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niels bendtsen canyon sofa  - pool tables,  mfg. in canada by bensen
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powerful new design. room for 5 adults.  
32 hwY mpg rated. 

it’s not the size of the suv:  
it’s the size of the thinking in the suv.

* Whichever comes first. See dealer for details.     **Based on EPA estimates for the FWD model with 2.4L I4 engine.     ©2009 General Motors. All rights reserved. GMC® GMC logo® TerrainTM WE ArE ProFESSIonAL GrADE®

We’ve made the SUV smaller and more capable by engineering in some really big ideas. Powerful ideas, like  
uncompromising new design. Dependable ideas, like the GMC 5-Year /100,000-Mile Transferable Powertrain Limited 
Warranty.* And efficient ideas, like a 32 hwy mpg rating.** We gave it more ideas per square inch. Because more is 
what we do. InTroDUCInG The ALL-neW TerrAIn. The SMALLer SUV, froM GMC. We Are ProfeSSIonAL GrADe.
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Our new collection has arrived: a happy and snappy mix of inviting 

silhouettes and soothing colors that merge warm modern with 

cool traditional. 

A collection designed to elevate your spirit and sense of taste.
 

Find your comfort in our favorite new arrivals: all an undeniable 

value with many in stock, ready for quick delivery.
  

Here’s to new, here’s to now.

THE NEWEST OF NEW: 

 IN STORES & IN STOCK NOW

furniture. lighting. rugs. accessories. photography. www.mgbwhome.com

800.789.5401

www.mgbwhome.com
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Cantoni. Great Design Is Always in Style.

The Mondrian is a bold example of the craftsmanship that has 

made Italian furniture the ultimate in modern upholstery. High 

quality leathers, unique details, and timeless European design 

culminate in a sectional that will provide comfort and style for 

years to come.  For Italian style in modern home furnishings, for 

inspired interior design, for a vast selection - in stock - delivery 

and installation, Cantoni.

To see the complete collection and great interiors by the Cantoni 

Design Studio visit a showroom or cantoni.com/mondrian

Atlanta 1011 Monroe Drive, 404.881.8111

Dallas 4800 Alpha Road, 972.934.9191

Houston 9889 Westheimer Road, 713.787.9494

Irvine 8650 Research Drive, 949.585.9191

Los Angeles 420 N. La Brea Avenue, 323.634.0909

cantoni.com 877.881.9191

Great Design Is a Way of Life

Interiors by Cantoni
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35 Word
Edited by Jessica Mischner
New this month: Internet calling made 
easy, expanded travel coverage, cutting-
edge objects to love—and much more.

44 Who's Next: America's Got Talent
By Raul Barreneche
This crop of up-and-coming designers and 
architects ushers in a new era.

54 Editors’ Choice: Glamour Rules
By Katherine E. Nelson
From silk to gilt, top designers reveal 
what glamour means to them. 

60 Weekend Kitchen:  
Custard's Last Stand
By Regina Schrambling
Panna cotta stole America's sweet  
heart. Now the Italian dessert gets a  
savory makeover as an appetizer or  
a side dish. 

124 Color Watch: Pink
Designers agree: This fall, everything's 
coming up rosy.

Editor’s Page 26  
Inbox 30
Resources 116

Metropolitan Home Volume 41 | Issue No. 9 

54

On the Cover
The dining room of this Miami retreat is as edgy 
and inviting as the couple who owns it. Produced by 
Linda O’Keeffe and Nisi Berryman. Photograph by 
Ken Hayden. See Resources, last pages.

Nov
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Subscriptions
For information, call 850/682-7654;  
fax 641/842-6101. To order a new subscription, to 
make address changes or to report a subscription 
problem, go to www.MetHome.com. 
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The sound barrier is broken.

 ROLEX. FOR LIFE’S DEFINING MOMENTS.1947

OySTER pERpETuaL DaTEjuST

For an oFFicial rolex Jeweler call 1-800-367-6539.   

rolex  oyster PerPetual and dateJust are trademarks.

new york
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69 What's Next
We look ahead to the directions the most 
forward-thinking designers are taking.

70 Making Waves
By Susan Morgan
Designer Kelly Wearstler's sophisticated 
Malibu beach house reflects the exuber-
ant approach to personal decorating that 
made her famous. 

82 Dixie Chic
By Helen Thompson
With help from the pros, the Dixie 
Chicks' Emily Robison transformed a 
loft in a former San Antonio factory into 
a family-friendly sanctuary. 

92 Snowbirds in Paradise
By Beth Dunlop
Art dominates this Miami apartment—
and that's just the way its owners and 
Larry Laslo, their designer, planned it.  

100 White Open Spaces
By Fred A. Bernstein
Architect Dirk Denison created this 
universally accessible home for an 
exceptional California family. 

108 Ranch Dressing
By Fred Albert
In Louisiana, an architect and a designer 
restored the modern spirit of a local 
restaurateur's midcentury rambler. 

Metropolitan Home
is now on Facebook!
And you can follow 
our roaming editors on 
Twitter.com/methome. 
Plus: Don’t forget to visit 
us online for much more 
design at MetHome.com.

✱

Metropolitan Home Volume 41 | Issue No. 9
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discover our new 2009 home collection at www.calligaris.us

PARK extendable table.

70” for 6 seats, 94 1/2” for 8 seats, 118” for 10 seats.

Functionality for the everyday use.

CALIFORNIA BLUEPRINT LOS ANGELES (323)653-2439 HOLD IT CONTEMPORARY HOME SAN DIEGO (619)295-6660 FLORIDA 

DESIGN DEPOT FURNITURE MIAMI (305)669-1840 CONCEPTO MODERN LIVING FORT LAUDERDALE (954)567-3403 GEORGIA  BOVA 

CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE ATLANTA (770)242-6666 ILLINOIS EUROPEAN  FURNITURE CHICAGO (800)243-1955 MARYLAND 

CALLIGARIS SHOP BY PAD - SU CASA  BALTIMORE (410)563-4723 BOVA CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE BELTSVILLE

(301)210-5410 NEW JERSEY CALLIGARIS SHOP BY HOUSE OF NORWAY FAIRFIELD (973)227-3367 NEW YORK 

CALLIGARIS SHOP BY AKO BROOKLYN (718)265-3111 CALLIGARIS SHOP BY JENSEN LEWIS MANHATTAN 

(212)929-7599 NORTH CAROLINA AMBIENTE INTERNATIONAL RALEIGH (919)572-2870 OHIO BOVA FURNITURE CINCINNATI 

(513)247-9100 PENNSYLVANIA CALLIGARIS SHOP  BY MR.BARSTOOL PHILADELPHIA (215)925-4800 VIRGINIA LA DIFFERENCE 

RICHMOND (800)642-5074 BOVA CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE FALLS CHURCH (703)205-0755 WASHINGTON CALLIGARIS SHOP 

BY ALCHEMY COLLECTIONS SEATTLE (206)381-8305 WISCONSIN RUBINS FURNITURE MADISON/MILWAUKEE (608)255-8998 
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©2009 Miele, Inc. 1WfK Applied Laundry Research Institute, Krefeld, Germany 2See miele.com for money back guarantee details.

Independent studies prove that clothes will last four times longer if cared for in a Miele

Honeycomb™ washer.1 We’ll even guarantee you’ve never worn them so clean before or

your money back.2 Better care for your valuable clothing using an exceptionally built

machine that lasts 50% longer than other brands. And that’s just the start. No telling

what Miele will do next.     miele.com

Yes, it gets clothes cleaner.

Yes, they’ll last up to four times longer.

No, it cannot fold them. Well… not yet.
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T I B E T A N  C A R P E T S

M A D E L I N E W E I N R I B . C O M

© 2 0 0 5  M A D E L I N E  W E I N R I B

M A D E L I N E  W E I N R I B  A T E L I E R   A B C C A R P E T  &  H OM E   6 T H  F L O O R   N E W  Y O R K   T  2 1 2 - 4 7 3 - 3 0 0 0  E X T. 3 7 8 0

A B C C A R P E T  &  H OM E   D E L R AY  B E A C H   F L O R I D A   T  5 6 1 - 2 7 9 - 7 7 7 7
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Elegant Audio/Video Furniture that Assembles in Minutes with No Tools Required

Simplify.

Patent Pending

No Tools Assembly WAVS333
European Deep Brown Finish Wood Audio/Video Cabinet

Bell’O International Corp.

732-972-1333
www.bello.com

Audio/Video Furniture Home Theater Seating TV Wall Mounts A/V Cables & Accessories
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Extraordinary window fashions, 

                      exclusively yours.

Limited Time Offer: Call or visit for details about 
signifi cant rebate savings available on select products.

Duette®  Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades

Fabric: Panache™ 

© 2009 Hunter Douglas ® is a registered trademark of Hunter Douglas

Up to $1,500 
Federal Tax Credit 
Opportunity 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE, OF COURSE.

With its patented cell-within-a-cell design, Duette® Architella® 
honeycomb shades offer the ultimate in energy effi ciency. 
They keep your home warmer in winter and cooler in summer, 
and help reduce energy costs.

Visit hunterdouglas.com or call 1-800-327-8953 today for 
more information on how your purchase of energy-saving 
Duette Architella shades can earn you a Federal Tax Credit 
of up to $1,500. 

CONSERVE ENERGY WITH

HONEYCOMB SHADES

DUETTE
®

 

ARCHITELLA
®
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TUFTY-TIME | DESIGN PATRICIA URQUIOLA

B&B ITALIA STORES: NEW YORK | WASHINGTON DC | DALLAS | SEATTLE | LOS ANGELES | SAO PAULO |  FOR B&B ITALIA

DEALER NEAREST YOU PLEASE CALL 1 800 872 1697 | INFO@BBITALIAUSA.COM | WWW.BEBITALIA.COM

TIME_LESS PROGRAM  SELECT B&B ITALIA PIECES NOW IN STOCK: WWW.BBITALIAQUICKSHIP.COM
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Mood lighting isn’t 
limited to romance!
Change the mood of any

room with the right lighting.

Discover your perfect

lighting style – and learn

how to create it – with the 

Essential Lighting Guide at

PointClickHome.com/lighting.

And, enter to win a design book 

that reflects your lighting style.

s

D

g

at

C O Z Y

C R E A T I V E

M O T I V A T E D

I N T I M A T E

P E A C E F U L

D R A M A T I C

ADVERTISEMENT

PointClickHome.com

SUBSCRIPTION/CUSTOMER SERVICE: SUBSCRIPTION RATES: For U.S. and possessions, $15 (1 year, 10 issues), 
$30 (2 years), $45 (3 years); Canadian, $41 (1 year), $82 (2 years), $123 (3 years) (includes 5% GST tax); Foreign, $44 (1 year), 
$88 (2 years), $132 (3 years). PROBLEMS/QUESTIONS: 386/597-4375; Fax: 303/604-7644; Write to Metropolitan Home, 
P.O. Box 51890, Boulder, CO 80322-1890 (include a recent address label if possible). BACK ISSUES: U.S., $8.95; Canada, $10.95; 
Foreign, $15.95. Send check or money order to: Metropolitan Home Back Issues, P.O. Box 50191, Boulder, CO, 80322-0191; 
Tel: 800/333-8546; Fax: 641/842-6101. Cash orders only, payable in U.S. currency.

For information on reprints and eprints please contact Brian Kolb at Wright’s Reprints, 877/652-5295  
or bkolb@wrightsreprints.com.
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METHOME.COM
CheCk Out What’s MOdern nOW at

the Online Guide to Modern design

> Friend us on Facebook and vote for your favorite cover image each month! Or follow the editors at Twitter.com/methome for news and fun finds! <

See Our New LOOk! 
easier navigation, brand new interactive features, and fresh resources can be found on Methome.com.

Deadly Sins of Decorating: 
Dining rooms
Design Director Linda O’keeffe unveils what not to do  
when it comes to designing your dining space.
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Product Search engine: 
Design Finder
access the design Finder powered by decorati®, an 
impressive new shopping search engine that allows you 
to explore high-style products by brand or category. 
Learn about what’s new, what’s modern, and what’s hot. 
design Finder is style at your fingertips, 24/7.

<

<

<   Interactive editorial
 Make magazine features plus exclusive    
 online stories come to life with our new  
 rollover technology.

Richard Branson

What have you done to make

the world better today? Think 

about it.
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ExclusivE dEsigns at  

affordablE pricEs

for more than 25 years, we have  

invested in what matters most  — 

quality craftsmanship, the finest  

materials and personal service. from  

the first sketch to the final product,  

we work directly with artisans to  

eliminate the middlemen and create  

beautiful furniture that works for your  

life. Made by hand in the u.s., delivered  

to you in three weeks or less.

Eugene chair, $749

olinda table lamp, $299

thin profile frames, $39 each

Designed 
for life

we’re here to help 

800.952.8455 

roomandboard.com
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O
ddly, I never learned to cook 
until I was living in New 
York as an adult. Since I had 
literally no clue about even 
boiling an egg, I painstakingly 
prepared recipes from Julia 
Child and Craig Claiborne, 
throwing in others from 

James Beard and Michael Field—or from the Time-
Life books that featured cuisines from around the 
world. (We still make our annual gingerbread house 
from that series.) Boeuf bourguignon, hollandaise 
and chocolate mousse were staples, and I have a 
hilarious and sticky memory of spun-sugar strands 
for a croquembouche adorning both kids and just 
about every pot hanging on my well-organized Peg-
Board wall—a close cousin to Julia’s wall but sans 
outlines around the pans. 

