are continually tested.
Throughout The Book Thief, the main characters must make decisions about how to
behave, decisions that usually prove fateful. How do you think you would act if the
law dictated that you treat others unfairly? Do you think you would follow the law or
obey the call of your own conscience?

In this novel, characters are sometimes pushed to the limits of their courage, endurance,
and resourcefulness. In The Book Thief, wartime conditions lead characters to lie,
steal, hide, and pretend loyalties that they do not actually feel. With a group of class-
mates, discuss possible situations that might test a person’s survival skills, such as
cunning, speed, powers of observation, and the ability to adapt to stressful circum-
stances. Make a list of these situations. Which ones seem most challenging?

This novel explores nontraditional, or unusual, relationships. Characters are brought
together by hardship and chance, gradually developing strong bonds of attachment.
What kinds of family relationships have you heard of or experienced, other than those
created by blood ties? Make a list of those relationships and reflect on them as you
read The Book Thief.
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PROLOGUE, PART ONE

Vocabulary: Draw a line from each word on the left to its definition on the right. Then
use the numbered words to fill in the blanks in the sentences below.

10.

10.

1
2
3
4.
5.
6
7
8
9

affable a. showing intensity of feeling

lethal b. promising; favorable

vehement c. harsh; grating; disorderly

auspicious d. scold

raucous e. state of disease, death, or unwholesomeness
catalyst f. fatal; deadly

abducted g. without warmth of feeling

morbidity h. carried off unlawfully

berate i. agent that stirs a person or thing to action
frigid j. easy to approach; pleasant

After working as the congresswoman’s aide, I was a(n) supporter
of her candidacy for governor.

Most people consider a wedding to be a(n) occasion.

The of the movie makes it unsuitable for children to view.

Uncontrolled by their government or military officers, ordinary soldiers
enemy foot soldiers and officers.

Thrusting out her hand stiffly, my new neighbor offered me a(n)
but polite welcome.

This flock of crows frightened away all of the smaller birds in
the area.

The bite of a scorpion is not always , but it is certainly harmful.
I waited for my teacher to me when I failed to turn in my report
on time.

A persuasive leader can be a(n) for positive or negative change.
My uncle’s manner makes him a favorite with children and
adults.
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Prologue, Part One (cont.)

Questions:

1.

L

© > N30 o

10.

11.

What did Death find painful about his duties?
What mistake did Death make at the train line?
What tragedy struck Liesel’s family while aboard the train?

Why were Liesel and her brother Werner supposed to be placed in foster care in
January 1939?

Why did Death think it was foolish for the poor to travel to escape poverty?

Why was the book about grave digging significant to Liesel?

What helped Liesel adjust to her foster home?

Why was school a failure for Liesel?

What was Rudy’s father trying to teach his son on the night of the Jesse Owens incident?

Why did Liesel insist on participating in the reading examination? Why did it end in
disaster?

Why did the narrator’s workload increase in the beginning of September 1939?

Questions for Discussion:

1.

Why do you suppose that Death saw life in terms of color and referred to color in terms
of taste? What tastes would you assign to colors such as red, blue, green, yellow, and

purple?

Why do you think the Hubermanns insisted that Liesel call them “Mama” and “Papa™?

Do you think German citizens, such as Alex Steiner or Hans Hubermann, were justified
in showing passive acceptance to the Nazi regime? What else might they have done?

Do you think Liesel’s hostility toward Ludwig Schmeikl was justified? In your opinion,
what was the primary cause of her attack?

Literary Devices:

L

Point of View—Point of view in literature refers to the person telling the story. This
person is called the narrator. The story may be told by the author (first-person narra-
tive) or by a character in the story (third-person narrative). From what point of view
is this story told?

Why do you think the author chose this point of view? Is the narrator objective or
opinionated? Are the narrator’s frequent comments thought-provoking or intrusive?
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Prologue, Part One (cont.)

II.

I1I.

IV.

Personification—Personification is a device in which an author grants human quali-
ties to nonhuman objects or concepts. For example, in this novel, death is personified
and given the attributes of thoughts and emotions:

I buckled—I became interested. In the girl. Curiosity got the
better of me, and I resigned myself to stay as long as my schedule
allowed, and I watched.

How does the use of personification shape the reader’s reactions to Death? What is
surprising or unexpected about the author’s personification of this universal condition?

Metaphor—A metaphor is a suggested or implied comparison between two unlike
objects. For example:

On the footpath, Liesel stood with her papa and Rudy. Hans
Hubermann wore a face with the shades pulled down.

What is being compared?

What does this reveal about Hans Hubermann’s reaction to the Nazi rally?

Irony—Irony refers to the difference between the way things seem to be and the way
things are. What was ironic about the first book that Liesel “stole”?
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Prologue, Part One (cont.)

Literary Elements:

I. Setting—Setting refers to the time and place where the events of a novel occur. What
is the setting of The Book Thief?

How does the setting shape the events in the novel?

II. Characterization—Compare the characters of Liesel and Rudy in the Venn diagram
below. Record the ways they are alike in the overlapping part of the circles. Add infor-
mation as you continue to read the book.

Liesel

Writing Activity:

Write about a real or imagined day in your life in which you use color imagery to describe
the setting and the events that happen, as the author did in the Prologue.
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PARTS TWO, THREE

Vocabulary: Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Draw a line from each word in
column A to its synonym in column B. Then use the words in column A to fill in the blanks

in the sentences below.

flippant
culminate
prolific
agitation
animosity
transgressor

benign

® N ok W N

pensive

®

thoughtful
b. disturbance
c. disrespectful

d. conclude

e. culprit

f.  enmity

g. abundant
h. good

1. As the victim of an automobile accident looked over the people on the police lineup,

he hoped the

would have a guilty expression on his face.

2. Although I was expecting the worst, I had such a(n) visit with my
aunt that she invited me back again.

3. My expression changed from to jubilant as I realized the letter
from a stranger announced that I had inherited a great deal of money.

4. The tour will

in a visit to the Grand Canyon, and then we will

return home.

5. Her

6. The artist was so

attitude was inappropriate to the serious circumstances.

that he ran out of room to store his paintings.

7. The suspect’s

became obvious when his body trembled as the

police questioned him.

8. The

warfare.

between the two neighboring nations finally erupted in
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Parts Two, Three (cont.)

Questions:

1.

10.

11.

How did Hans Hubermann’s Christmas gift to Liesel reveal the depth of his feelings
for her?

How did the Hubermann’s financial situation reflect the general state of Germany’s
economy in the 1930s?

Why did Mama Hubermann decide to risk sending Liesel on the important business
of laundry pickup and delivery?

Why did the Hubermanns avoid any discussion of Liesel’s mother in front of her
daughter?

In what important respect did Hans Junior differ from his father?

Why did Hans Junior accuse his father of cowardice? What was the “mistake” Papa
Hubermann had committed?

Why did the people of Molching hold a bonfire? What shocking realization met Liesel
when she listened to the speaker at the bonfire?

Why did Papa Hubermann slap Liesel?
Why did Papa Hubermann buy a copy of Hitler’s Mein Kampf?

Why did Liesel avoid the mayor’s house for some time? And then, why did she change
radically and look forward to delivering laundry to the mayor’s house?

Why did Max Vandenburg read a copy of Mein Kampf on the train?

Questions for Discussion:

1.

Do you think Liesel deserved to be punished for taking money to mail letters to her
mother? Was Rosa justified in meting out such a harsh punishment?

Do you think there was some way that Hans could have made peace with his son?
Why didn’t he?

