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Michel van der Aa

Spaces of Blank

Song cycle in three parts
for mezzo-soprano, orchestra, and soundirack
2007

commissioned by tha Hopal Concerlgebouw Orchestra, Radio France, Norddeutschen Rundfunk (NOR)

and the Fonds voor de Scheppends Toenkunst

Perlormance notes

- Accidentals apply throughout tha bar, but mot 1o the note’s octave transpoaitions.
Ceutionary accidenials are placed to facilitate reading. When repeated notes ocour,
only an accidental jor the Tirst note is notated.

- The vocal part should be sung in Barogue siyle with regard fo vibrale, clarity of
tone and expression. The part should have an intimate fealing to it

« Al notes should be played the full notated length. Play as 'squarely’ s possible,
with distinct altacks and clear nole endings. Do nol decrescendo near the end of the
nota.

= All sustained notes in the piece should be playad senzs vibrato.

« Blring instruments: il stop suddenlyis indicated, stop with the bow on the string.

- If machamicalyis indicated, play the repeated notes in an aven, machine-like
mannar without accents.

= Duration ca. 26 minutes

= The soundirack is played back Irom a laplop through a special computer program;
doubled player. doubleApiayeris & software program that handlas the playback of
samples in & soundtrack in & musical and flexible way_ The program makes it
possible o adjust the tempo of the soundirack by following the conductor and
compansating for tempo fluctuations, One musician is needed to control the program
and synchranize the soundirack with the ensemble or orchestra. This ‘laptop player’
should be placed amongs! the musicians on stage with an unimpeded view of the
conduckor,

Scaoring
Me2Zo soprano

1 Flute

1 Chos

2 Clarinets in B-flal
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F (1 & LI kigh, 11 & 1V low)
2 Trumpets in G

2 Tanor Trombones

1 Bass Trombaone

A& CD-ROM with the software is induded with the hire material ordered through Boosay
& Hawkes. doubleApiayeris a stand-alone program lor Apple computers only; there is
no PC version available at this time, Up-to-date technical reguirements and tha Usar's
Guide can be found at: www.venderaa.nat

+ An amplilication (PA) system is needed to perlorm this piece. Place two loudspeakers
behind the orchestra and two loudspeakers in fronf of the orchesira. Add two
subwoofara. Position & mixing desk in the middle of the hall. Connact an audio interface
to the laptop to output the sound o the mixing desk. Aoute the left channel to the twe
speakars on the lelt and the right channal o the two speakers on the rightl. The
soundirack should be balanced mostly to the loudspeakers behind the orchestra, Use
modest amplification tor the singer.

+ Only the soundtrack avanis that are essantial for synchronization are notatad in tha
scora:

« - grescending scund slopging point

» - decrescanding sound starting paimt

& - parcussive sound

~ - indigation ol sounds nolimpertant for synchronization

= Light setting: Beceuse of tha theatrical aspect of tha pieca, it is preferable 1o have the
orchesira under stage lights, a mild spotlight on the mezzo soprano, and the rest of the
venue with the audience in the dark.

1 Tuba
2 Peroussion players: 2 vibmphones 1 Giuino
1 Pedal G lockenspisl 1 Ratchit
1 Cratakes 2 Whips (small, medium)
2 pieces of Metal, very dry, no definite pitch 2 Woodblocs (b))
2 Cabasss 1 Log Drum
& Chinese Tomtoms, damoened {very hhmolvery L) 1 Trargle )
1 Bags Dum 2 pieces of scrap wood
2 Bamboo Chimes 2 bwigs, branchag
1 Key Chimes 2 suspended Sizzle Symbals (dilf size)
1 Piano
1 Harp
12 Viglins |
12 Viglinz |l
10 Viglas
8 Viglohcellos

& Double Basses

Seundirack {laptop. 1 player)




page 5

- -
page 49

Emily Dickinson

From Blank 1o Blank -

A Threadless Way

| pushed Mechanic feel -

To stop - or parish - or advance -
Alike Ingitlerent -

It end | gained

It ends beyond

Indefinite disclosed -

| shut my eyes - and groped as well
Twas lightar - to be Blind -

Rozalis Hirs

Empty | stumble upon my last angal in a garden of statues grand
with lilizs willow trees a green pond in my backyard a fountain waeps
Egaim drinks and leaps into the sky & totem once kind to the clouds

whera flowers exhale their purplas like scent | imagina myself as thair poet
alone mother of inventiens and several marble Apolles yet still the dead
apread around their attentions unwntten and tender darkness &s blue a3 a curse

Emily Digkinson

Thera is a solitude of spaca

A solitude of sea

A solitude of Death, but these
Sociaty shall be

Compared with that profoundar site
That polar privacy

A soul admitted to itself -

Anne Carson

Why did | awake lonely among the sleepers. Up from the pavements of lorgign cilies-
Thin shall of autumn-who was i17 Wandering sireet to sireet in gray-

nass, sound of feat on pavamant, middle hours, thought of where to go

in. Why did I Thought of everything as & middle, where to {ind an edge.

1o fing & height. Thought of this fog, why, Somewhere our groves lament

ug, whom most they had loved, and the silver swimmer strokes silently

by, how Tar from shore is hard 1o say.

Rozalia Hirs

Here is a while space in which the sky meets my lace s seen
oy irds &nd their wings untouchable voices mave in it ke sters

without mearning in vain they are my solitude when the sun breaks
in this room Bleeding with light and day now pale grey ranslucence

thara is no way out of my mind through steps along a spina spiraling
into a well | find no frees or whales in this world of shivering oneness

a red space winlers unexpectad now so red at first opening and closing
two grey wishes al last is this what | knew once my mightmare of falling

&nd being frappad by lightning on a fisld and deatening thunder in thia
darkneas indivisible blackness around & world of cries in anciant

cities countless mertalities hide in these spaces blanks approach us
they move in a hurry from white to black 1o white away and back
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