When Julie & Julia came out, I raced off to the 
theater and enjoyed every morsel of it. Meryl Streep 
was amazing. It reminded me of telephoning the 
real Julia many years ago to invite her to a Met 
Grill, where all the Met Home editors would sit at 
lunch and ask questions of the guest (i.e., victim). 
Julia actually called me back herself. Her distinc-
tive voice made me nearly drop the phone in fright 
and surprise. She immediately agreed to come as 
long as Paul, her husband, was also welcome. They 

were totally wonderful, and I spent the whole meal 
encouraging them to eat. Instead, they spent their 
time telling tales and answering our questions. Now 
that I look back, perhaps the food wasn’t quite up to 
her Parisian standards.

Around the same time that Julia visited, my 
father would come to New York on business, and I'd 
always prepare something I knew he enjoyed. On 
one trip, he came into our brownstone kitchen and 
watched me for a few minutes as I moved between 
the stove and the cookbook in its Plexiglas easel. 
“You’ll be a great chef when you can cook without 
a recipe,” he said. Nowadays I rarely use recipes, 
except for the holidays—when I return to Julia.

I so love that Mastering the Art of French Cooking, 
first published in 1961, hit No. 1 on the best-seller 
list in 2009 (five years after Julia’s death), in the 
advice and how-to category. A whole new genera-
tion wants to learn those rules (and savor that 
butter). They want to read and imagine and cook. 

It’s just like the young designers in this issue—or 
any of us who tackles a project. First, learn the 
rules, then dream. Once the “mastery” is in place, 
real joy and creativity come from cutting loose. 
When the design is personal, heartfelt, it sings—like 
my daughter Vanessa's hazelnut torte, which sub-
stitutes lemon curd and berries for crème pâtissière 
and buttercream.—Donna Warner, Editor in Chief

I come from a food-oriented family: My father owned fine 
restaurants, my brother has done well with fast food, my 
daughter is a pastry chef (I’m still delirious over the hazelnut/
lemon-curd/summer-berry torte she made for my birthday),  
my son-in-law is a chef. And my other daughter has converted 
me to her wonderful vegetarian ways.
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Advertisement

TheModernMix|THE GUIDE TO MODERN EVENTS,
PRODUCTS AND PROMOTIONS

Seascape

The Mimi 3 tier pendant 

is the perfect balance of

form and function. One of

many custom decorative

lighting fixtures that are

made-to-order. With our 

in-house ability to print

custom graphics on fabric,

the imagination has no

limit on what we can do

for your residential and

hospitality lighting needs.

For more information, call

800.444.0233.

www.seascapelamps.com

Hunter Douglas

With the holiday season fast approaching, now is the time to

spruce up your home for entertaining family and friends. As a

holiday gift to you, enjoy significant rebate savings on a selection

of stylish window fashions until December 15, 2009. To learn

more, call 800.227.8953.

www.hunterdouglas.com

LX.TV

Tune into LX.TV OpenHouse, weekend mornings on NBC.

Watch as homeowners unlock the door to luxurious properties,

top design experts weigh in on the latest trends or update

classic design techniques, and renovators find relief when

their home-improvement woes are solved during the “To the

Rescue” segment.

www.lxtv.com

ddc Sleep Sofa 

The fusion of design and function is illustrated in the Cosma’s

effortless transformation from sofa to bed. Ten colors available

in stock for immediate delivery. 

www.ddcnyc.com

|For more information, visit Events & Promos online at www.MetHome.com |

www.storemags.com & www.fantamag.com



Live beautifully.
B
B
D
O

BOOK&LOOK storage furniture. Design: Pagnon & Pelhaître.
www.ligne-roset-usa.com  800-BY-ROSET

CODE 9833
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What, No Plan?
I really enjoy your 
“Apartment Life” feature 
and was glad to see it return 
in the September issue (“All 
Together Now,” page 48), 
but I was disappointed that 
you didn’t run a floor plan.
Grace Odile 
[San Francisco, CA]

We should have run a 
plan, Grace; we will in the 
future.—The Editors 

Liking Eichler
The home on the cover of 
your September issue, the 
Eichler house in Marin 
County (“Once More, With 
Feeling,” page 100), brought 
back many memories of 
living in an Eichler in Santa 
Clara County, California. 
Since it was built only about 
seven years before I moved 
in, it was an original. 
Greg Peirce 
[Reno, NV]

Mail from 
Marion
Even though these are 
tough economic times, 
I hope your magazine is 
strong. Kim, our son Chris’s 
fiancée in San Francisco, 
loves the clean designs 
you publish. So do Chris 
and Kim’s friends, Terri 
and Scott, who have a posh 
apartment in downtown 
Chicago. When Chris stayed 
with them recently on his 
way to London, his descrip-
tion of their apartment’s 
decor was, “It looked like a 
spread from Metropolitan 

Home.” They are all thirty-
somethings and they find 
your magazine cool. They 
strive to make their rooms 
look like the ones in your 
magazine. One of our real 
estate agents described 
our own decor as “sophis-
ticated,” and I am sure it is 
your magazine’s influence. 
Anyway, keep up the great 
work!!
Marion Mahoney 
[Kettering, OH]

D100 One  
More Time
I have always enjoyed your 
Design 100 issue (June ’09). 
Some of my favorite things 
in this year’s issue include 
the library in Arkansas, the 
Oslo Opera House, the com-
pact cabin in Washington 
State, the green house in 
New York, the landscape 
of native grasses and the 
beautiful stainless-steel 
cookware. I was interested 
that you included the pink 
iguanas, because I made 
a trip to the Galapagos 
Islands in 2007. Thanks for 
putting out an interesting 
magazine packed with ideas 
for contemporary living.
Carol Johnson 
[Forest City, IA]

WINE THE 

CASUAL 

WAY

WWW.rIEdEL.Com

available at mACYS 

and mACYS.Com

November 09

If you see something on our 
pages that makes you smile or 
growl, please feel free to send 
us an e-mail at MetLetters@
hfmus.com—or a letter to 
Inbox, Metropolitan Home, 
1633 Broadway, New York, NY 
10019. All communiqués will be 
edited for content and length.
( (

Inbox

30  METHOME.COM
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Geometrix® is a revolutionary collection of high tech lighting from Schonbek. 
Designs assume every known geometric shape, from spheres and spirals to 
pentahedrons and parallelograms. They are formed of STRASS® Swarovski® Crystal. 

Pictured is a Refrax™ chandelier resembling an enormous light wave. It comes 
in a variety of colors, Jaguar shown. Visit one of the showrooms below to see 
Geometrix® in person.

© 2009 Schonbek Worldwide Lighting Inc. A Member of the Swarovski Group. Swarovski® and STRASS® are registered trademarks of Swarovski AG. Photos Glenn Moody.

Lux Lighting
Portland, OR
503.299.6754

Victor’s Lighting
Orange, CA
714.978.3945

Lumens Light & Living
Sacramento, CA
916.444.5585

Hye Lighting
Tarzana, CA
818.345.5544

Crystal Lighting
City of Industry, CA
626.913.7898

City Lights
San Francisco, CA
415.863.2020

Architectural Lighting
Los Angeles, CA
213.742.8800

Valley Isle Lighting
Kahului, HI
808.871.1119
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go to MEtHoME.coM to ExpEriEncE

Design FinDer  
A MoDErn sHopping sEArcH EnginE froM MEtropoLitAn HoME AnD DEcorAti

sHop
search for glamorous home furnishings by brand, category, price, and lead time.

LEArn
get product details, explore popular styles, or just learn about 

what’s new, what’s modern, and what’s hot.

connEct
Consumers: Access a vast database of exceptional to-the-trade products.

Designers: Receive local showroom quotes at the click of a mouse.

DESIGN FINDER IS StylE at youR FINGERtIpS, 24/7

POWereD BY

PROMOTION

Edward Ferrell/lewis Mittman

Dakota Jacksonpowell & Bonnell

Duralee textiles
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 Technology has given us 

24/7 LIVES... and 24/7 STRESS. 

What if technology gave us 

 a Good 8 hours back?

Introducing the    

This is the sleep system that could only have come from Tempur-Pedic.®

An infinite number of ergonomic rest positions, plus a rejuvenating massage whenever you’d like. 

With its wireless remote, it electronically adjusts to your every need...

this is a place of true Night-time Renewal for body and mind.
TM

 We invite you to learn more about our science and experience our soul.
Visit www.tempurpedic.com or call 1-800-660-6790.

 © Copyright 2009 by Tempur-Pedic North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Furniture components not included.
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A KrafMaid kitchen is an investment that pays  

dividends for your family each and every day.

Imagine all the moments you’ll spend in a kitchen so personal it could only  
belong to you. To get started, call 1.800.646.1986, or visit KrafMaid.com,  

for your free copy of the KrafMaid Idea Book.
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Kraftmaid.com

“Highest in Customer Satisfaction with Cabinets” 
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La Mamounia/Marrakech
The palatial retreat that Winston Churchill  
declared “the most lovely spot in the whole world” 
has reopened after a sweeping three-year restora-
tion. Superstar designer Jacques Garcia’s interior 
fuses Jazz Age grandeur with exotic Moroccan 
flourishes. Sprawling gardens, a new 27,000-
square-foot spa and updated restaurants headed by 
a pair of Michelin-starred chefs complete the royal 
treatment. Doubles from $750 (Avenue Bab Jdid, 
800/223-6800; Mamounia.com).–Jessica Mischner

35
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The average american aTe Take-ouT 

Q&A: 
Keyshawn Johnson
The NFL star-turned-aspiring interior 
designer took a break from dispensing 
style advice on A&E’s Tackling Design  
to share his personal design musts with 
Met Home.—JM 

n	Architect: Frank Gehry, a USC Trojan like me.
n	Furniture Designers: Charles and Ray Eames.
n	Cocktail: Wine from Santa Barbara. 
n	Comfort Food: My mom’s fried chicken.
n	Watch Brand: Rolexes are classic. 
n	Paint Color: I want to launch a paint line, so
 any color from my collection.
n	Car: Toyota Prius.
n	Sneakers: Nike and Converse.
n	Design/Construction Tool: A tape measure.
n	Personal Design Philosophy: Absolutely no
 clutter. There is a place for everything.

High|Low: 
Mirrors
Each HIGH Captain’s mirror 
from BDDW features a 
distressed-leather, wood-
lined frame and a bronze 
hanging puck and takes  
at least a week to handcraft  
(20¾" dia, $1,500; BDDW
.com). With its iron trim 
and polished nickel accents, 
Arteriors Home’s LOW 
Expedition mirror is more 
budget-friendly (17" dia, 
$400; ArteriorsHome 
.com).—Lenora Jane Estes

Trade Secret
we’re big fans of interior designer amy 
lau, whose dynamic new fabric collection 
for s. harris is just the thing to banish a 
room’s autumn blues. swimming with 
punchy shades of blue, green, orange and 
fuchsia, lau’s designs nod to painterly 
influences such as the op art and color 
field movements. layer any of the ten 
bright, energetic prints, embroideries and 
wovens for a lush look, or use just one for 
a chic shot of color (to the trade; sharris
.com).—Katherine E. Nelson

Into the VoIP*
A Step-by-Step Guide to Placing Cheap Calls Over the Internet

Mobile LandlineIs your home 
phone a ___?

Cancel your 
service.Do you have 

a BlackBerry, 
iPhone or other 
smartphone?

What are you 
waiting for?
Get connected!

Now that you’re online, let’s 
figure out which approach to 
Internet calling is right for you.

Do you have a broadband or 
wireless Internet connection?Yes No

Yes No

Do you prefer computer-based 
or phone-based talking?

Skype 
User-to-user calling is free  
with this downloadable 
software, available for 
computers, internet phones 
and smartphones. calls to 
landlines require a paid plan, 
but it’s super cheap: Unlimited 
talk time in the U.s. is $3 per 
month; $10 more buys an 
international plan (skype.com).

Vonage 
at $25 per month for 
a domestic plan (some 
international destinations 
included), it’s pricier than 
skype, but the service 
provider’s adapters connect 
your old phone to the  
internet so you don’t have 
to purchase a new device 
(Vonage.com).

*Welcome to the future! 
Voice calling over the Internet, better known as VoIP, is  

easy, low cost and available anywhere in the world.

The Ipevo SO-20 ($150), 
Belkin desktop ($100) and  
Plantronics Calista Pro 
($280) are user-friendly  
and internet-ready.

FYI 
just-launched google
Voice offers comparable 
rates and services but 
currently requires an 
invitation to join.

PhoneComputer

Do you want to adapt an old 
phone or invest in a newer 
model?

My old phone 
is just fine.

Let me get 
an upgrade.

36

Qeco Ticker

High
$1,500

Low
$400
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SIGN UP AT  bedbathandbeyond.com/MetropolitanHome.asp 
to keep the savings coming all year long 

For locations nearest you visit bedbathandbeyond.com and click on Store Locator or call 1-800 GO BEYOND® (1-800 462-3966)

I
Present this coupon.