In what ways might Hans Hubermann have been considered a hero and not a coward
as he had been accused by his son?

What silent understanding do you think passed between Liesel and the mayor’s wife?
Why do you suppose Ilse Hermann allowed Liesel to browse through her library?

Do you think that the thievery practiced by Rudy, Liesel, and the other children was
justified?

What do you think is the relationship between Max and Hans Hubermann?

How is each of Liesel’s book titles an ironic comment on the times? What is ironic
about the title of Max Vandenburg’s book?

LEARNING LINKS INC. 13
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Parts Two, Three (cont.)

Literary Devices:

L.

II.

I1I.

IV.

Symbolism—A symbol in literature is a person, object, or event that stands for an
idea or a set of ideas. What does the book The Grave Digger’s Handbook symbolize?

What does the conclusion of reading the book symbolize?

Verbal irony—Verbal irony is a figure of speech in which the speaker says one thing,
but intends something quite different. The device of verbal irony may include sarcasm,
overstatement, and understatement. For instance, the narrator says that World War
IT was the result of the Germans’ love of burning things. What tells you that this
statement should not be taken literally, at face value?

Flashback and Flash Forward—A writer can play with time sequence to achieve par-

ticular effects. A flashback is a scene which takes the narrative back to a time before

the current point in the plot. A flash forward reveals what will happen at some future
point in the story. What instances of flashback and flash forward can you find in this

section of The Book Thief? What do you learn from these interruptions to the normal

sequence of the plot?

Cliffhanger—A clifthanger is a device borrowed from silent serialized films in which
an episode would end abruptly at a moment of heightened tension or suspense. In a
book it usually appears at the end of a chapter to encourage the reader to continue on
in the book. What is the cliffhanger at the end of Part Three?

Writing Activity:

Imagine that you are Hans or Rosa Hubermann and write a journal entry describing your
feelings about Liesel and life in Nazi Germany.
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PART FOUR

Vocabulary: Antonyms are words with opposite meanings. Draw a line from each word
in column A to its antonym in column B. Then use the words in column A to fill in the
blanks in the sentences below.

1. malignant a. cheerful

2. ostracism b. confidence
3. capitulate c. gentle

4. morose d. benign

5. dormant e. subtle

6. abrasive f. acceptance
7. trepidation g. resist

8. blatant h. active

1. Failure to conform to society’s accepted values may lead to a person’s

2. In winter, frogs and fish lie underneath the ice in a(n) state.

3. The tone of the speaker angered and offended many in the
audience.

4. With great , the boy knocked on the door of the spooky old house.

5. “You cannot possibly expect me to believe such a(n) lie!” shouted

the angry man.

6. With the enormous loss of troops, the general was forced to to
the enemy.

7. It was typical in old silent films for the villain to wear a(n)
sneer at all times.

8. Judging from my friend’s expression, I assumed he had just
received some terrible news.
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Part Four (cont.)

Questions:

1.

S A

How did Erik Vandenburg save Hans Hubermann’s life in the first World War?

How was a relationship forged between Hans Hubermann and Erik Vandenburg’s son
Max? Why did Hans feel compelled to help Max?

Why did Hans’s business go into decline after 19337

Why were Max’s adolescent peers surprised by his aggressiveness?
What burden of guilt did Max Vandenburg bear?

Why did Hans risk frightening Liesel terribly?

What factors helped to create the bond between Max and Liesel?

Questions for Discussion:

1.

What qualities do you think Rosa Hubermann demonstrated after Max’s arrival?
Were you surprised by her behavior under these challenging circumstances?

Do you think Hans and Rosa should have required Max to leave after the hand-holding
episode with Liesel?

How do you suppose Max’s years of street fighting helped him during the years before
and during World War II?

Do you think Hans was more motivated to help Max for political reasons or his need
to keep a promise?

Why do you think Max created The Standover Man for Liesel? What was significant
about the materials he used to make the book?

Literary Devices:

L.

II.

Symbolism—What do you think the accordion symbolized?

Flashback—Why do you think the narrator provided a flashback to Hans Hubermann’s
World War I experiences?
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Part Four (cont.)

III. Metaphor—What implied comparison is being made in the following comment about
war?

The conversation of bullets.

IV. Simile—A simile is a figure of speech in which two unlike objects are compared using
the words “like” or “as.” For example:

Sometimes there was humor in Max Vandenburg’s voice, though its
physicality was like friction—like a stone being gently rubbed across
a large rock.

What is being compared?

Why is this an apt comparison?

Writing Activity:

Return to Max’s “Pages from the Basement.” Then create your own picture book tribute to
a special friend or family member.
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PART FIVE

Vocabulary: Use the words in the Word Box and the clues below to complete the
crossword puzzle.

WORD BOX

admonish commence frugal malice

amiable diminutive hypocrite rebate

audible frail hypothermia venom

1.
2.
3.
4,
5. 6.
7. 8.
9.
10.
Across Down
1. spending as little as possible 1. physically weak; delicate
4. able to be heard 2. desire to harm others or see others
. suffer
5. begin; start
o 3. abnormally low body temperature
7. extremely small in size
4. scold gently

9. return of part of a payment

) ) 6. good-natured and likeable

10. one who practices or professes beliefs
that one does not hold 8. poison, in a snake or insect

LEARNING LINKS INC.
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Part Five (cont.)

Questions:

1. Why did Liesel scavenge from garbage pails on the days she went on her laundry
route?

2. How did Max make time pass as he spent days and weeks in the Hubermanns’
basement?

3. Why was Liesel outraged against the mayor’s wife?

4. Why didn’t Rosa Hubermann punish Liesel after learning how Liesel had insulted the
mayor’s wife?

5. Why had Viktor Chemmel assumed the leadership of the gang of thieves?

6. Why was Tommy Miiller punished during the Hitler Youth drill? Why was Rudy
Steiner punished along with him?

7. Why did Lisa and Rudy feel compelled to commit a significant robbery by themselves?

8. What evidence showed that almost all of the German population was suffering under

the Nazi regime?

Questions for Discussion:

1.

Why do you suppose the narrator flashed forward to Rudy Steiner’s death? Do you
think this knowledge improves or lessens your appreciation of the book?

How do you think Max and Liesel felt about one another?
In your opinion did Ilse Hermann deserve Liesel’s anger?

Do you think Rudy deserved the punishment he received at Franz’s hands? Could he
have avoided it?

In what ways did Franz Deutscher embody the attitude of Hitler’s regime? How did
his surname confirm this?

What do you think was significant about the book entitled The Whistler? Is there a
common theme that connects the books Liesel has stolen?

Literary Devices:

L

Symbolism—What did the dream of Max fighting with the Fiihrer symbolize?

What did Max’s over-written pages of Mein Kampf symbolize?

LEARNING LINKS INC. 19



THE BOOK THIEF

Part Five (cont.)

II. Personification—What is being personified as Liesel thinks about Max while she is
visiting the mayor’s wife?

As the book quivered in her [Liesel’s] lap, the secret sat in her mouth.
It made itself comfortable, it crossed its legs.

Why was this better than saying, “Liesel kept her secret about Max to herself”?

Notice how time is personified at the beginning of the chapter titled “The Boxer: End
of May.” How does Max characterize “time”?

Cooperative Learning Activity: Prediction

Work with a group of your classmates to predict what will happen in the story. Write your
predictions in response to each of the following questions:

Will Rosa and Hans survive the war?

Will the Nazis capture Max?

Will Liesel accidentally betray the presence of Max in the Hubermann home?
Will Rudy turn out to be a heroic figure?