Valid for in-store use only.

Coupon Expires 12/28/09

one of our hundreds of thousands of items.

Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Not valid with any other coupon or savings certificate. Only one coupon may be applied to an item. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. 
Coupon is valid through expiration date printed above. Not valid for the purchase of gift cards, All-Clad, Alessi, Baby Jogger™, Baby Planet®, BOB, Bugaboo, Bumbleride™, DKNY, Dyson, Ed Hardy,  
ERGObaby®, iJoy®, kate spade, Maclaren®, Maxi-Cosi®, Miele, Monique Lhuillier, Mountain Buggy, Mutsy, Nambe®, Nautica®, Orbit Baby™, Orrefors Kosta Boda, Pediped™, Peg Perego™, Phil & Teds, 
Quinny®, Richard Ginori, Riedel, Robeez®, Stokke®, Svan®, Swarovski, Tempur-Pedic®, Tommy Bahama®, T-Tech by Tumi, Uppa Baby® Products, Vera Wang®, Versace®, Waterford®, Wedgwood® or 
Wusthof® products. See store for details.  

10111430000000009362
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meals 125 Times in 2008....     72 percenT of san franciscans

Metro:
Center for the Performing Arts/Dallas
this sprawling $354 million complex caps dallas’s 
68-acre arts district. it includes an opera house and 
an outdoor performance square, both by norman fos-
ter. but the real standout is the dee and charles wyly 
theatre (above), a rem koolhas and joshua prince-
ramus collaboration. (2403 flora st.; 214/880-0202; 
dallasperformingarts.org).—Courtney Woods

The Original/Portland
this modern diner’s all-day menu makes it the place 
to be, morning, noon or (late) night. try the froot 
loops–topped pancakes ($7) or a trio of hot dogs 
(chicago, new york and portland styles, $11). the 
leed-certified eatery converts kitchen grease into 
biodiesel and serves tasty boxed wines (300 sw 6th 
ave.; 503/546-2666; originaldinerant.com).—LJE

Design Supermarket/Milan
attention, italy-bound design fans: the supermarket 
(of your dreams) has opened in the basement of 
la rinascente, milan’s biggest and oldest high-end 
department store. expect the latest designer house-
wares, luggage and decor, plus boutiques dedicated 
to kartell, the conran shop and alessi (milano piazzo 
duomo; designsupermarket.it).—LJE

Dallas Center for the Performing Arts Design Supermarket

The Original

kiwi and pom’s design for M & S Kitchen, the stand-alone  
sculptural café at the entrance of marks and spencer’s new london 
flagship, is a refreshing alternative to the food court (westfield 
shopping centre, ariel way; marksandspencer.com). architect 
maya lin’s new Museum of Chinese in America opened in new 
york city this fall (215 centre st., 212/619-4785; mocanyc.org). 

Priscilla Woolworth’s online general store features hard-to-find 
green products for the home (priscillawoolworth.com). formerly 
the historic hotel washington, W Hotels’ new boutique property 
in washington, d.c., boasts an interior by dianna wong, as well 
as poV, a hot rooftop hangout, and a jean-georges Vongerichten 
steak house (515 15th st. nw, 202/661-2400; whotels.com).—JM+

38  methome.com
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today’s tough economic climate is an ideal time 
to decorate with architectural salvage. there’s a 
wider choice of items and many dealers are offering 
discounts. here, salvage expert evan blum, the owner 
of the demolition depot in new york city, offers tips 
on navigating the market.—Jane Levere

 n		for country-type 
salvage, check out vendors 
in connecticut, Vermont 
or ohio; for more refined 
items, look in new
york, st. louis or phila-
delphia. (you can find a 
vendor directory at archi
tecturalsalvagenews
.com. or subscribe to 
blum’s e-newsletter at 

demolitiondepot.com for more resources.)
n		always inquire about a dealer’s discounts or 
take-back programs. i regularly accept items for
trade or consignment.  
n		right now there are great deals on large, cumber-
some pieces like fireplace surrounds and staircases.
n		to maximize your budget, limit your purchase to 
the highest-impact element of your project (such as 
antique doors for an entry hall or reclaimed wood 
flooring). you can always add more finds later. 
n		the timeworn and one-of-a-kind nature of salvage 
can lead to unforeseen construction delays. try to ac-
quire your pieces ahead of time. and be flexible—you 
may need to make adjustments.
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recycle....     handwashing a load of dishes uses 20 gallons

City Report: Atlanta 

*Based on a 2009  
Pew Research Center 
Trends Report

Trend Watch:
Wire
Wire, wire everywhere! In the 
hands of the right designers, metal 
accents add techie sophistication 
to a room and give simple pieces 
a bit of edge. Deadwood’s table 
lamp is an ironic nod to the classic 
urn shape (from $398, the Future 
Perfect, 718/599-6278). Bambeco’s 
recycled wire carryalls hold any-
thing from magazines to kindling 
($180/set of three, Bambeco.com). 
For more great wire finds, check 
out MetHome.com.—Rachel Lexier

Time changes  
everything. Here’s  
a look at which 
items consumers 
considered a neces-
sity in 2006 and 
2009 (by percent).

Do I Need 
This?

Chic Revival

Grapevine
At Domaine Franey, a wine 
shop in East Hampton, 
New York, patrons are 
looking for restaurant-
worthy wines. “The $25 
corkage fee beats paying 
$200 for a bottle,” says 
owner Jacques Franey. 
Here are Franey’s picks 
(459 Pantigo Rd.; 631/324-
0906; Domaine  
Franey.com).—CW

$18
2007 Ramsay Pinot 
Noir, a light California red.

$20
Parigot & Richard NV,
a high-quality sparkler 
from Burgundy.

$23
2008 Gilbert Picq  
Chablis, a dry French 
white, best with seafood.

Atlanta is known for 
many things—grand 
homes, dynamic music, 
classic soft drinks—but 
an emphasis on his-
toric preservation hasn’t 
ranked among the city’s 
charms. Until now.  
In all corners of down-
town and midtown, 
locals are transform-
ing dated spaces into 
modern oases. 

The Georgian Terrace, 
Atlanta’s most historic 
hotel (and the site of 
Gone With the Wind’s 
premiere gala), unveiled 
a major face-lift. 
Exposed brick and tufted 
banquettes recall by-
gone glamour; oversize 
chandeliers and a new 
cylindrical lobby keep 
things modern (659 
Peachtree St., 404/897-

1991; TheGeorgian 
Terrace.com).
Serpas was once a 
cotton storage facility; 
now it’s a restaurant in 
the Fourth Ward’s new 
mixed-use Studioplex. It 
honors its roots with a 
large mural of a cotton 
blossom and Southern-
with-a-twist dishes like 
eggplant hush puppies 
with blue cheese and red 
gravy (659 Auburn Ave., 
404/688-0040; Serpas 
Restaurant.com). Cliff 
Harrison and Anne Qua-
trano, chef/owners of 
the famed Bacchanalia, 
have opened Abattoir, 
featuring “whole animal 
cuisine.” Expect burgers 
and steaks, as well 

as lamb-liver fritters 
(1170 Howell Mill Rd., 
404/892-3535; Star 
Provisions.com). 
Elsewhere: Stanton 
Home Furnishings fills 
7,000 square feet of a 
former tire-retreading 
company with eco-
friendly furniture and 
accessories (1194 Huff 
Rd., 404/351-3890; 
StantonHome 
Furnishings.com). And 
midtown’s Atlanta 
Botanical Garden  
(AtlantaBotanical 
Garden.org) sports a 
new visitors’ center and 
will unveil a canopy walk 
and LEED-certified park-
ing facility early next 
year.—Lisa Mowry

Serpas

The Georgian Terrace

Q
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Optional features shown.

INNER SPACE.
OUTER BEAUTY.

LINCOLN.COM
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of waTer; an energy sTar dishwasher uses from 5 To 8 gallons.

The Goods by Arlene Hirst

1. Eva Zeisel bowls and vases | GUMP’S
age has not dimmed the 102-year-old’s productivity. 
this limited-edition collection of handblown vessels 
for gump’s, the san francisco design shop, is being 
produced exclusively for the store by lynn read at 
Vitrelux glass works in oregon (Aqua pedestal bowl, 
9.5”h x 8.25”dia, 3.5”dia base; $1,150; gumps.com). 

2. Sunnan solar-powered lamp | IKEA 
designed specifically for children in undeveloped 
countries who seldom have electric light by which to 
do their homework, this fixture combines low-energy 
led technology with easy-to-charge solar panels. for 
every lamp purchased, ikea is donating one to unicef 
($20; 800/434-4532).

3. Siirtolapuutarha fabric | MARIMEKKO
the fabric with the tongue-twisting name—it means 
“garden allotment” in finnish—was designed by 
maija louekari, a talented 27-year-old newcomer to 
the company’s illustrious ranks. the exuberant pat-
tern is hand silk-screened on cotton (54” w, $42/yd; 
marimekkouppereastside.com).

4. Generation chair | KNOLL
here’s seating that moves when you move and lets 
you sit any way you want—including sideways and 
backward. made with a high-performance elastomer 
and designed by formway design, it sports a jaunty 
profile and comes in a bold array of colors (from 
$777; sithowyouwant.com). �
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For more about ioDIGITALTM and other Moen® products designed for your life, go to moen.com.

© 2009 Moen Incorporated. All rights reserved. Moen, Buy it for looks. Buy it for life. and the crossed water drop design are registered trademarks and ioDIGITAL is a trademark of Moen Incorporated.

I tell my alarm exactly
when to wake me up

And my shower exactly
how to wake me up

My bathroom
Designed for my life

.

.

.

.
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Nicole Hollis | San Francisco
Fashion plays a leading role in Nicole Hollis’s work. “I ask 
myself, What would Vivienne Westwood or Tom Ford do if 
they were designing an interior,” says the designer, age 36, who 
left the Bay Area firm Backen Gillam Architects to strike out 
on her own six years ago. Hollis has decorated an entire apart-
ment with a nod to Dolce & Gabbana’s sexy style. But she also 
looks to art-world heavies Richard Prince and Eva Hesse for 
ideas. (She once designed a room with a mirrored ceiling 
inspired by the work of artist Olafur Eliasson.) Her interiors, 
typically in a muted palette accented by colorful artwork, mix 
sharp modern pieces with softer organic elements. “I love to 
use reclaimed wood, cold-rolled steel, blown glass, organic 
linen and burlap,” says Hollis. “Their imperfections make a 
space interesting and approachable.”

Top left: The high- 
contrast dining room 
of a home in Pacific 
Heights mixes tradi-
tional wing chairs with 
a spare oak table and 
bench. Left: a vignette 
by Hollis incorporating 
a white La Chaise by 
Charles and ray eames, 
part of a Vitra furniture 
exhibit at the San Fran-
cisco showroom Limn.

Who’s creating the next generation of exciting contemporary 
houses and interiors? These up-and-comers are among the best. 

By Raul Barreneche

Nicole Hollis

Produced by rachel lexier and SuSan Tyree VicToria, wiTh conTribuTionS 
from Jody T. Kennedy, liSa SKolniK and rima SuQi
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below, near left: in 
becker’s living room,
a wall of lacquer- 
paneled storage cre-
ates a backdrop for 
a mix of periods and 
styles, including a Serge 
mouille chandelier. Far 
left: ikat pillows on the 
sofa contrast with a 
chinoiserie screen.

BLDGS | Atlanta
After nearly a decade at innovative Mack Scogin Merrill Elam 
Architects in Atlanta, architects Brian Bell and David Yocum 
founded their own firm in 2006, aptly named BLDGS (pro-
nounced “buildings”). Bell, 42, and Yocum, 39, who both 
trained at Harvard’s Graduate School of Design, bring to their 
projects a sense of spaciousness and a crisp detailing of indus-
trial materials like blackened steel and glass. “We look for 
materials with an aura,” says Bell. “What’s interesting for us is 
the relationship between one material and another.” Their 
projects range from the sleek and highly polished, including a 
striking contemporary addition to a 1910 house in Atlanta’s 
historic Ansley Park neighborhood (above and left), to the 
uniquely rough-and-tumble—like a 1920s grocery store trans-
formed into a contemporary art gallery.

Lisa Becker | Chicago
Designer Lisa Becker’s eclectic style mirrors her own peripatetic 
background. A Chicago native, she studied sociology at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, then spent five years in 
New York City as a trend forecaster. Next, she moved back to 
Chicago, working as a commercial art director and set dresser 
for seven years before finally shifting to interior design in 2004. 
“I believe all good furniture and art can be combined success-
fully, regardless of style, period or price,” says Becker, age 40. 
Her own home in Chicago’s Old Town mixes midcentury furni-
ture with bohemian touches. She sticks to natural materials with 
rich textures—wool, linen, leather, limestone, bronze, onyx, lac-
quer and teak—as well as vintage fabrics. “Vintage pieces bring a 
sense of history and beauty to a space,” she says.

Top: The architects’ 
dramatic addition to a 
historic atlanta house 
brings the outdoors in 
with towering, glass-
enclosed rooms. Left: 
a skylit staircase winds 
up from the kitchen to 
a third-floor bedroom 
and a roof deck.

Brian Bell

David Yocum

Lisa Becker
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Agent Anna Avedano - Tel. 240 441.1001
annaavedano@hotmail.com

Minotti S.p.A. 20036 MEDA (MI) ITALIA
via Indipendenza, 152  Tel. +39 0362 343499
www.minotti.com - info@minotti.it

Hamilton, seating system
design: Rodolfo Dordoni
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Katie Lydon | New York City
One of the biggest influences on London native Katie Lydon, 
the head of her own Manhattan-based design firm since 2002, 
is America itself. “Living here and seeing how rules can be 
changed and played with is exciting,” says 35-year-old Lydon, 
who was educated at Cambridge University and London’s 
Wimbledon Art School. “It resulted in my love of contempo-
rary art, architecture and furniture mixed with traditional 
elements.” Her designs for apartments, lofts and houses reveal 
an eclectic style that embraces furnishings from antiques to 
cutting-edge modernism. “I love to mix it up—for instance, 
pairing an 18th-century chest with a fabulous piece of contem-
porary art or something unexpected from India or Africa,” says 
Lydon. “I’m always scared when too many things match.”

Hufft Projects | Kansas City, Missouri
“Modern. Sustainable. Smart.” Those are the words plastered 
across construction-site signs for buildings designed by Hufft 
Projects, a Kansas City firm headed by architect Matthew 
Edwin Hufft. “ ‘Modern’ doesn’t have to mean a concrete and 
glass building with a flat roof. It does mean something made 
with the materials and methods of today,” suggests Hufft, 32, a 
University of Kansas and Columbia University grad who 
worked for modern architects such as Michael Rotondi and 
Bernard Tschumi. Shops, restaurants, houses and corporate 
headquarters designed by Hufft’s nine-person firm illustrate 
the architect’s penchant for natural materials and ample day-
light. “Allowing a natural material to ‘speak’ requires simple 
forms and proper detailing,” he says. 

Left: The cantilevered 
wood and steel stair-
case in a lakeside resi-
dence in Springfield, 
missouri. above: an-
other Springfield house 
boasts a sumptuous 
master bathroom with 
Carrara marble floors 
and walls and expan-
sive windows.

below: The dining room 
of a SoHo loft includes 
a custom table by 
bDDw surrounded by 
antique Czech dining 
chairs. Left: in another 
new york City loft, 
Lydon paired vintage 
coffee tables with a 
linen-upholstered sofa.

Katie Lydon

Matthew Edwin Hufft
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The “best seller” from Italy

The “best seller” from Italy can be found in:
U.S.A.: Phoenix, AZ Tel. 602.820.6354 - Burlingame, CA Tel. 650.548.1657 - Pasadena, CA
Tel. 626.432.1688 - Redwood City, CA Tel. 650.369.1794 - San Francisco, CA Tel.
415.252.7000 - West Hollywood, CA Tel. 310.657.5100 - Canaan, CT Tel. 860.824.1280
Miami Ft. Lauderdale, FL Tel. 954.491.9266 - Chicago IL Tel. 773.279.0050 - Rochelle Park,
NJ Tel. 201.368.8400 - Las Vegas, NV Tel. 702.451.1645 - New York, NY Tel. 212.501.0505
Roslyn Heights, NY Tel. 516.625.1350 - San Antonio, TX Tel. 210.822.2266 - Seattle, WA Tel.
206.624.8455 CANADA: Toronto Tel. 416.961.2929 - Montreal Tel. 514.341.3636 - Ottawa
Tel. 613.728.2027 ST. KITTS & NEVIS: Tel. 869.465.3223 COSTA RICA: San José Tel. 506
228.2424 GUATEMALA: Guatemala City Tel. 502 2385.4774 MEXICO: Tel. 01.800.288.24.26
Mexico D.F. - Monterrey - Puebla - Torreon Coahuila - Guadalajara - Tabasco Villahermosa
Los Cabos PANAMA: Panama Tel. 263 2590 PUERTO RICO: San Juan Tel. 787.706.0423 
REP. DOMINICANA: Santo Domingo Tel. 809 412.5333 VENEZUELA: Caracas Tel. 0212
2652640 Valencia Tel. 0241 8243885 Puerto La Cruz Tel. 0281 2865191

System of Quality Management 
UNI EN ISO 9001
System of Environmental Management 
UNI EN ISO 14001
System of Health & Safety Management 
OHSAS 18001

Scavolini uses only Idroleb
panels for the carcase of its
kitchens: a water repellent
V100 panel with the lowest 

formaldehyde content presently available
in the world.

Pls. download our general catalog from www.scavolini.com

For further information about
Scavolini distribution pls. contact:

Scavolini USA, Inc.
Tel. Scavolini USA: 646 495 6080
Email: contact@scavoliniusa.com

Scavolini SpA - Italy
61025 Montelabbate (PU)
Tel. +39 0721 443333
www.scavolini.com
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Curated | New York & Los Angeles
Interior designers Delta Wright, 37, and Elena Frampton, 36, 
met while working at Clodagh Design in New York City. They 
teamed up in 2006 to open their own bicoastal firm, called 
Curated. Frampton, also an alumna of Tsao & McKown 
Architects, runs the New York offce; Wright heads up the Los 
Angeles studio. According to Frampton, they came up with the 
firm’s name because it suggests “a thoughtful, artful and orga-
nized approach” to design. Contemporary art is central to 
many of the firm’s built works, including several New York City 
lofts, along with clean-lined, classic modern furniture. Other 
projects, including hotels in Oregon and California and a reno-
vation of the iconic Los Angeles boutique hotel the Farmer’s 
Daughter, reveal Curated’s more playful side.

Stephen Chung | Boston
Harvard-educated architect Stephen Chung cofounded the 
Boston-based firm Urbanica and was its design director for 
seven years, even partnering with Philippe Starck on the condo 
conversion of an old police station. But when work dried up 
last year, he joined a large firm in Boston full-time, as well as 
keeping busy with his own projects: currently, two houses, a 
nightclub and a competition entry for a museum in Korea. And 
having appeared on shows on HGTV and the Fine Living 
Network, Chung is developing a design-related program for 
PBS. Chung’s style tends toward the crisply modern, though he 
uses warm natural materials. “It’s not an accident that my first 
son’s middle name is Aalto,” says the 41-year-old architect, 
referring to the Finnish master Alvar Aalto. 

below: a rendering of 
a model kitchen, with 
pale wood floors, dark 
wood cabinets and 
enamel cooktops, in a 
new condo develop-
ment in manhattan. 
Left: another render-
ing of the apartment, 
with a blackened steel 
staircase.

above: The fireplace 
surround of a boston 
loft combines traver-
tine, plaster and dark 
walnut cabinets that 
match the surrounding 
floors. above right: 
Part of the exterior of 
Chung’s own house is 
clad in plate mirror to 
reflect the trees.

Delta Wright & Elena Frampton

Stephen Chung
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Lace 2116

Look and Feel.

Introducing the world’s first pattern-designed quartz surface — Motivo is a stunning visual and 
tactile experience, delivering endless creative options for wall paneling, custom-made furniture, 
kitchen countertops, vanity tops and more. Learn more at www.CaesarStoneUS.com/Motivo.

Motivo™
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Charles de Lisle Workshop |  
San Francisco
After seven years as a principal and creative director at the 
firm de Lisle, Philpotts & Staub, Charles de Lisle went solo this 
summer. The 41-year-old designer’s sophisticated and some-
times offeat visual style—dramatic, unexpected pairings of 
strong colors and textures and bold contemporary art—shines 
through in designs for Bay Area homes, corporate offices and 
vacation retreats. Now he’s busy converting a 90-year-old 
cattle barn into a lofty retreat in Sonoma and launching lines 
of furniture, fabrics and lighting. “I love the handmade and 
precious,” says de Lisle. “And strange combinations that make 
you think: digitally printed and handmade silk wallpaper, or 
plywood headboards that look like old record cabinets.” v
See Resources, last pages

fcStudio | Chicago
Architects Rachel Crowl, 39, and Julie Fisher, 41, met while 
working at Jordan Mozer’s Chicago studio 11 years ago; the two 
women established their own practice, fcStudio, in 1999. Since 
then, the pair has designed Chicago-area eateries (including 
the celebrated Bluebird), renovated historic houses and built 
contemporary homes. The architects just finished a residence 
in Chicago’s Wicker Park neighborhood that embraces many 
sustainable elements, including a green roof planted with 
prairie grasses to insulate the interior. The roof also attracts 
bees, to combat the current bee crisis. Underpinning all their 
work is a keen sense of reality: “We want to create spaces that 
people can live and work in comfortably and that look good. 
But we want them to be practical too,” says Fisher. 

Left: in a San Francisco 
pied-à-terre, de Lisle 
mixed a vintage italian 
Lucite table and alumi-
num naval chairs with 
striking artwork. above: 
The bedroom boasts 
a customized george 
nelson dresser and a 
vintage Le Corbusier 
armchair.

Far left: in the bath-
room of a Chicago 
apartment, a vessel 
sink echoes the curves 
of Tom Dixon’s Mirror 
Ball pendant. above: 
The solarium of a reno-
vated townhouse mixes 
colorful moroccan 
floor tiles with Chinese 
antiques and an uphol-
stered lounge chair.

Rachel Crowl & Julie Fisher

Charles de Lisle

for more “america’S GoT TalenT,” Go To meThome.com.
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Discover
total light control

The power to transform any space with light is now 

yours—at the touch of a button. Control the light and 

shade levels in a single room—or throughout your 

whole home—using a handheld remote, wall-mounted 

keypad, or tabletop control.

Create just the right light for any activity or mood—and 

save energy while you do it—with Lutron light and 

shade controls.

To learn more about how Lutron light and shade 

controls can enhance your home—and your life—visit 

www.lutron.com/wholehomesolutions

wall-mounted keypad in stainless steel
©2009 Lutron Electronics Co., Inc.
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To celebrate Met Home’s latest book, Glamour: Making It Modern, we asked top designers and 
architects for their secrets to creating rooms worthy of the silver screen. By Katherine E. Nelson

“The most glamorous style is art 
deco.”—John Beckmann

“Keep the shapes simple but the 
materials luxurious.”

—Benjamin Noriega-Ortiz

“Less is more, but ‘less’ better 
be totally decadent.”

—Raji Radhakrishnan
Armani/Casa

Baloon, upholstered in creamy wool, has a nickel–
plated iron base ($7,875; ArmaniCasa.com).

Arteriors Home
Conti, a sparkling two-tier antique-brass and glass chandelier (35"h x 28"dia, $2,450; ArteriorsHome.com).

Juliska
The company’s new stoneware has  

an innovative metallic glaze (five-piece setting, 
$130; Juliska.com).

Editors’
Choice

Glamour Rules
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KITCHENS + DESIGN. Made in Italy. 1.877.762.4337 | www.snaidero-usa.com 
CORPORATE SHOWROOMS  Fort Lauderdale | Los Angeles | Miami | New Jersey | New York | 

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED SHOWROOMS  Asheville | Chicago | Edmonton | Greenwich | Honolulu | Jersey Shore | 

Laguna Niguel | Long Island | Madison | Maui | Naples | San Rafael | Seattle | South Norwalk | Toronto | Vancouver | Washington D.C. | 

Bogotá | Mexico City | Puerto Rico | Caracas
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Good Design™ 2008 Award winning kitchen

Snaidero USA o� ers eco-friendly products that qualify towards LEED certi� cation.
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“Curves indicate languid sensuality. 
Glamour leans toward the curved.”

—Matthew White
Ethan Allen

The sinuous five-leg side table is finished in silver leaf (18"dia x 23"h, $400; EthanAllen.com).

“Glamour is a combination  
of beauty, luxury and sparkle.”

—Jay Jeffers

Bisazza
Glittering Damasco Rosso Oro 24K gold and glass 

tile mosaic ($256/sq. ft.; Bisazza.com).

“Even a log cabin should  
have elements of glamour.”

—Kelly Monnahan

Sandback
Natural oak and painted maple Drum table 

 (8"dia x 17"h, $875; DennisMiller.com).

“My favorite materials  
are burnished anything:  

gold, silver, bronze.”
—Michael Berman

Baker
Cristobal carved and varnished silver-leaf chest by 

Jacques Garcia ($4,820; BakerFurniture.com).

“The first thing I’d buy for a 
glamorous room is a long, low 

sofa of modern design.”
—John Beckmann

Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Rennie armless upholstered polyester chenille sofa 

(81"l, $1,760; MGAndBW.com).

“Glamour has an  
understated ease about  

it and tries just hard  
enough without trying  

too hard.”
—Andrew Flesher

Theresienthal
Marrakesch hand-painted crystal and 24K gold 

teacup and saucer ($390; TableArtOnline.com).

Editors’ 
Choice 
Cont.
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“My favorite glamorous materials 
are stainless steel and leather.”

—Hugh Newell Jacobsen
Wittmann

Lester upholstered leather and chrome deck chair by Soda Designers ($3,800; M2LCollection.com).

For a sneak peek at Glamour: makinG it modern, go to MetHoMe.coM/glaMour.