Will there be serious consequences from Liesel’s last encounter with the mayor’s
wife?

Social Studies Connection: Heroes of World War Two

Do some research to find out about ordinary citizens who risked their lives to hide Jews
or help them escape Nazi Germany and the occupied countries. Prepare an oral presenta-
tion to deliver to a group of classmates or to the entire class.

Writing Activities:

1. Write about an everyday act of heroism that you have witnessed. What made the
actions of the person or people involved heroic?

2. Imagine that you are Rudy Steiner and write a letter to Liesel expressing your true
feelings for her. Use episodes from the novel upon which to base your letter.
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PART SIX

Vocabulary: Word analogies are equations in which the first pair of words has the same
relationship as the second set of words. For example: ASCENT is to DESCENT as
TRAGEDY is to COMEDY. Both sets of words are opposites. Choose a word from the
Word Box to complete each of the analogies below.

WORD BOX
amble paradox
delicate retreat
immense verge
interior vigilance

1. ROOF is to EXTERIOR as KITCHEN is to

2. WALK is to as RACE is to SPRINT.

3. STURDY is to MARBLE as is to CRYSTAL.

4. BRINK s to as ATTEMPT is to TRY.

5. BALANCE is to TIGHTROPE WALKER as is to GUARD.
6. is to PUZZLE as FEAR is to TREPIDATION.

7. is to MINUTE as FATIGUED is to RESTED.

8. VICTORIOUS is to ADVANCE as DEFEATED is to

Questions:
1. How did “Death” characterize the year 1942?

2. Why was Christmas Day 1942 a special time for those who resided in Hans
Hubermann’s home?

3. Why did Max wait so long to reveal his illness to the family?

-~

Why did Liesel blame herself for bringing snow into the basement in order to build
the snowman?

What did Liesel hope to accomplish by bringing presents to the unconscious Max?
Why did Rosa Hubermann make an unplanned visit to Liesel’s school?
Why did Liesel deliberately injure her leg while playing outdoors?

Why did Death say that the sky was “the color of Jews”? How did Death respond to
the mass destruction of human lives?

® N > o
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Part Six (cont.)

Questions for Discussion:

1.

Why do you think the author has “Death” narrate this tale, using a chatty, somewhat
ironic tone? Do you think this adds or detracts from the book’s serious themes?

Why do you think Rosa Hubermann always wanted to appear tough and unemotional?
In what ways did this book offer an unusual characterization of “Death”?

Why do you think Liesel was able to enter the mayor’s house with ease and rob books
each time?

How did Liesel’s dream about her brother and Max Vandenburg mirror the conflicts
in her own life?

Literary Devices:

L.

I

III.

Simile—What is being compared in the following passage?

. . . she [Liesel] stood on Munich Street and watched a single giant

cloud come over the hills like a white monster. . . . The sun was
eclipsed, and in its place, a white beast with a gray heart watched
the town.

Why is this better than saying, “A cloud crossed the sky”?

Cliffhanger—What is the cliffhanger at the end of page 3247

Symbolism—What was the symbolic importance of the last book Liesel obtained,
The Dream Carrier?
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Part Six (cont.)

Social Studies Connections:

1. Do some research to determine why “Death” compared the years 79 and 1346 with
the year 1942. What important events happened in these years? What other years
might also be used in this comparison?

2. Do some research to learn about the bombing of the city of Cologne in Germany
during World War II. How much of the city was destroyed and how many people
were killed and wounded?

Writing Activities:

1. Imagine that you are a reporter for a foreign newspaper and interview Max while he
is in hiding in the Hubermann’s basement. Write some questions you might ask him
about his past experiences, current state of mind, and expectations for the future.

2. Imagine that you are the mayor’s wife. Write a letter to Liesel explaining the reasons
for your actions. In your letter, try to capture the personality and voice of the writer.
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PART SEVEN

Vocabulary: Draw a line from each word on the left to its definition on the right. Then
use the numbered words to fill in the blanks in the sentences below.

® N oA N

depleted a. fear of future trouble or evil
trilogy b. used up

formidable c. pretend

loathsome d. dreadful; menacing
apprehension e. useless

feign f. unchangeable

immutable g. three-part work of literature
futile h. offensive; disgusting

Having enjoyed the first two plays, I looked forward to seeing the last play in the

My feelings of grew as the storm approached.

Once our supplies of food and water were , we knew we had to be
rescued before nightfall.

With a cast protecting my broken leg, I knew it would be to try out
for the basketball team.
Afraid that I would be a(n) competitor, my opponent dropped out

of the tennis match.

The cause of the odor that filled the kitchen was a glass of milk
that had been left out on the counter overnight.

Having been tipped off ahead of time, I could only astonishment
when everyone cried, “Surprise.”

Faced with the host’s set of rules and regulations, the guests
became uncomfortable and left early.
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Part Seven (cont.)

Questions:

1. What caused the brief period of contentment for Liesel and Papa Hubermann during
the summer of 1942?

2. Why did Rudy want to excel at athletic competition?

3. Why did Liesel conclude that she was a criminal even though Ilse Hermann gave her
permission to steal books?

4. Why didn’t Death feel sympathy for the Germans who hid in their basements during
the air raids?

5. Why did the possible bombing of Molching place Max in particular danger?

6. What service did Liesel perform during the second air raid on Molching?

7. Why did Max have to leave 33 Himmel Street?

8. Why was Hans Hubermann guilt-ridden days after the incident at the march?

Questions for Discussion:

1.

2.

Why do you suppose Rudy got himself disqualified from the final race of the day and
then left his medals behind?

Why do you think the author included entries from the dictionary/thesaurus given
Liesel by Ilse Hermann?

Why do you think the author placed the parade of Jews on their way to Dachau in the
unfolding story of The Book Thief?

Why might Death have agreed with Hans Hubermann that his act of compassion was
“stupid”?

Literary Devices:

L

Irony—Why is it ironic that a book helped the Germans live through the second air
raid in Molching?

Why is it ironic that Frau Holtzapfels wanted Liesel to continue reading that same
book to her?

Why is it ironic that Hans suffered feelings of guilt after giving the dying Jewish man
a piece of bread?

LEARNING LINKS INC. 25



THE BOOK THIEF

Part Seven (cont.)

II. Allusion—An allusion is a literary reference to a familiar person, place, or event.

III.

IV.

Allusions may give readers a common reference point and also confer authenticity
on a work of literature. For example, in this section of the novel, the narrator
explains that the Jewish prisoners were being marched through the streets of
Molching to demonstrate the efficiency of the Dachau work camp. If you are not
familiar with the name Dachau, do some research to learn about what happened to
prisoners of that camp.

Extended Metaphor—An extended metaphor is a suggested or implied comparison
that continues on. The chapter “The Long Walk to Dachau” begins with the events of
the day being compared to “an ocean sky, with whitecap clouds.” Scan the chapter and
find other examples of events being compared to stormy waters.

Personification—What is being personified as Liesel contemplates the glorious sum-
mer with Papa that is coming to an abrupt end?

The brightness had shown suffering the way.

Social Studies Connection: Hitler Youth

Do some research to find out how young people were indoctrinated into Nazism. What
was the purpose of such organizations? How did they fit into the psychology of fascism
and militarism? Prepare a brief written or oral report on your findings.

Writing Activity:

1.

Imagine that you are Max and are able to write a letter to the family that has shel-
tered you before you decided to flee. Express your gratitude to the Hubermanns, your
special fondness for Liesel, and your criticism of Nazi Germany as it appeared in
Molching.