“Materials like glass, mirror 
and Lucite can create the 

illusion of an expansive 
space.”—Kelly Monnahan

Ligne Roset
Black lacquer spindle and glass coffee table by 

Brad Ascalon ($1,745; Ligne-Roset-USA.com). v

“Glamour makes me  
think of silk, gilt and highly 

lacquered sheens.”
—Nestor Santa-Cruz

“You can never go  
wrong with black and white.”

—Jonathan Adler

“Glamour is relaxed  
and timeless.”
—Vicente Wolf

Farrow & Ball

Donna Karan Home Modern ClassicsVladimir Kagan Couture

Bamboo hand-blocked wallpaper (21"w, $215 per 
double roll; Farrow-Ball.com).

Queen-size sham ($190), pillows ($160 ea.), quilt or 
duvet ($500) and sheet ($125), Bloomingdales.com.

VK Ultrasuede chaise with polished aluminum 
base ($6,500; VladimirKaganCouture.com).

“The most glamorous thing that 
you can have in a room is great 

lighting.”—Andrew Flesher

Thomasville
Flannery, a table lamp by Darryl Carter (24"h, 

$340; Thomasville.com/darrylcarter).
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Kabocha Squash Panna 
Cotta

•  Peanut or vegetable oil for oiling  
ramekins 

•  1 two-pound kabocha squash
•  1 tbsp. agar-agar flakes 
•  1¼ cups heavy cream 
•  ½ cup mascarpone
•  2 tsp. chopped fresh thyme 
•  ½ tsp. Aleppo pepper (or ⅛ tsp. 

cayenne)* 
•  1 tsp. sea salt, or to taste 

1Heat oven to 350°F. Lightly oil 4 small 
custard cups or ramekins. 

2Halve and seed squash. Place cut-side 
down on baking sheet. Bake until soft, 45 
minutes to an hour or more (cooking times 
vary widely with individual squash). Cool, 
then scrape out flesh and purée with immer-
sion blender. Measure 1 cup into a medium 
mixing bowl; reserve the remainder for 
another use. 

3Combine the agar-agar and cream in a 
small saucepan and mix well. Let stand 30 
minutes. Transfer to a burner and bring to 
a boil, stirring constantly. Reduce the heat 
and simmer 10 minutes. Strain through a fine 
sieve into the bowl with the squash. 

4Add mascarpone, thyme, Aleppo pepper 
(or cayenne) and salt to the bowl and mix 
with a wooden spoon or rubber spatula until 
smooth and well blended. Taste and adjust 
the seasoning. Divide the mixture among the 
prepared custard cups and let stand until set, 
about 1 hour.

P
anna cotta took American menus by creamy storm for good reasons:  
The Italian dessert, a custard made with no eggs, has a silky texture and  
a delicate flavor; it tastes both light and rich. But there’s no reason to  

wait for dessert to indulge. With a little tweaking, in the way a molecular  
gastronome might do, panna cotta can be an excellent appetizer or a side dish.

The trick is in the thickener. Classic panna cotta is made with gelatin and 
has to be chilled well and served cold to keep it from melting. If you substitute 
agar-agar (a seaweed product) for the gelatin, the panna cotta will thicken at 
room temperature and hold up even during reheating.  

Kabocha squash would work in a sweet panna cotta, but it’s unexpected in a 
savory form, enriched with mascarpone and spiced with Aleppo pepper. Or try 
a porcini mushroom variation, with Parmigiano-Reggiano and crème fraîche.

Produced by SuSAn Tyree VicToriA.  PhoToGrAPhS by mArcuS nilSSon. Food STylinG by 
roScoe beTSill. 

Not just for dessert anymore, panna cotta with a savory bent 
makes an appealing appetizer or a surprising side dish.

By Regina Schrambling

Custard’s 
Next Stand

Weekend
Kitchen
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Shown: Whirlpool Washer and Dryer: #WTW9550WR (washer), #WED9550WR (dryer), and #XHP1550WR (pedestal) For the store nearest you, call 1-800-993-4416. © 2009 by Lowe’s.  
All rights reserved. Lowe’s and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC. 

Ever since your washer’s been gone,  
your dryer feels empty inside. 

With more than 6,500 stylish brand-name appliances and 

low prices that can’t be beat, Lowe’s makes it easy to fill 

the void. Visit Lowes.com/Appliances. 
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simplybrilliant
®

Savannah | Atlanta | Charleston | Houston

877 762 2323

shop circalighting.com

For your table.

5Run a spatula around the rim of each 
panna cotta and carefully unmold onto 
small serving plates. (They can be reheated 
in a 350°F oven for 5 minutes, either in the 
ramekins or after unmolding them.) Serves 4. 
*Aleppo pepper is available in specialty stores or 
online from Kalustyans.com.

Porcini Panna Cotta 

•  ½ oz. dried porcini
•  Peanut or vegetable oil for oiling ramekins 
•  1 tbsp. butter 
•  1 clove garlic, minced
•  1 shallot, minced
•  1 tsp. tamari or soy sauce 
•  1 tbsp. agar-agar flakes 
•  1 cup crème fraîche 
•  ½ cup freshly grated  

Parmigiano-Reggiano
•  Freshly ground black pepper to taste
•  1½ tbsp. chopped chives (optional) 

1Place porcini in a medium bowl and pour 
1½ cups boiling water over them. Let stand 
until completely softened, about 30 minutes. 
Oil 4 small custard cups or ramekins. 

2Lift porcini out of soaking water, reserv-
ing water, transfer them to a sieve and rinse 
well under running water to remove any grit. 
Squeeze dry and mince. Line sieve with sev-
eral layers of paper towels and strain soaking 

water into small saucepan. Set aside.

3Melt butter in a sauté pan over medium-
high heat. Add garlic and shallots, sauté 
briefly, then add minced porcini. Cook, stir-
ring often, about 5 minutes. Stir in tamari. 
Transfer to a mixing bowl.

4Add agar-agar flakes to reserved porcini 
water and mix well; let stand 10 minutes. 
Bring the water and flakes to a boil, stirring 
constantly, then reduce the heat to low and 
simmer 10 minutes. Strain through a sieve 
into porcini mixture, mixing well. Add crème 
fraîche and Parmigiano and mix well. Season 
with pepper to taste (and salt if needed). 

5Ladle the mixture into the custard cups or 
ramekins and let stand until set. 

6 Just before serving, warm bottoms of cups 
in hot water, then carefully unmold onto 
small serving plates. (They can be reheated 
in a 350°F oven for 5 minutes, either in the 
ramekins or after unmolding them.) Garnish 
with chopped chives. Serves 4. v

Kabocha squash

Weekend
Kitchen
Cont.
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PROMOTION

New Look. New Feel. New Features. The New PointClickHome.com

Featuring I On Design, Met Home’s newest design blog. 

pointclickhome.com/iondesign.

PHOTO: NATHAN KIRKMAN FOR METROPOLITAN HOME, JUNE 2009
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“Glamour breathes self-confidence”

$40.00* Hardcover - 8 ½ x 11 in / 240 pages / 200 color photographs
*plus shipping and handling and applicable sales tax

Available wherever books are sold or call toll-free at 1-800-914-5656 
or visit: www.hfmbooks.com to order now

A primer for achieving glamour in any home, no matter your personal style or budget, 

GLAMOUR: MAKING IT MODERN will help raise the “easy elegance” level of any room. 

ADVERTISEMENT

– Jonathan Adler
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1-800-461-5581 • napoleonfi replaces.com

 gives you the elegance you deserve.

Perfection in Every Crystal

Napoleon’s Limited LHD50 Edition fi replace is 

made with CRYSTALLIZED™ - Swarovski Elements, 

presented in a dazzling “necklace” design.
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trade
exchangeIDEAS, INFORMATION AND

INSPIRATION FROM DESIGN

INDUSTRY INSIDERS

PLANTATION www.plantationdesign.com
323•930•5674

AKO INTERIOR     www.akostores.com  
718•375•2130

DRAGONETTE www.dragonetteltd.com
310•855•9091

RESOURCE FURNITURE www.resourcefurniture.com 
310•855•9091

FOR EVEN MORE DESIGN IDEAS, VISIT WWW.METHOME.COM

PROMOTION
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Every single detail has been beautifully engineered to blow you away.  And that’s not just talk. With sleek 

design and thoughtful engineering like IR remote-friendly doors, hidden wheels, European hardware and flow-through ventilation, 

BDI home theater furniture is designed to amaze. Visit bdiusa.com to locate a dealer near you, and prepare to be floored.

    www.bdiusa.com     H I G H  P E R F O R M A N C E  F U R N I T U R E

HIDDEN

WHEELS

DROP DEAD

GORGEOUS

CONCEALED SPEAKER 

COMPARTMENT

A V I O N  S E R I E S  I I  8 9 2 9
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Personal expression...
made to order.

Treat yourself to a gift this holiday. Order before November 16th
and receive guaranteed delivery by December 25th. 

Visit your local retailer for more information.  

www.americanleather.com

CA Bedfellows 818.985.0500 Cantoni 877.881.9191 CT Connecticut Design Center 203.299.1700 

Fairhaven Furniture 203.776.3099 DC RCKNDY, LLC 202.332.5639 GA Cantoni 877.881.9191 

IL Avanti Furniture 815.469.1200 European Furniture Warehouse 312.243.1955 LifeStyles Furniture 309.764.1068 

Toms-Price 847.478.1900 847.675.9400 630.668.7878 MD Indoor Furniture 410.381.7577 

MO Black Bamboo 816.283.3000 NC Ambiente International 877.590.1122 NJ Luxe Home Company 609.987.2600 

Robert Legere Home 732-869-9399 Signature Leather 201-612-1001 Wesco Fine Furniture 973-887-0517 

NY AKO Interior 718.375.2130 Designs For Living 516.333.0777 Jensen-Lewis 212.929.4880 TX Cantoni 877.881.9191 

Skandinavia 512.451.1868 VA LaDifference 866.452.3433 WI Century House 608.233.4488

WESTCHESTER sectional shown in Flagstaff Parchment.
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very now and again, we editors of Met Home put on our fortune-telling 
hats and try to divine the direction of home design (sometimes we’re even 
right). Extrapolating from what we’ve been seeing in our tea leaves, we 

present, on the pages that follow, some of the paths design will be taking in the 
near future. Glamour figures prominently in our forecast, as does playfulness, 
sometimes in the same room (as they do in this photo of design star Kelly 
Wearstler’s sons, Oliver, 7, and Elliott, 6, jumping on the mattress of a singularly 
memorable bed). The new wave is entirely personal, but there is a strategy shared 
by all of the houses and apartments in this issue, whether created by up-and-
comers (“America’s Got Talent,” p. 44) or more experienced professionals: an 
intriguing, unique mix of furniture, accessories, art and collectibles that defies 
period, style, provenance or genre. We hope these locations will give you ideas, 
lots of ideas, for a well-designed future in your home. Enjoy!—The Editors
See Resources, last pages.
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What’s Next
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In the Malibu beach house she shares with three other families, ultra-glam design  
star Kelly Wearstler celebrates the sand and surf with unique, sophisticated interiors  
that embrace a sun-bleached palette and the castaway allure of a perfect summer.

Kelly Wearstler’s bold, free-range sensibility 
comes out to play in the living room. Colors 
and textures—bleached walnut floors, gray 
Bardiglio marble walls and pale neutral tex-
tiles—echo the beach below. The overscale 
Soriano sofa and a pair of enormous vintage 
chairs are both organic and urbane. The 
neo-constructivist cabinet built of rosewood 
and walnut is by Jeffrey Greene. Art at left 
is by Phil Wagner. The serrated arc on the 
marble coffee table is from Wearstler’s 
home collection for Bergdorf Goodman.

METHOME.COM  71
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I love to travel and to be inspired by new things so everything is 
always new. I’ve never done the same bathroom or the same 
kitchen a second time. It’s challenging and I like to be challenged,” 
she points out, buoyantly reiterating her “don’t look back” fashion-
infused attitude toward design. 

Since establishing the House of KWID (Kelly Wearstler Interior 
Design) in Los Angeles, she’s displayed a virtuosic talent for color, 
gliding confidently from the hushed tones of midcentury mod-
ernism straight into the intense hues of a Technicolor musical. 
Her luxury hotel interiors—featuring elegant bergère chairs, 
unexpected lacquer finishes (glistening lemon yellows, Amazon 
parrot greens) and old-style stately wallpapers—ignited a 
Hollywood Regency revival. While designing this renovated beach 
house for her own family and friends, Wearstler wasn’t even 
tempted to reprise the signature style of her past successes.

When Wearstler and her husband, Brad Korzen (founder of the 

This page: Working with her husband, Kelly Wearstler has been designing idyllic 
resorts since 1999, from the Avalon in Beverly Hills to the Tides in South Beach 
and the Viceroy, which opens its latest outpost this month on the Caribbean is-
land of Anguilla. Opposite: In her Malibu foyer, Wearstler put a strongly graphic 
vintage chair she found in Miami on a Mansour Modern rug; she bought the 
enormous nautilus sculpture from Sultana in San Francisco on 1stDibs.com.

“Once I’ve designed 
something, I immediately 
move on to the next 
thing,” the unstoppable 
Kelly Wearstler declares 
with great enthusiasm. “I 
absolutely love what I do. 