Imagine that you are an objective multi-national observer assigned to report on condi-
tions in Molching during World War II. Write that report.
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PART EIGHT

Vocabulary: Use the context to determine the meaning of the underlined word in each of
the following sentences. Circle the letter of the definition you choose.

1. We asked everyone to wish us good luck before we began our hike
up the steep, rocky mountain.
a. gradual b. perilous c. safe d. fortuitous
2. It is dangerous to return to the fire zone because the ashes are still
on the ground.
a. leaping b. crackling c. smoldering d. dousing
3. I was so absorbed in the book I was reading that I was to the storm
that was raging outside my window.
a. oblivious b. conscious c. listening d. engaging
4. Aware that I had not trained hard enough, I had strong feelings of
as I began the race.
a. anxiety b. victory c. exhaustion d. relief
5. Knowing that I had been out of work for the past year, the doctor agreed to accept
payment for the treatment.
a. anticipated b. dwindling c. total d. partial
6. The rubber patch was only a solution for my tire problem.
a. permanent b. temporary c. practical d. judicious
7. My students’ stares made it perfectly clear that they did not under-
stand the lesson.
a. accusatory b. inquisitive c. vacant d. disinterested
8. Itis to expect an untrained actor to play the part of Hamlet.
a. dramatic b. fortunate c. solemn d. ludicrous
Questions:
1. Why did “the coat men” visit Alex Steiner’s house?
2. Why was Rudy selected for examination by the Nazi medical authorities? What was
ironic about his selection?
3. Why were the middle-aged Alex Steiner and Hans Hubermann drafted?
4. How did Hans Hubermann’s job in the German army suit him?
5. Why did Liesel and Rudy go to observe the third march of the Jews to Dachau?
6. Why did Liesel take Rudy to his father’s abandoned shop on Christmas night?
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Part Eight (cont.)

Questions for Discussion:

1.
2.
3.

What do you suppose transformed Rudy Steiner from an apple thief into a bread giver?
Why do you think Hans Hubermann’s letters home were so brief?

Why do you think the author showed German soldiers, such as Hans Hubermann,
performing civilian tasks instead of being shown on a battlefield? And why did he
focus on ordinary German civilians during wartime?

What do you think Max’s book revealed about the power of words? How might words
represent both beauty and evil? What message do you think the story imparted?

Why do you think Liesel did not seize the opportunity to kiss Rudy inside his father’s
shop on Christmas night?

Literary Devices:

L.

I

III.

Personification—What is being personified in the following passage?

Even when they made it around the corner, away from the center
of the wreckage, the haze of the collapsed building attempted to
follow. It was white and warm, and it crept behind them.

Why is it better than saying, “smoke from the collapsed buildings filled the air™?

Allegory—An allegory is a work in which characters, events, or settings symbolize, or
represent, something else. Max Vandenburg’s illustrated story for Liesel is allegorical
because the events and actions are symbolic and not intended to be taken literally.
For instance:

Soon, the demand for the lovely ugly words and symbols increased
to such a point that the forests grew. Many people were needed to
maintain them. Some were employed to climb the trees and throw the
words down to those below. They were then fed directly into the remainder
of the Fuhrer’s people, not to mention those who came back for more.

How do the words and symbols that sprout from these trees relate to the political
situation in Hitler’s Germany?

Symbolism—What did Rudy’s lined-up dominoes, described at the beginning of Part
Eight, symbolize?

Writing Activity:
Write a paragraph in which you consider the saying “No good deed goes unpunished.”
How does this saying relate to this section of The Book Thief?
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PART NINE

Vocabulary: Use the context to figure out the meaning of the underlined word in each of
the following sentences. Then compare your answer with a dictionary definition.

1. It was difficult to keep the present a surprise because it protruded from his front
pocket.

Your definition

Dictionary definition

2. To those who have never suffered from poison ivy, the bright green three-leaved plant
seems innocuous enough.

Your definition

Dictionary definition

3. Even if you are in a terrible mood, please attempt a semblance of civility.

Your definition

Dictionary definition

4. The angry parent delivered a reprimand to her son who had worried her by staying
out well past his curfew.

Your definition

Dictionary definition

5. The engineer will blow the whistle three consecutive times as the train approaches
the station.

Your definition

Dictionary definition

Questions:
1. How did Ilse Hermann prepare for Liesel’s next visit?

2. What disturbing news did Michael Holtzapfel bring to Himmel Street? Why did this
news devastate Rosa Hubermann as well as his own mother?

3. What finally laid the ghost of Liesel’s brother to rest?
4. Why did Hans Hubermann change seats on the military vehicle?

5. Why was Hans Hubermann allowed to return home?
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Part Nine (cont.)

Questions for Discussion:

Do you think Ilse Hermann was a Nazi sympathizer?

Why do you suppose Liesel didn’t discuss the mayor’s wife with Rudy?

Why do you think the author evoked sympathy for wounded German soldiers?
Why do you think Michael Holtzapfel killed himself?

Why do you think Rudy’s attitude toward thievery changed?

A S o

What did Death mean when he commented about Liesel as she observed the dying
survivor of the plane crash, “She did not back away or try to fight me, but I know
that something told the girl I was there . . . she knew me and she looked me in my
face and she did not look away . . . we both moved on”?

7. Do you think that Rudy and Liesel tried to aid the downed “enemy” pilot?

Social Studies Connection:

Do some research to learn about the siege of Leningrad during World War II. Discover
why the siege had a devastating effect upon the German civilian population.

Literary Devices:

I. Metaphor—What is being compared in the following passages that described Michael
Hotzapfel’s wound?

A bandaged hand fell out of his coat sleeve and cherries of blood
were seeping through the wrapping . . . the cherries of blood had
grown into plums.

Why is it better than just saying that “his hand bled”?

II. Irony—What was ironic about the death of Reinhold Zucker?

Literary Element: Characterization

How would you characterize Death as he appears in this novel? Select five adjectives that
epitomize this character and give an example of his commentary that illustrates each
character trait.

Writing Activity

Use the elements of character that you selected in the prior activity to write a character
sketch of Death as he appears in this novel.
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PART TEN, EPILOGUE

Vocabulary: Draw a line from each word on the left to its meaning on the right. Then
use the numbered words to answer each of the questions below.

1. overcast a. free from error

2. unkempt b. person or persons saddened by death of a loved one
3. threshold c. determine by reasoning

4. pensive d. overspread or covered with clouds

5. accurate e. expressing thoughtfulness, usually marked by sadness
6. bereaved f. firmly resolved or determined

7. calculate g. place of entering or beginning

8. resolute h. untidy; messy

1. Ifyou observe that the sky is overcast, what items might you carry when you leave
the house?

2. How might someone improve his unkempt appearance?

3. What worries might you have on the threshold of a new career?

4. Under what circumstances might someone seem pensive?

5. If you want your bookkeeping to be absolutely accurate, what steps might you take?

6. In your culture, how do the bereaved behave and dress?

7. How might someone calculate the time it would take to travel to their destination
during rush hour?

8. Under what circumstances have you needed to be resolute?
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Part Ten, Epilogue (cont.)

Questions:

1.

ov kLN

How did Liesel survive the air strike on Himmel Street? How did words once again
save her life?

Why did Liesel attend each time Jews were marched through Molching?
How did Rudy save Liesel’s life?
How did Ilse Hermann inspire Liesel to write her own story?

What did Liesel realize when she found Rudy’s body after the bombing? How did she
attempt to reach him?

Who took care of Liesel after she was orphaned for the second time?
Who was the unexpected survivor of the war?

Questions for Discussion:

How did the author show the random quality of death during war time?

Do you think those who observed Liesel’s whipping at the hands of the German
soldiers should have offered their help?

Why do you think Liesel destroyed the book in Ilse Hermann’s library?

Toward the end of the book, how had Liesel developed a love-hate relationship
with words?

Whose death had the greatest effect upon you?

What were the qualities that Hans Hubermann possessed that made Death con-
sider him one of the best of men?

Why do you suppose the narrator did not reveal what happened to Liesel in the
years between her reunion with Max and the time of her death?

Literary Devices:

L

Metaphor—What two comparisons are being made in the following passage:

... I'looked up and saw the tin-can planes. I watched their stomachs
open and the bombs drop casually out.

Why are these apt comparisons?
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Part Ten, Epilogue (cont.)

II. Dramatic Irony—Dramatic irony, used more often in plays than in prose fiction, refers
to a situation in which the audience or the reader is aware of something that a char-
acter does not know. Why is the first short, poetic episode about Michael Holtzapfel
an example of dramatic irony? Who was unaware of the event at this point?

III. Symbolism—What Christian symbolism surrounded the figure of Max? In what ways
was Max a Christ-like figure?

Literary Element: Narrative Technique

There are various ways of manipulating time sequence when telling a story. Consider how
flashback and flash forward have been used throughout the novel. In this section, the
narrative shifts rapidly between past, present, and future. What effect does this have on
the story?

Writing Activity:

Write the first three pages of a book about your life. Compose on the computer or in long-
hand, but write quickly and do not edit until you finish the pages.
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CLOZE ACTIVITY

The following passage has been taken from Part Ten. Read it through completely. Then fill in each blank
with a word that makes sense. Afterwards, you may compare your language with that of the author.

She [Liesel] had seen her brother die with one eye open, one still in a dream.

She had said goodbye to her ! and imagined her lonely wait for a

back home to oblivion. A woman of 3 had laid

4
herself down, her scream traveling street, till it fell sideways like a

5 6
coin starved of momentum. A young man hung

by a rope made of Stalingrad .7 She had watched a bomber pilot die

9
a metal case. She had seen a man who had twice

10 11
given her the beautiful pages of her life marched to

12
concentration camp. And at the center of of it, she saw the Fiihrer

13
shouting words and passing them around.

14
Those images the world, and it stewed in her
15 16
she sat with the lovely books and manicured titles.
18

17
It brewed in her as eyed the pages full to the brims

their bellies with paragraphs and words.
19
You , she thought.
You lovely bastards.

20
Don’t make happy. Please, don’t fill me up and

1 22
me think that something good can come any of

. . 23 .
this. Look at my bruises. at this graze. Do you see the

24, . . 25
inside me? Do you see it growing your very eyes,

. 26 .
eroding me? I don’t to hope for anything anymore. I don’t

27 . . 28 .
to pray that Max is alive and . Or Alex Steiner.

29
Because the world does not them.

30
She tore a page from the and ripped it in half.
31
Then a .
32
Soon, there was nothing but scraps of littered between her
33
legs and all around . The words. Why did they have to
34 35

? Without them, there wouldn’t be any of . Without

36
words, the Fiihrer was nothing. There be no limping prisoners, no
38

37
need for or worldly tricks to make us feel

What good were the words?
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POST-READING ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

10.

Return to the K-W-L chart on the Holocaust that you began in the Pre-Reading
Activities on page six of this study guide. Correct any errors that you may have made
in column one and record what you have learned in column three. Compare your
responses to those of others who have read the same book.

Why do you think the novel was titled The Book Thief? Why did Liesel steal books?
Was she a thief? What did the books mean to her? If you had to choose a different
title for the novel, what would it be?

Return to the Venn diagram that you began on page eleven of this study guide. Add
further information about Liesel and Rudy. Discuss your entries with others who
have read The Book Thief. Did all the readers form the same impressions of those
two characters? What character traits did Liesel and Rudy have in common?

Review the titles of the books Liesel finds or steals. What is significant about each
title? How does each reflect on the personal situations of the characters and on the
larger political situation of Germany during the war?

Why did the author choose “Death” as the narrator of the story? How was death char-
acterized? How did this characterization reflect upon the nature of Life? How was
this characterization of death different from others in literature and art?

Art Connection: Create an illustrated book, as Max did, that tells in simple language
and line drawings about someone you admire. Unlike Max who wrote over Mein Kampf,
you may relate your story to another work of literature that is significant to your
character.

Write a sequel telling what happens to Liesel in the years between her reunion with
Max and her death many years later. Imagine what might have happened to Liesel
during this long period of time.

Scan the short pieces of free verse that are scattered throughout the book. What pur-
pose do they serve? Choose one piece to discuss its meaning and purpose in the story.

Social Studies Connection: Do some research on the economic and social conditions
of Germany during World War II. What factors contributed to this situation? How did
Germany eventually manage to recover after the war?

Symbolism: Trace the symbol of the accordion throughout the book. Under what cir-
cumstances did Hans acquire the accordion? How did he use it during his lifetime?
How did it survive his death?
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Post-Reading Activities and Discussion Questions (cont.)

11. Literary Element: Theme
A theme in a literary work is a controlling idea or message. The Book Thief has several
important themes. Consider the following themes and discuss how each is developed in
the novel:

individual identity vs. conformity to social expectations
coming to terms with abandonment and loss
overcoming stereotypes

concern with self versus concern for others

the power of words

the human need for self-expression

forming ties with others

12. Social Studies Connection: Do some research to learn about the purpose and organ-
ization of concentration camps in Germany and Eastern Europe. How did this system
fit in with Hitler’s Final Solution?

13. Why do you think the author had you witness the Holocaust through the eyes of
ordinary German citizens? Why were there no heroes or villains, except for Hitler,
portrayed in the book?

14. Literature Circle: Have a literature circle discussion in which you tell your person-
al reactions to The Book Thief. Here are some questions to help your literature circle
begin a discussion.

Do you identify with Liesel in any way? Do you identify with any other character?

Did this book provide you with any new insights into the lives of people you would
never have known otherwise?

Do you think the characters and the way they spoke were presented in a realistic
fashion? Why or why not?

Which character did you admire the most? The least?

Who else would you like to read this novel? Why?

If you could have a discussion with Markus Zusak, the author of this book, what
would you ask him?

If you were to choose one moment in the book that you found most moving, what
would it be?
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ANSWER KEY

Prologue and Part One

Vocabulary:

Questions:

1.7 2.f 3.a 4.b 5.¢c 6.1 7.h 8. e 9.d 10.g; 1. vehement 2. auspicious 3. morbidity
4. abducted 5. frigid 6. raucous 7.lethal 8. berate 9. catalyst 10. affable

1. Death found the sorrow of the survivors painful. 2. Death made the mistake of lingering near
the train line and becoming curious about Liesel, the girl near the tracks. 3. While aboard the
train, Liesel’s younger brother died. 4. The children were supposed to be placed in foster care in
January 1939 because their mother was too ill and poor to care for them properly. As a family in
which the father was a communist, they had been persecuted in Nazi Germany. 5. Death thought
it was futile for the poor to travel to escape poverty because they would inevitably find a new ver-
sion of their problem when they reached their destination. 6. The book about grave digging
became significant to Liesel because she found it on the day when she last saw her brother and
mother. 7. Liesel adjusted to her new foster home because of the patience, kindness, and sensi-
tivity of her foster father, Hans Hubermann. 8. Having never had the opportunity to go to school,
Liesel entered school in Munich as an illiterate. When she was placed in a class with young chil-
dren who were just learning the alphabet, she was humiliated. 9. Rudy’s father was trying to
teach his son that it was unsafe to do anything that might mock or openly criticize Nazi policy,
such as doing something that could be construed as admiration for Jesse Owens. 10. Liesel insist-
ed on participating in the reading examination because her reading practice with Papa
Hubermann had made her confident in her ability to read. When she stood before the class how-
ever, Liesel froze when it became clear to her that the text was beyond her ability. In a last
attempt to save face, she recited a memorized part of The Gravedigger’s Handbook, causing her
classmates to laugh at her. 11. In September 1939, Germany invaded Poland, sparking World
War II and an increase in the number of deaths worldwide.