PhotograPhs by François halard. Written by susan Morgan.

Kor Realty Group), manage to escape their hectic schedules, they 
hide out seaside with their two young sons. In this California 
beach house, the whole family is over the moon. “We bought the 
house with three other couples,” explains Wearstler. “It’s a share 
and we all have families.” The house, built in the early 1990s, was 
beautifully sited above the incoming tide. The view was irresist-
ibly picturesque, a panoramic seascape with two massive rocks 
just offshore that punctuated the horizon; the architecture, how-
ever, was far less enchanting. Sharing the opinion of one neighbor, 
who described the house as “reminiscent of an ’80s surf-and-turf 
restaurant,” the new homeowners agreed to embark on a major 
renovation. “It took about two years. The house was taken down to 
three remaining studs, the floor plan was changed and everything 
was rebuilt,” recalls Wearstler. “And since I’m the only designer in 
the group, I got to design. We all have children, so we wanted it to 
be kid-friendly, with soft edges and practical fabrics.”

The focus of the house was clearly the ocean, and Wearstler 
worked, as she says, “to bring the outside in.” In the living room, 
floor-to-ceiling windows frame the spectacular Pacific. At the 
center of the house, an enormous skylight was installed and sun-
shine pours in from above; one leafy tree, soaring two stories high, 
was planted in the main hall. The color palette, muted and com-
plex, was drawn from the oceanfront setting: silvery barnacle gray, 
spindrift white and driftwood taupe. All of the building mate-
rials—bleached walnut flooring, Douglas-fir kitchen cabinetry, 
wave-patterned marble walls—seem to mirror the natural setting. 
“The marble is so organic and full of movement, it feels like the 
ocean,” says Wearstler, “or like being inside a shell.” A range of 
marble—from watery green to brooding storm-cloud black—was 
used throughout the house as wall coverings, custom vanities and 
dramatic fireplace surrounds. There are tiny, spiraling, fossilized 
shells embedded within the marble kitchen counter, and an enor-
mous sculpture of a chambered nautilus in the foyer seems to 
tumble to the floor, evoking a Jules Verne vision where the known 
world spins into the imaginary (a Wearstler trademark).
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In the dining room, vintage bucket chairs 
surround a table that is grand but simple: a 
slab of stone balanced on a stout pedestal. 
The art above the sideboard, a custom piece 
by Kelly Wearstler, is from the Pegaso Gal-
lery in Los Angeles. Appropriately enough, 
the splayed copper branches of a 1960s 
French chandelier suggest a clump of sea-
weed. Opposite: Wearstler designed the 
central staircase as precisely as a construc-
tivist sculpture. The bleached-walnut stairs, 
organized as a teetering stack of boxes, are 
topped with a graceful brass railing.
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nod to the past and a wink at the future. The mix is altogether her 
own and is tailored to every job, including this one.     

“I live with four guys,” Wearstler says, counting her husband, 
two sons and Brea, their rescued mutt. “I wanted this house to feel 
organic, raw and textural.” Mixed in with her own custom furni-
ture are pieces by earlier designers well known for rendering bold, 
sculptural silhouettes in earthy materials: Paul Evans, whose ’60s 
brutalist aesthetic juggled highly polished metals and resin with 
flashes of corrosion and decay; sleek leather chairs by Karl 
Springer; and new editions of architect Pierre Chareau’s milky 
alabaster wall sconces from the 1930s, translucent cubes arranged 
in piles like rock crystals or fanned out to resemble wings.

Focusing on the spectacular view, the horizontal lines of the 
renovated house seem to limn the actual horizon. “All of the furni-
ture is low,” explains Wearstler. “Everything is about 16 inches 
from the floor. I wanted the focus to be low and steady on the 
ocean.” A wooden deck extending from the glass-walled living area 
cantilevers out from the side of the Malibu cliff; far beneath the 
deck lies a narrow sand beach. “There are times during the day 
when you feel as if you’re on a boat—you can sit in the living room 
and look down and see nothing but water,” says Wearstler, cap-
turing the spirit of the house. 

When the tide is low, the children can walk out to the starfish-
encrusted rocks; and when the tide is high and the surf is up, 
adults climb on boards and take to the waves.

The wallpaper in this bedroom is hand-painted, with lines as jagged as 
shattered slate (the Mansour Modern carpet is a natural companion). The 
bed is vintage: Its headboard is bracketed with gilded spirals; side tables are 
Wearstler custom designs. Linens are by Wearstler for Sferra. Flanking the bed, 
a pair of mirrors hangs above pyramid-shaped lamps, all vintage—as are the 
overscale chairs. Newly covered in a Larsen fabric, they are all about comfort.

If you had to define her style, 
you might say Kelly Wearstler 
encapsulates contemporary 
sophistication and wit, with a
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The Shell: Five Hundred Million Years of Inspired Design and 
Minerals: Nature’s Fabulous Jewels. Designing the Malibu beach 
house, her attentive gaze seems to turn equally toward nature and 
culture. A graduate of the Massachusetts College of Art, Wearstler 
has always regarded furniture as sculptural; her interiors and table- 
scapes are as thoroughly conceptualized and composed as art 
installations. A huge gray marble fireplace surround, which was 
custom built for the living room, recalls a Richard Artschwager 
sculpture: A three-dimensional frame of receding rectangles teases 
out the nervy alliance between picture-making and functional 
objects. Wearstler utilized highly patterned marbles for floor and 
wall coverings as well as for custom furnishings. Although the 
colors are subdued, the marble itself is as insistent and defined as an 
abstract painting: ancient stone inscribed with whorls and undu-
lating lines, a background with an undeniably strong presence. 

In the marble-lined dressing room, an angled plywood side 
chair, formed of a series of triangles that unfold like a large piece 
of origami, was designed by Wearstler as part of her luxury line of 
furnishings and accessories for Bergdorf Goodman. The gentle 
play between the shades of warm white, milky alabaster and misty 
gray recalls the soft fog that, many a morning, rolls along the 
southern California coast. “The mixture of weird textures and 
organic surfaces creates an interesting dialogue,” observes 
Wearstler, acknowledging her unfettered affection for materials 
as varied as grass cloth and fossilized stone.

This page (from left): Wearstler deftly arranges geometric forms for full drama. 
Circular mirrors float over a rectangular dressing table in the master suite; an 
African sculpture sits on a table in the dressing room. Opposite: The bathroom 
vanity was custom designed by Wearstler. It’s a Bates and Bates polished-steel 
oval sink set into a block of marble; faucets by Paul Decorative are suitably 
named Atlantis. The large aluminum mirror is from John Salibello Antiques.

When the New York Times reported on Kelly Wearstler’s 
book-collecting habits, the two titles at the top of her list were
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Ever since she began her career, Kelly 

Wearstler’s work has exemplified the 

new wave of exuberant hostess-with-

the-mostest interiors. The first book 

about her oeuvre, Modern Glamour, 

was subtitled “The Art of Unexpected 

Style,” and Hue (due out this month 

from Ammo Books) considers her 

fearless use of color. Like an inspired 

and confident party giver, Wearstler 

knows that mixing it all up—eras, 

attitudes, materials, textures—will 

deliver the most thrilling results.

“I look at every piece of furniture 

and every object as an individual 

sculpture,” says Wearstler, who car-

ries a sketchbook when she travels 

to all corners of the world. She never 

flinches at boldly partnering natural 

and man-made objects. “I’m always 

inspired by new things, so I look for 

pieces that have distinct personali-

ties—whether it’s quiet or loud. I set 

up a visual dialogue. And that’s how 

something unexpected and exciting 

happens in a room.” 

(1) Wearstler composed the street entrance as an anteroom that 
states the dominant design motifs of the home. It’s a quiet prelude 
leading up to the living room with its panoramic view of the sea 
and sky. The striated fabric wall piece, purchased in Paris, is by 
American artist Sheila Hicks. The pillars, stacked columns of 
whitewashed spheres and cubes, were designed by Wearstler her-
self. The small area rug is by Mansour Modern.
(2) In the living room, a jointed figure traditionally used by art 
students sits atop a wooden cabinet, a jazzy neo-constructivist 
improvisation on the square designed by Pennsylvania furniture 
artist Jeffrey Greene. The vintage curved white chair is a Karl 
Springer design. 
(3) The low sideboard, a utilitarian piece featuring a striking geo-
metric composition of rare woods, is a Wearstler custom piece. An 
alabaster wall sconce, a contemporary reissue of a 1920s French 
design by architect Pierre Chareau, illuminates a wide-seated vin-
tage side chair with slender legs.
(4) A tabletop vignette, a group exhibition in miniature, includes 
two midcentury abstract paintings, a vintage “iceberg” lamp and a 
rock crystal ornament by contemporary designer Robert Kuo.
(5) A pair of Cassina’s Cab chairs by Mario Bellini in white leather 
and the bold graphics of a black-and-white abstract painting 
complement the warm white walls and bleached walnut floors.  
(6) The towering roly-poly figure in the master bedroom is con-
structed from bits of scavenged wood. A vintage pouf was 
reupholstered in acid-washed cowhide flecked with gold; rustic 
and refined at the same time, this surprising fabric is by Los 
Angeles–based designer Mike Ragan, founder of RAGS. v
See Resources, last pages.

What the Pros Know
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Dixie
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This light-filled loft near
downtown San Antonio
(a former candy factory) now 
welcomes Emily Robison, of
the Dixie Chicks, home from
her travels around the world.

“Our big challenge,” says Patrick Ousey, one of the project’s 
two architects, “was how to maintain the simple beauty of 
the space but also highlight its best qualities.” So the 18 
steel-framed windows, as well as board-formed concrete 
ceilings (now painted in PPG’s Gypsum), remained in place. 
Interior designer Joel Mozersky defined the living area with 
a B&B Italia sofa and a pair of swivel chairs whose lines play 
off the vintage Sergio Rodrigues sling-back lounge chair.

Chic
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Even if you’re the quiet Dixie Chick—as Emily 
Robison has been called—there’s no getting away from the fact that 
there are few places you can go without causing a stir. Except maybe 
design showrooms, which the self-confessed shelter magazine fan 
slips away to when she’s on the road. “I love them,” Robison readily 
admits. Their vignettes of stylish furniture and picture-perfect 
kitchen systems make it easy to focus on domesticity. They cer-
tainly offer respite from generic hotel rooms, the chaos of night 
after night of standing-room-only concerts and the occasional pro-
test from former fans still fuming over Dixie Chicks’ lead singer 
Natalie Maines’s antiwar declaration in March 2003.

But there was also a practical impulse for the design showroom 
escapes, Robison notes. “I’m project-oriented,” she says—and she 
had a project. It was a loft in San Antonio, originally meant to be 
just a stopping-off place between the airport and Robison’s ranch 
in the Texas Hill Country two hours away. But once she and archi-
tects Jim Poteet and Patrick Ousey and interior designer Joel 
Mozersky started work on it, the near-downtown oasis ended up 
becoming a four-bedroom, three-bath spread where the Grammy 
award-winning singer and instrumentalist could kick off her boots 
and really be at home.

PROduced By Helen THOMPSOn and SuSan TyRee VIcTORIa. PHOTOGRaPHS By 
cOlleen duffley. WRITTen By Helen THOMPSOn.

This page (from top): Two Cherner stools pull up to the white lacquer kitchen 
island, which is banded in stainless steel; homeowner Emily Robison perches 
on an Antonio Citterio–designed Maxalto SMPR armchair in the breakfast area. 
Opposite: “Positioning the kitchen and the island along the back wall,” says ar-
chitect Patrick Ousey, “made it look less like a kitchen.” A series of sliding doors 
in the oak-paneled wall conceal a pantry, storage and a mechanical closet.
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“I wanted something modern and sleek,” says 
Robison. But when Poteet and Ousey showed her the unfinished 
loft, it was far from that. Outside, it was a handsome six-story, 
brick-clad 1926 icon in the city’s warehouse area. Inside, though, 
it had seen better—if not sweeter—days. The fourth floor, which 
had caught Robison’s eye, displayed conspicuous evidence of its 
former life as the Duerler candy factory—nicks and odd propeller-
leaf shapes in the floor were telltale bolt scars left by the Hobart 
candy-mixing machines. And there were no support beams, just 
concrete columns set on a roughly 22-foot grid, their V-shaped 
capitals chunky exaggerations of their Corinthian antecedents.

The columns, though, would determine the floor plan. “The 
columns are a little weird,” Poteet concedes. “They actually cor-
respond to the plain brick facade of the building and not to 
anything inside.” In spite of the columns’ eccentricity, Ousey and 
Poteet opted to go with the flow. “Rather than suppressing the 
grid,” says Ousey, “we made the columns into an organizational 
element—like exclamation points.”

“I worried that the living area was too big,” recalls Robison, 
“and that the farthest parts would be a no-man’s-land.” With the 
columns as their guide, the architects contrived a plan in which 
the public arena of Robison’s loft is deftly introduced by an entry 
hall that opens to the living room at a diagonal to maximize the 
impact of the views. Dining and family areas and the oak-paneled 
kitchen assemble neatly along the room’s perimeter.