Parts Two, Three

Vocabulary:

Questions:

Part Four
Vocabulary:

Questions:

l.c 2.d 3.g 4.b 5.f 6.e 7.h 8. a; 1. transgressor 2.benign 3. pensive 4. culminate
5. flippant 6. prolific 7. agitation 8. animosity

1. The fact that Hans had sacrificed sixteen of his precious hand-rolled cigarettes to trade for two
books for Liesel, revealed that he understood her passion for books and loved her sufficiently to
give up his only luxury for her sake. 2. The difficult financial situation of the Hubermanns and
their neighbors indicated that Germany’s economy in the 1930s was weak, and that there was
much hardship in the nation. 3. Mama Hubermann decided to risk sending Liesel on the impor-
tant business of laundry pickup and delivery because she was losing customers during the hard
times, and hoped that people would pity Liesel enough to continue to employ her foster mother.
4. The Hubermanns avoided any discussion of Liesel’s mother in front of her daughter because
they assumed the woman had met with a terrible fate at the hands of the Nazis. 5. Hans Junior,
unlike his warm and sensitive father, was cold, cruel, and unswerving in his devotion to Hitler.
6. Hans Junior accused his father of cowardice because he had not joined the Nazi Party; the
“mistake” Papa Hubermann had committed was to have painted over the slurs evildoers had
scrawled on the outside of Jewish shops and homes. 7. The people of Molching held a bonfire to
purge their community of all the “defeatist” literature and objects that predated Hitler and
Nazism. When Liesel heard the speaker at the bonfire, she came to realize that her own parents
had been persecuted because they were Communists. 8. Papa Hubermann slapped Liesel because
he wanted to impress upon her the dire necessity of pretending allegiance to Hitler; otherwise,
she would be persecuted and perhaps even killed by Nazi thugs. 9. Papa Hubermann bought a
copy of Hitler’s Mein Kampfin order to pretend allegiance to the Nazi Party, which would not for-
mally accept him in any case. 10. For some time, Liesel avoided the mayor’s house for fear that
the mayor’s wife, who had seen her steal a book from the bonfire, would denounce her; then, her
feelings changed radically, and she looked forward to delivering the laundry once the mayor’s
wife let her spend time in her library handling and reading the books. 11. Max Vandenburg read
a copy of Mein Kampf on the train in order to establish his Aryan credentials and hide his Jewish
background.

1.d 2.f 3.g 4.a 5.h 6.¢c 7.b 8.e; 1 ostracism 2. dormant 3. abrasive 4. trepidation
5. blatant 6. capitulate 7. malignant 8. morose

1. Erik Vandenburg saved Hans Hubermann’s life by volunteering him for a menial duty on the
day of a battle while the rest of the men went into battle; only Hubermann survived on that day.
2. Once World War I ended, Hans contacted Erik’s family to express his gratitude to the man who
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saved his life and try to return his accordion. Erik’s widow refused to take back the instrument,
but acknowledged Hans’s offer of help in the future. Max, as a very young boy, was present at
that meeting. Years later, Hans felt compelled to help Max because he’d promised Max’s mother
to help her after the death of Erik Vandenburg. 3. Because Hans had painted over the Jewish
slur on Kleinmann’s door and then had hesitated to join the Nazi Party, he began to lose the busi-
ness of staunch Nazi sympathizers and those who feared to show a lack of sympathy by patron-
izing dissidents. 4. Max’s peers were surprised by his aggressiveness because they accepted the
stereotype of Jews, one that characterized them as passively accepting violence aimed at them.
5. Max Vandenburg bore the burden of survivor’s guilt: he had allowed himself to be saved by his
old friend and boxing opponent, Walter Kugler, and had walked away from his doomed family
without looking back. 6. Hans risked frightening Liesel terribly in order to compel her to remain
silent about the Jewish man hidden in the basement; a word to anyone would have had dire con-
sequences for the family. 7. A bond between Max and Liesel developed because they both had
nightmares about abandonment, had been forced to turn outside their own families for help,
experienced survivor’s guilt, and had a love of reading.

Across—1. frugal 4. audible 5. commence 7. diminutive 9. rebate 10. hypocrite; Down—1. frail
2. malice 3. hypothermia 4. admonish 6. amiable 8. venom

1. Liesel scavenged newspapers from garbage pails because she knew that the pages of text and
crossword puzzles would be a welcomed gift for Max. 2. To make time pass, Max read the news-
papers and did the crossword puzzles that Liesel brought him, did exercises, and prepared pages
of Mein Kampf to be revised as his own memoir. 3. Liesel was outraged against the mayor’s wife
because the loss of their business spelled increased poverty for her foster family; also, she would
now be cut off from the library; and most of all, because she sensed the hypocrisy behind the
mayor’s stated decision to sacrifice common comforts as part of the war effort. 4. Rosa Hubermann
did not punish Liesel after learning how Liesel had insulted the mayor’s wife because, even if she
believed any of this story, she realized that nothing she or Liesel had done could have changed
the situation. 5. Viktor Chemmel, and not any of the former members, had assumed the leader-
ship because there was no one else in the gang of thieves who could steal without impunity and
could direct the others to steal. 6. Tommy Miiller was punished during the Hitler Youth drill
because he was too deaf to respond to the order to halt marching. Rudy Steiner was punished
along with him for daring to defend his friend. 7. Rudy felt compelled to commit a robbery to
avenge the series of insults he had suffered at the hands of the Nazi youth and the gang of
thieves; and Liesel needed to seek further revenge against the mayor’s wife and steal back the
book The Whistler. 8. Three things make it clear that almost all of the German population, not
just the Jews, were suffering economically: Rudy Steiner starving, Liesel’s family losing most of
their sources of income and feeling hunger, and people standing in line just to buy a potato.

1. interior 2. amble 3. delicate 4. verge 5. vigilance 6. paradox 7.immense 8. retreat

1. “Death” characterized the year 1942 as a time of inordinate suffering and too many deaths.
2. Although there were no presents or festive foods, the residents of Hans Hubermann’s house
were in good spirits on Christmas Day when Liesel brought snow into Max’s basement. They
played, built a snowman and forgot about their problems for a short time. 3. Max waited a long
time to reveal his illness to the family because he did not want to cause them additional incon-
venience or pose a greater threat to their security. 4. Liesel blamed herself for bringing snow into
the basement in order to build the snowman because she feared that the increased cold had made
Max ill. 5. Liesel hoped that by bringing presents to the unconscious Max she would somehow
restore him to health. 6. Rosa made an unplanned visit to Liesel’s school in order to inform Liesel
that Max had awakened from his coma under the guise of scolding her for losing a hairbrush.
7. Liesel deliberately injured her leg while playing outdoors in order to get Papa Hubermann out-
side to attend her, where she could whisper to him that their basement was about to be inspected
by Nazi officials. 8. Death said that the sky was “the color of Jews” because with the constant
operation of the gas chambers and crematoria, the remains of the Jewish people were released
into the atmosphere; Death responded to the mass destruction of human lives with compassion
and disbelief.

1.b 2.g 3.d 4. h 5.a 6.¢c 7.f 8.e; 1. trilogy 2.apprehension 3. depleted 4. futile
5. formidable 6. loathsome 7. feign 8. immutable

1. The cause of the brief period of contentment for Liesel and Papa Hubermann during the sum-
mer of 1942 was the increased employment of Papa as people needed their blinds painted black
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for the coming air raids. During this time, the two shared work, music, and much enjoyable com-
panionship. 2. It was important to Rudy to excel at athletic competition because he wanted to
prove to Franz Deustcher and his gang of brutes in the Hitler Youth that he was a superb
athlete; he also wanted to impress Liesel. 3. Even though Ilse Hermann in her letter to Liesel
forgave her for taking books from her library, Liesel felt like a criminal for avoiding a meeting
with the woman who was so kind to her. 4. Death did not feel sympathy for the Germans who hid
in their basements during the air raids because they were to some extent complicit in the Nazi
atrocities and because they had at least the chance of escape and freedom, unlike those in the
concentration camps. 5. The possible bombing of Molching placed Max in particular danger
because as a Jew in hiding, he could not enter a safe shelter. 6. During the second air raid in
Molching, Liesel was able to quell the fear of her foster mother and their neighbors by reading
aloud from The Whistler, one of her treasured stolen books. 7. Max had to leave 33 Himmel Street
after Hans Hubermann’s act of compassion to the Jewish prisoner on parade placed Max in jeop-
ardy from a likely house search. 8. Hans was guilt-ridden because the Gestapo never came for
him, making Max’s departure an unnecessary act.

1.b 2.c 3.a 4.a 5.d 6.b 7.c¢c 8.d

1. The “coat men” came to Alex Steiner’s house to recruit Rudy (who had shown extraordinary
athletic prowess) to their elite school for Nazi youth. 2. Rudy was selected for examination by the
Nazi medical authorities because of his academic standing and because of the physical prowess he
had demonstrated during the athletic competition. It was ironic that Rudy was selected because
he hated the Nazis and he didn’t want to join their upper echelons as an officer. 3. The middle-
aged Alex Steiner and Hans Hubermann were drafted as a punishment for non-cooperation with
the Nazi regime: Steiner had refused to let his son go to officer’s training camp, and Hubermann
had been vilified for helping a Jew in need during the Dachau work camp parade. 4. Hans
Hubermann’s job during the war, to clean up after air raid strikes, suited him because it called
upon his resourceful and compassionate nature as he repaired damaged buildings and aided sur-
vivors of the air strikes. 5. Liesel attended the march, hoping to catch sight of Max; Rudy attended
because he wanted to distribute bread to the starving walkers. 6. Liesel took Rudy to his father’s
shop in order to “steal” a Christmas present for him, as an act of both kindness and defiance.

1. protruded-stuck out or projected 2. innocuous—harmless; innocent 3. semblance—outward
show or appearance 4. reprimand-reproof; scolding 5. consecutive—following one after the other
1. Ilse Hermann prepared for Liesel’s next visit to her library by leaving out a plate of cookies,
by leaving out a book she had selected, and by greeting Liesel when she appeared. 2. Michael
Holtzapfel brought the news that his brother had been killed; Rosa Hubermann was also devas-
tated because from Michael she learned that her own son was in Stalingrad, where the fighting
was intense and the death toll was enormous. 3. The ghost of Liesel’s brother was finally laid to
rest when Liesel expressed gratitude to the mayor’s wife, which showed her growing ability to
love and forgive. 4. Hans Hubermann changed his seat from the back of the military vehicle to a
seat in the middle in response to Reinhold Zucker’s bullying. 5. Hans Hubermann was allowed
to return home for a few weeks while his injured leg healed. Afterwards he would return to an
army desk job.

Part Ten, Epilogue

Vocabulary:
Questions:

1.d 2.h 3.g 4.e 5.a 6.b 7.c 8.f, Answers to the questions will vary.

1. The Hubermanns, along with the Steiners and some of their other neighbors, were killed in a
surprise air strike; Liesel didn’t die along with them because she was down in the cellar at the
time reading the book Max had created for her. In a sense, therefore, the words in the book saved
her life. 2. Liesel attended each time Jews were marched through Molching because she hoped to
catch sight of Max and be able to offer him help. 3. Rudy saved Liesel’s life by pulling her off the
road after the whipping she received for running to Max during the work parade. 4. Ilse
Hermann inspired Liesel to write her own story by giving her a blank journal to write in and
encouraging her to use her gift of expression. 5. When Liesel found Rudy’s body after the bomb-
ing, she realized that she had always loved him. She attempted to reach him by giving him the
kiss he had always asked for. 6. Ilse Hermann took care of Liesel after she was orphaned for the
second time. 7. Max Vandenburg, concentration camp victim, was the unexpected survivor of the
war.
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My Louisiana SKy..........ccccoccueee 51007
My Side of the Mountain ............ S0070
Olive’s 0cean ..........ccoeeveeieinennne 53556
On My HONor ..o S0997

The Perilous Road ...................... S1160
The Phantom Tollbooth .............. S0184
Philip Hall likes me .................... S$1408

Pictures of Hollis Woods ............ S3747

The Pinballs ........cccoovverrinicennnes S0084
Prairie SONgS ......ocovevvererveeireenn. 50846
Queenie Peavy .........ccccevvvevevennne S1474
Return of the Indian.................... S2204
SeedfolkS ...ovveveeeeee e §3310
Shades of Gray ........c.cccoevrevennne 50339
Sign of the Beaver ...................... S0125
The Silver Coach.........cccceuveeee. S1068
Sing Down the Moon................... S0193
Slake’s Limbo ......cccoooeevvvirieirinne S0098
Summer of the Monkeys ............ $1123

Summer of the Swans................. S0103

Surviving the Applewhites .......... S3748
The Talking Earth.........cccooveenve 50626
The Thief Lord .......cccccovervvvvecennnes $3645
Timothy of the Cay.......cccccovvunne. 52473
Toliver's Secret.......ccoveevvreeennnes S0837
Touching Spirit Bear................... 53646
True Confessions/Charlotte DoyleS0428
Tuck Everlasting........ccccovvveunenee 50107
The Twenty-one Balloons............ S0573
The Upstairs Room..................... §2532
War Comes to Willy Freeman .....S1899
The War with Grandpa................ S0574
WEASEl ..o S0524

Welcome Home, Jellybean.......... 50112
When Zachary Beaver Came

10 TOWN...oveeceeeeee e S2218
The Whipping Boy ........ccccuue...... S0576
Who Really Killed Cock Robin? ..50934
The Wish-Giver .........c.ccccoeueveneeee. S0579
GRADE 6
Abel’'s Island ............ccccooeiuennnne. §2933
The Acorn People.......ccccvvvecenene. 50001
Alan and Naomi .........c.ccccevueunene. S0520
Alice in Wonderland ................... S0218

Anne of Green Gables................. S0521

Artemis FOWl.......coovveeeeenee S3617
Belle Prater’s Boy........ccccceucueeeee. §3122
The Black Pearl.........c.cccccveeeee. S0013
Blue Willow........cccevcveverererinenee. S$1499