This page: Architects Jim Poteet (left) and Patrick Ousey, frequent collabora-
tors, relax in a family area. Opposite: The architects reglazed and refurbished 
the factory sash windows, then repainted them a gun-metal color; Ultrasuede 
curtains frame the windows throughout. Robison chose the B&B Italia Athos din-
ing table and found the old industrial pendants at Obsolete in Los Angeles; the 
vintage Milo Baughman chairs were re-covered in a Schumacher chevron.

“The tendency when renovating older 

buildings has been to replace all the 

windows,” notes architect Patrick 

Ousey, “because they are thought 

to leak air or need too much repair.” 

Both Ousey and his collaborator Jim 

Poteet have long been champions of 

reuse, but in the case of the building 

housing Emily Robison’s loft, there 

were aesthetic as well as environmen-

tal rewards for recycling the extant 

windows. Although the industrial 

sash windows are steel, both of the 

architects appreciated the visual 

delicacy of their design. “Today,” says 

Poteet, “double-pane glass is the stan-

dard, which means that the frame-

work that holds the glass in place is 

heftier and the mullions are much 

thicker than they were in the ’20s, 

when this building was constructed.” 

Ousey observes, “The frames are an 

industrial material, but they look 

refined.” After sanding, reglazing and 

reinstalling the panes, the windows 

are actually better than new.
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Both architects are proponents of letting a 
building speak for itself. “We decided,” says Ousey, “to celebrate 
the floors as they were.” There turned out to be more to celebrate 
than everyone thought: While burnishing the concrete floors, an 
older layer of honey-color terrazzo speckled with black began to 
peek out from underneath. “We were excited to see it,” says 
Robison. Terrazzo, plus intermittent sweeps of concrete, scars 
and niches, stayed. “At that point,” notes Ousey, “the introduction 
of other colors into the loft seemed wrong, so we decided to paint 
all walls off-white and to bring in color via the furnishings.”

Ousey added a subtle gray-and-ocher antique Oushak rug to 
anchor the living space; Joel Mozersky introduced a bold brown 
and white pattern—in the dining room chairs, in the Amadi rugs in 
the seating area next to the kitchen and in the master bedroom—
to define a visual corridor along the ceiling-high windows that are 

draped in Ultrasuede. “Emily wanted the space to be unpredict-
able (no Saarinen tables, she specified) but homey,” says Mozersky. 
The rugs did the trick and also tempered the powerful presence of 
the steel-framed windows that overlook them.

“It was really important that all the furniture was child-friendly,” 
says Robison. Sofas upholstered in soft gray chenille, coffee tables 
with no sharp edges and durable leather on chairs make the fur-
nishings suitable for the wear and tear that comes courtesy of her 
three children and their friends, as well as road-weary musicians 
just off the red-eye or the tour bus.

This page: “We lowered the ceiling in the bedroom,” says Ousey, “to make  
the room cozier and more tailored.” Bubble sconces by Andrew Colquitt hover 
above the B&B Italia Charles bed. Opposite: The architects extended the lan-
guage of the glass and steel windows to the master bedroom. Robison’s studio, 
home to her instruments (and Grammy awards), was originally the nursery.  
The glass wall made it easy for her to keep a maternal eye on her infant twins.
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Besides specifying unpredictability, Emily 
Robison’s other request was for a master suite, which Poteet and 
Ousey gave her. There’s an offce that’s a buffier between the living 
room and the bedroom itself, a small music studio, a spacious bath 
and a huge closet. “Her big desire,” says Ousey, “was for a luxurious 
bathing experience. Emily roughs it when she’s on the road and also 
at her ranch, which is still under construction, and she wanted to 
feel pampered when she’s here.”

While the east-facing bedroom is all about light, the tile-lined 
bath is windowless. The room depends on ambient reflections of 
light bouncing offi the glass shower doors and the lustrous hand-
made floor and wall tiles to evoke a comforting evanescence. Once 
again, though, the columns were not to be denied. One became a 
canopy that crowns the shower stall; the other is a totem to bathing, 
with the Agape tub at its base and a chandelier floating above.

“I’ve gone through a lot in the last year,” says Robison, alluding 
to her recent divorce from songwriter Charlie Robison. “This is a 
happy place to live.” She’s not the only one with that opinion. The 
children are fascinated with the building. Knowing that they have 
favorite neighbors who are asleep on the floor above affiords non-
stop intrigue for them. “They love to get the mail and to say hello 
to the desk clerk,” says Robison. “Their friends ask, ‘Do you live in 
a hotel?’ ” These days the answer is no, because Emily Robison 
isn’t on the road—she’s “in the house” at home. v
See Resources, last pages.

This page (from top): A comfy custom bed is for guests in this bedroom offi the 
32-foot-long, oak-paneled entry hall that precedes the main living area; river 
rock lines the floor of the master bathroom shower enclosure (floors are white 
ceramic tile). Opposite: The womblike Deep tub by Agape makes bathing an 
experience; the Coral chandelier is from Moth Design, the custom cabinetry is 
walnut. Robison’s room-size walk-in closet is beyond the opaque-glass doors.
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New York designer Larry Laslo 
created this sophisticated retreat 
in Miami for a Colorado couple 
whose art collection is as edgy  
and kicked-back as their lives.

Snowbirds in  
www.storemags.com & www.fantamag.com



The living room of Karen and Courtney 
Lord’s condominium is a showplace for 
their art—a collection that focuses on 
painting as well as photography. The 
furniture, intended as an homage to 
Miami style, includes a white leather 
Kennedee sofa by Jean-Marie Massaud 
and a pair of Gio Ponti Dezza armchairs 
(upholstered in faux pony skin), all 
from Poltrona Frau. The console is 
custom; pillow fabrics are from Robert 
Allen and Jack Lenor Larsen. The large 
photograph is by Vanessa Beecroft.

 Paradise
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sunny Miami Beach. He would play golf. She would walk or bike to 
the beach. They’d prowl in art galleries, poke around shops, walk 
to the movies—and talk about finding a more permanent winter 
home. Finally, Karen issued an ultimatum: “If we’re going to do 
this, let’s do it.” The house hunt began in earnest. 

Days passed. They found a condominium building they liked, 
but not one available apartment suited. Then their broker offered 
up one he was using as an office. “It had high ceilings and great 
light,” says Karen. “It just felt good. I believe that when you find 
the right place, it speaks to you.” The Lords had been spoken to—
and they responded. They bought it.

The couple had already worked with New York–based designer 
Larry Laslo on their Aspen house (MH, Mar ’09), so it seemed 
natural for them to turn to him again. “Larry gets us,” says Karen 
succinctly, “and we get him. Plus, if you have an idea, he never 
shoots it down. It’s always an adventure.” And the admiration is 

mutual. Laslo praises Karen as well as Courtney, who loves the 
collaborative process of design and is willing to take some daring 
leaps. “He is very experimental,” says the designer approvingly.

So the couple decided to keep the ceilings high and to let all the 
air-conditioning ducts hang out, loft-style, although they opted to 
give the galvanized metal a coat of paint. Walls and floors were 
kept white (Sherwin Williams White on the former and Carrara 
marble on the latter), creating what Laslo terms “a huge white box 
that sets the stage for blasts of color.”

Above: “We made some unusual choices and added a little razzle-dazzle—after 
all, this is Miami,” says Larry Laslo, who stands next to clients Courtney and 
Karen Lord, seated in Arne Jacobsen Egg chairs; the painting is by Ruud van  
Empel. Opposite: Christopher Guy dining chairs, with his signature Chris-X legs, 
are upholstered in antique brocade and white patent leather. The Rohan table is 
by Moura Starr, the chandelier from NIBA Home; the painting is by Tom Mullaney.

Produced by Linda o’Keeffe and nisi berryman. PhotograPhs by Ken hayden. 
Written by beth dunLoP.

Every winter, Courtney and Karen Lord 
would escape the deep freeze of Aspen, 
Colorado, where they live most of the year in 
a cutting-edge rammed-earth house, for 
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contrasts of color and style—have become Laslo hallmarks. He is 
unafraid, for example, to make a centerpiece by taking an enor-
mous silver vessel and planting it with wheatgrass (more often 
relegated to counters in juice bars), then adding purple orchids. 

Similarly, he chose to cover the cross-legged Christopher Guy 
dining chairs in two, almost diametrically opposite, fabrics—a 
pitch-perfect polished white patent leather for the seat (“drop a 
meatball and get out the Windex,” jokes the designer) and an 
antique silk brocade fabric “document” from his personal textile 
collection. “I know it may seem irreverent,” Laslo says, “but I 
really do think about these things for a long time.” 

Both designer and clients like clean, spare surfaces. This taste 
manifests itself fully in the Bulthaup kitchen Laslo designed to be 
as minimal and unobtrusive as possible. Shut the cabinet doors, 
clear off all the horizontal surfaces, he says, “and the kitchen 

becomes one big lacquer wall with a single stainless counter. It’s 
meant to be a blank face.”

Laslo jokes that he is so obsessive about counter-scaping that 
“in the bathroom, even the mouthwash is kept in a crystal 
decanter.” Medicine bottles, tubes of toothpaste and “junk” are 
kept in drawers and off, in the case of the Lord residence, the white 
Calcutta marble surfaces. The bathrooms, however, do get the full 
glam treatment: one received a Bisazza tile flower mosaic (seen 
through a floor-to-ceiling glass shower enclosure) and the other 
sports a patterned, sequined wallpaper.

This page: Accessories for the sleek Bulthaup kitchen include futuristic stools 
the Lords purchased from the condo’s previous owners. The artwork nearby 
is by Peter Lik; a photo by Massimo Vitali hangs in the hallway. Opposite: The 
master bath features a stunning Bisazza tile mosaic; for the floor, Laslo selected 
a “suede” tile from the Ann Sacks collection and Calcutta marble for the coun-
tertop (also from Ann Sacks); the faucet is by Dornbracht.

“I like to exaggerate scale,” says Laslo. “Things should either be big 
and important or small and precious.” Those dichotomies—as well as
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Larry Laslo likes to mix fabrics both 

for aesthetic and practical purposes. 

The combination of three shades of 

silk on the headboard in the master 

bedroom speaks to the former (the 

finishes are so subtle that you have 

to look carefully to see what makes 

the colors shimmer). Then there is 

the pragmatic. In bedrooms and 

elsewhere, he uses fabrics of differ-

ing weight, tone and translucence to 

control sunshine by day and keep the 

rooms dark at night. To accomplish 

this, he pairs sheer drapes with solid 

ones. While that may be common 

enough, Laslo’s arrangement is 

“backward”: He hangs the sheers 

in front, on the room side, and puts 

the more opaque drapes against the 

window wall. This allows him to use 

patterned sheers—above, a zebra 

sheer called Timberland, designed 

by Laslo for Robert Allen—over a less 

penetrable layer of pale green silk.

explored the burgeoning local gallery scene to select new and 
sometimes edgy work to add to the collection.
    The couple’s collection includes both painting and photography, 
and they are unafraid of works that might be deemed controver-
sial. In decorating the condo, design decisions deferred to the 
presence of the collection. “Art to us is not something you match 
with a sofa,” says Karen. The living room is of course the primary 
showcase. Some of Laslo’s blasts of color come in the form of the 
softening and inviting pillows that line the white leather sofa; 
others are in the paintings themselves or the dining area beyond. 

Some of the references in the design are subtle, others less so. 
And for all its sophistication, the apartment has its moments of 
coy humor as well. Laslo likes to term the master bedroom’s 
Christopher Guy headboard, with its abstract sculpted fabric, “the 
Flintstones meet Hollywood glam.” Add to that a mirrored chest 
of drawers (Laslo has one himself that once belonged to Helena 
Rubinstein, “who used it to store shoes,” he says), gold-leaf drum 
side tables and a fanciful feathered White Nimbus chandelier and 
the Hollywood look is complete. 

The picture-perfect quality is no accident. Laslo started out as a 
painter, then went on to window display before taking up product 
and interior design. He understands composition in two and three 
dimensions. “I really see the whole room, every room, as a photo-
graph in my mind before it is finished,” he explains. v
See Resources, last pages.

Above: In the bedroom, a vintage lounge chair and ottoman sit in front of a 
mirrored cabinet from NIBA Home in Miami’s design district (the lamp is from 
NIBA, too). Opposite: The extraordinary Christopher Guy bed is dressed with 
linens from Robert Allen. Elysée tables from Madison Leathers are gold-leaf 
drums; lamps are by Hinson Lighting. At the foot of the bed, the X-legged Direc-
toire ottoman is by Larry Laslo for Ferguson Copeland. Art is by Terry Rodgers.

“Art dominates this apartment,” 
says Laslo. The Lords and their 
like-minded designer canvassed 
annual Art Basel exhibitions and
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Architect Dirk Denison created this Mies 
van der Rohe–inspired home in northern 

California’s Marin County for a loving 
family that includes a special young man.