Brian’s Winter.........ccoeeevevenene. S1411

The Bronze Bow........ccccverveenne. §2339
Catherine, Called Birdy ............... 52552
Chasing Redbird ...........cccoevennane §3123
Chasing Vermeer .......c.cccocveeeeene 53750
City of Ember......ccccccevevevveeiereanne S3759

The Crossing .......ccccooeeeerenecenenes 51348
The Devil’s Arithmetic................. S$1407

DOGSONG ..o 50923
The Door in the Wall................... 50233
Down a Dark Hall........................ S0144
The Egypt Game........cccccceveveeee. §$1399
The Endless Steppe .......c.cocceenne. S1271
A Family Apart .........ccooovvreennne. S0841
Follow My Leader.........cccocoeeeeene 50989
FIUSA oo S3797
Freak, the Mighty .......ccccovveeennne 50419
Gathering BlU€ .........ccccvevvvevnnne §3749
Gentlehands .........cccocoeevinieinnne S0395
The GIVET ... S0436
The GoatS.....coeveveeecieiecieiie S0562
The Golden Goblet....................... 52148

Hatchet. ..o S0990
The High King ......cccveveverernnne. S0371
HOIBS .. S0838
Homer Price.......cccccocveveveveverenenee. S0692
HOMESICK.....vveeeeceeeeeceee S0253
HOOE ... §2365
The House of Dies Drear............. S§1855

Interstellar Pig .........ccccvevevevnenee. S0545
Island on Bird Street................... S2515

Jacob Have | Loved ................... S0169
Journey HOme .......ccocoveiennnnee 51626
Kira, Kira.......ccocoeveveereeeereennen §2712
Lyddig ..o S0718

Maniac Magee............ccccevevrenne S$1409

The Master Puppeteer.................
M.C. Higgins, the Great... .
The Midwife’s Apprentice
Mrs. Frisby and the

Rats of NIMH..........ccccoevinnnnne S0071

Nothing But the Truth. 50415
Number the Stars........ $1069
Old Yeller................ S0077
One-Eyed Cat....... $1070
Out of the Dust ... S3124
Park’s Quest............ S1071
Parrot in the Oven........... S3158
The Planet of Jr. Brown .. S$1094
The Pushcart War ........... S0086
Rascal.......ccccoeueueeee. S0088
Red Scarf Girl . S3275
The River ........ ..52467
Sarah Bishop .......... ...50191
The Secret Garden...... S0278
Shadow of a Bull..... S0634
A Single Shard......... $1043
The Slave Dancer-.... S0631
A Soldier’s Heart..... ...51161
SNow Treasure......ccoeeveveveveevnane. S1072
So Far From the Bamboo Grove .S0404
The View from Saturday ............. 52934
Waiting For the Rain ....50425
Walk Two Moons........cccccvevnee.. §2553
The Watsons Go to Birmingham.S2935
The Westing Game.........c.coceunne. 50113

When My Name Was Keoko ....... S3796
The White Mountains.......... ....50210
The Wind in the Willows S0291
The Witch of Blackbird Pond ...... S0116

Words By Heart .........c.ccccocueueee. S0963
WHNGET oo 50762
Year of Impossible Goodbyes.....S2170
Zlata’s Diary .....ccoeveeveeerreneeninenes 50424
GRADES 7-8
Across Five AprilS ......ccccveeeeeeene. 50984
Adventures of Tom Sawyer.........S0003
Animal Farm........ccccooeeeiinennns S0007
Anne Frank: Diary of a

Young Girl...c.ooveeeeeerececrenee 50008
April Morning.......... ....50009
Banner in the SKy........c.cocceuveenee. 51460
Bless the Beasts and Children ....S0014
A Boat to Nowhere.........cccccu..... S0015
The Call of the Wild .... ....50987
Cheaper By the Dozen..... ....50024
Children of the River....... ....51624
Chinese Cinderella ...... ....53756
The Chocolate War...... ....50226
A Christmas Carol....... ...53125
Come Sing, Jimmy Jo................. S0343
The Contender .........ccccceueveunnnee. S0510
Criss Cross ............. ....53399
The Dark is Rising .......... ....50348
A Day No Pigs Would Die............S0230
Deathwatch..................... ....S0030
Dicey’s SONg.....ccocevevevevererereree. S0231
El Bronx Remembered................ S$2190
Farewell to Manzanar ...... ....S0150
The Golden Compass...... ....53169
The Hobbit .................. ....50042
Homecoming .. ....50668
Hoops .......... ....50372
The House on Mango Street....... 52188
| Am the Cheese........cccovvveurunnee. S0046
| Heard the Owl Call My Name....S0047
Johnny Tremain........cccceeeenenee. S0051
Killing Mr. Griffin ............ ....S0507
A Lantern in Her Hand ........ S0055
Let the Circle Be Unbroken. S1342

The Light in the Forest
The Little Prince.............. .
The Lottery RoS€ ......cocvevevvvenes

Milkweed........covevevereeeieiiieieiae S3757
The Miracle Worker .... S0891
Monster .......cccccccevevevenne S$1617
My Brother Sam is Dead..... 50069
No Promises in the Wind.... S0387
The 0ld Man and the Sea.... S0076
Our TOWN oo S0893
The Outsiders... S0080
The Pearl.......... S0081
The Pigman...... 50083
The Red Pony .. S0089
Redwall ............ ....52851
Rifles for Watie .........c.cccceveveneeee. S0637
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry .....S0124
Romeo and Juligt............c.......... S0190
Rumble Fish........ S0090
Scorpions..... S$1618
Shabanu....... §1280
Sounder ... ....50198
B3] 11 53602

Streams to/River, River to//Sea ..S0675
Summer of My German Soldier..S0102
Tangering .....ccceevevevevevererereernan S3311
Tears of @ Tiger.....cccoveveneeennnes 53766
That Was Then, This is Now....... S0966

Treasure Island................... ....50287
Watership Down ......... ...S0111
When the Legends Die.... ....50209
Where the Lilies Bloom....... ....50995

Where the Red Fern Grows......... S0114
A Wrinkle in Time ......cccccoeveuenne. S0119
The Yearling........ ....50120
Z for Zachariah S0582

GRADES 9-12

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn..S0002
All Quiet on the Western Front.... S0006
Angela’s Ashes..........cccceevueuenne. §3312

The Bean Trees... ....53270
Beloved........... ...53126
Black Boy.......... ....S0012
The Book Thief........ ....S3798
Catcher in the Rye .. ....50021
The Crucible................ ....50894
Death of a Salesman... ....50029
Fahrenheit 451 ............ ....50032
Flowers for Algernon .. ....50151
Great Expectations...... ....50295
The Great Gatsby .... ....50038
Hamlet .....c.ocveveieececceeee S0929
| Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings .......cccceunee. §3256
The Joy Luck Club ...... ....S3127
Julius Caesar .............. ....50502
The Lilies of the Field.. ....51073
Lord of the Flies........ccccccueveveeeee. S0065
Macheth.......ccceveecueiiicieeen, §2682
52684
S0072
§2554
....S0073
S0074
Of Mice and Men ..........ccceveveneee S0075
One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest........ccccereenennee S0183
Ordinary People............... ....50078
Picture of Dorian Gray ... ....50082
Raisin in the Sun ............ ....50087
The Red Badge of Courage .........S0996
The Scarlet Letter................ ....50093
A Separate Peace.... ....50096
Shane.........cccoceuena. ....50097
Things Fall Apart......... ....50759
To Kill a Mockingbird...... ....50106
Twelfth Night .............. ....52687
Up a Road Slowly ....................... S0632
The War Between the Classes.....S1074
The Wave......cccccevevevevercrereeren S0300
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