The living room in the home shared by Leslie and 
Marc Cohodes and their two children, Max and Emily, 
features a custom sofa based on a Christian Liaigre 
chair. It faces two Michael Berman club chairs and a 
coffee table by Richard Meier; art (at far left) is by 
Wolfgang Tillmans. In the dining area, Eero Saarinen’s 
Executive chairs from Knoll surround a dining table 
by Chicago architect Dirk Denison. A trio of framed 
“smears”  by Gerhard Richter hangs over the custom 
wenge buffet; the long, low bench opens for storage. 

www.storemags.com & www.fantamag.com



irk Denison couldn’t help but be inspired by Ludwig Mies van der 
Rohe, the German-born architect whose masterworks include the 
Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago. Denison has taught at 
IIT for 20 years, and his reverence for Mies comes through clearly 
in this Marin County house. Its central courtyard resembles 
Mies’s glass and steel Farnsworth House—turned inside out.

But Denison had an even greater inspiration than Mies: a 
teenage boy named Max, who was born with cerebral palsy. When 
Max’s parents, Leslie and Marc Cohodes, asked Denison to design 
the family’s house just outside San Francisco, the architect was 
struck by the boy’s tenacity. Outside the house, Max uses a wheel-
chair; inside, he mostly crawls. Denison was determined to create 
a house where every floor is on precisely the same level and where 
there isn’t even a threshold to disturb Max’s movements.

To Denison, the house would have to exceed the merely func-
tional, to be glorious from Max’s perspective: a house whose glass 
would come down to the floor, not stop at windowsills over Max’s 
head, and whose ceilings would be worth gazing up at. Mies talked 
about universal spaces, but it’s likely that even he never antici-
pated spaces as universal as the ones that Denison designed for 
Max, his sister, Emily, and their parents. Says Leslie, “For me, the 
house is beautiful; for Max, it changes his world.”

Produced by SuSan Tyree VicToria. PhoTograPhS by JoShua Mchugh.  
WriTTen by Fred a. bernSTein.

This page (clockwise from top left): A slender Harry Bertoia sculpture echoes 
the I-beams that frame the building; Leslie Cohodes and her architect of choice, 
Dirk Denison; Denison designed the dining table and the wenge buffet (the 
Saarinen chairs were originally intended for office use). Opposite: In the central 
courtyard, a vessel by artist Archie Held is a visual anchor that also creates a 
calming sound. The photograph, by Hiroshi Sugimoto, is of Rockefeller Center.
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he Cohodes family moved to California on short notice, when they 
found a school that was particularly helpful to Max. With a tight 
deadline, they bought a Spanish colonial house that Leslie says 
was “grandiose and overbearing—everything we’re not.” But the 
1.25-acre lot was unusually level for Marin, which meant it was big 
enough for the single-story house they hoped to build someday. 

A few years later, when they began interviewing architects, 
Denison was the first “who was a modernist but really got the 
warmth thing,” Leslie says. Denison’s scheme was to create a 
house with as many courtyards as rooms—and with views through 
one to the other. The idea, he says, wasn’t just to embed the house 
in the landscape, but to embed the landscape in the house. The 
entry would be near the center of the house, at the end of a long 
exterior walkway, as close as possible to every room that Max 
might need to get to. And there would be no standard hallways, 

which would be both di�cult for Max to maneuver and anathema 
to Denison, who envisioned a “village” of interconnected spaces.

In the courtyards, landscape architect Andrea Cochran avoided 
flowers or even frilly foliage, complementing Denison’s architec-
ture with what she calls “spare geometry applied to vibrant plant 
life.” As for the indoor spaces, interior designer Laura Blumenfeld 
helped Denison and Leslie Cohodes (who once worked in sales for 
Knoll) choose classic pieces in a neutral palette. The meticulous 
architect also created many built-ins, because Max can lift himself 
onto a stable banquette far more easily than onto a chair.

This page: Interior and exterior spaces in the home look through and into each 
other. Opposite (clockwise from top left): Landscape designer Andrea Cochran 
gave the courtyards defined spaces with crushed limestone and blue pebbles, 
ground covers and rushes; Max’s bathroom is a Daltile beauty with benches he 
can navigate himself; the kitchen has Absolute Black granite countertops and 
glass backsplashes; the niche in the den, like all the millwork, is sycamore.
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lthough he chose to reference the surrounding redwood forest by 
covering the house in cedar shingles, there is nothing rustic about 
Denison’s design. He planned the location of every shingle on the 
outside of the house and every tile on the inside. In fact, the whole 
structure is built on a strict grid, which determined the location of 
even the smallest element. “The contractor loved it,” says Denison, 
“because if something was out of place, he knew it right away.”

The architect’s approach also involved taking maximum advan-
tage of the sun—the master bedroom faces east, for morning 
light—while keeping the materials palette tightly focused. The 
headboard, the bed and the home’s wooden built-ins are made of 
English sycamore; most of the floors are white oak. In the bath-
room, the same limestone used for the floor and the custom sink 
ascends the wall behind the tub. And if you’re trying to avoid frills, 
it helps to give every bathroom (especially the master, above) a 

private courtyard, an architect’s way of making sure the client will 
never have a reason to hang curtains. 

But the house contains surprising flourishes. Ceilings are folded 
along diagonal lines, some of which recall the work of Daniel 
Libeskind, with whom Denison studied at Harvard. The folds con-
ceal both skylights and fixtures, allowing the house to receive light 
in a variety of forms—“some reflected, some refracted; some 
direct, some indirect,” says Denison. The result is an ethereal 
environment, where rooms are bathed in luxuriant light. v
See Resources, last pages.

This page: A three-legged stool in the master bathroom pops against the un-
adorned white surfaces (including the custom limestone sink). Andrea Cochran 
selected bamboo for the courtyard to screen the bathroom. Opposite: Denison 
designed both the bed and its framelike headboard; the night tables are from 
Holly Hunt; the custom alpaca rug is from De Sousa Hughes. Layering complex-
ity onto simplicity, Denison folded the bedroom ceiling along diagonal lines.
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As large as it is, the entire house 

has radiant heating, which, Leslie 

says, means there will always be 

warm floors for Max. But there is 

no air-conditioning, a choice the 

clients made on both aesthetic and 

environmental grounds (without AC, 

there’s no ductwork inside and no 

noisy equipment outside). Luckily, 

Denison’s courtyard design means 

most rooms enjoy adequate cross- 

ventilation. “There’s amazing air-

flow,” Leslie says. And to make the air 

flow even better, Denison gave each 

room a powerful exhaust fan that 

vents out through the roof; they are 

the equivalent of attic fans, which 

were popular before the advent of 

air-conditioning and may become 

popular again. As Leslie explains, 

“After a hot day, you turn on the fans 

at night and bring in the cool air, and 

then you close everything up. The next 

day it feels fine.”
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The entry hall gets its disco vibe from a pair of 
eccentric 1970s chairs covered in Glant’s Liquid 
Leather, a vintage table, and panels wrapped in Maya 
Romanoff’s twinkling Beadazzled Geode wall covering, 
which is composed of tiny glass beads. Opposite: A 
circular drive passes in front of the living room; the 
entry is through the sliders to the right. The original 
pink brick exterior was painted white to accentuate 
the contemporary lines of the midcentury home.
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Louisiana restaurateur Leah Simon asked 
architect Jim Sullivan and designer Susanna 
Kost to imbue her neglected midcentury 
Baton Rouge ranch with some California cool.

Ranch Dressing
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ine years ago, when Leah Simon launched a sushi restaurant 
called Tsunami in her hometown of Lafayette, Louisiana, the buzz 
could be felt throughout the bayou. Five years later, she triumphed 
again, with a second outpost, in Baton Rouge. It wasn’t just the 
food that had patrons talking. Working with Los Angeles designer 
Susanna Kost, Simon created dining spaces that were edgy, indus-
trial and as fresh as the sashimi special.

Deciding to retire from her career as a Los Angeles record 
executive to supervise her restaurants full-time, Simon purchased 
one of the few midcentury-modern houses in Baton Rouge. 
Unfortunately, the home’s contemporary features were buried 
under a blanket of extravagant window treatments and fussy trim 
that Simon ascribes to too many viewings of Dynasty. 

“I wanted a California house,” she says. For help, Simon called 
on Kost and architect Jim Sullivan, a professor at Louisiana State 
University. Sullivan stripped away the errant additions, improving 
the home’s flow and restoring its contemporary credibility. “Leah 
wanted to push the house away from what it was: a modern house 
that didn’t want to accept the fact that it was modern,” says 
Sullivan. New decorative steel screens separate rooms without 
sacrificing openness, while 65 feet of folding NanaWall doors 
inspire the easy indoor/outdoor flow Simon enjoyed back in L.A. 

Produced by SuSan Tyree VicToria. PhoTograPhS by colleen duffley.  
WriTTen by fred alberT.

This page (from top): In the living room, a vintage ’40s sofa under art by Clark 
Derbes meets a coffee table crafted from a casket dolly; homeowner Leah 
Simon stands by designer Susanna Kost (seated in a pink leather Palms I chair 
from Vioski) in front of the gallery’s folding NanaWall doors. Opposite: Works 
by (from left) Yaakov Agam, Bryan Lafaye and Jill Tauzin Broussard overlook an 
exuberant custom chaise (the guitar was a gift from musician John Mayer).

N
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uilt in 1959 but flanked by homes that are significantly older, 
Simon’s place has an Alice-in-Wonderland quality that’s under-
scored by the interiors. “Once you walk in the door, it’s like you’re 
in a different land,” says Kost. Statuesque chairs from the 1970s 
(discovered on the curb outside an L.A. furniture store) greet visi-
tors in the entry, which is wrapped in a shimmering Maya Romanoff 
paper infused with glass beads. Covered in a different fabric—
Ombrione, from Designers Guild—the same chairs anchor either 
end of the dining table, which was designed by architect Jim 
Sullivan to contrast the roughness of the raw wood with the 
refinement of its finish. The room is illuminated by a trio of cloud-
like Frank Gehry lights from Belux. 

In the living room, a 13-foot sofa from the 1940s faces a volup-
tuous chaise modeled after one Simon admired in a Victoria’s 
Secret catalogue. The coffee table between them was improvised 

from a casket dolly—the kind used in mortuaries. “We like unusual 
stuff,” notes Simon, who prowls secondhand stores from California 
to the Gulf Coast in pursuit of her quarry. 

Sullivan painted the brick walls white and replaced blue shag 
carpeting with pearly white terrazzo. In the kitchen, pristine 
custom cabinets were professionally coated with white auto-body 
paint to offer an understated lacquer backdrop for entertaining. 
Gargantuan graphics of a fork, knife and spoon (Eat wallpaper by 
Tracy Kendall) enliven one wall. Counters are Colorado gold-vein 
marble; the range hood is from Sirius.

This page: Simon is a passionate cook who requires plenty of space for guests. 
“I’m Cajun,” she says, “and when I’m cooking, there are 40 people in the room 
with me.” Opposite: Philippe Starck’s famous Louis Ghost chairs for Kartell flank 
Jim Sullivan’s custom dining table, which features a slotted top exposing the 
wood’s craggy edge. The Tony Mose painting slides to reveal a wet bar and a 
powder room. Curtains are Brass Flat Mesh, a metal fabric from Whiting & Davis.

B
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onoring her client’s request for “old Hollywood meets Palm 
Springs meets rock ’n’ roll,” Kost set Simon’s bed atop a prow-
shaped platform wrapped in white leather. “I wanted something 
that felt good underfoot,” explains the designer. “And since Leah 
has a cat and a dog, it had to be pet-friendly.”

The walls and velvet headboard are pale lavender, as are the 
bedside reading lights: a pair of Murano-glass table lamps that 
Kost found on eBay and retrofitted so they could hang from the 
ceiling. Mirrored walls on either side of the room slide out of the 
way to reveal the closet and the bathroom. The latter is wrapped in 
squares of precious onyx; a walnut vanity with organic edges 
counterpoints the room’s slick surfaces. 

Since Simon’s restaurants keep her occupied most nights, she 
hasn’t had a chance to entertain as much as she expected. But that 
doesn’t mean the house sits empty: It’s become a popular setting 
for fund-raisers for charities she supports. Guests drift through 
the open doorways to congregate around the pool or gather in the 
living room, where upholstered pieces are augmented by an abun-
dance of stools and ottomans, allowing visitors to drag their seats 
wherever the conversation leads them. 

“People love Leah’s restaurants because they love the vibe,” 
Kost says. “It’s the same thing in her home—people who are lucky 
enough to visit just feel comfortable here.” v
See Resources, last pages.

This page (from top): Simon’s cat, Miss Kitty, checks out the master bathroom’s 
vintage acrylic stool and current-issue CB2 Peekaboo console; a pair of old hotel 
mirrors crowns the custom vanity, while a decorative screen conceals an unsight-
ly window. Opposite: The box spring and headboard were upholstered in Mul-
berry Home’s mauve Flyte velvet; a vintage Pierre Cardin dress is displayed next 
to a mirror that slides to reveal the master bath; art is by Winifred Ross Reilly.

Leah Simon’s kitchen cabinets were 

finished with auto-body paint, a 

durable acrylic polyurethane that’s 

available in a vast selection of solid, 

metallic and pearlescent finishes. 

“It has more depth than a normal 

lacquer and it’s a little stronger,” 

notes interior designer Susanna 

Kost. The paint will adhere to almost 

any primed wood, metal or drywall 

surface, but care must be taken to 

remove imperfections first, since 

they’ll be magnified by the clear-coat 

finish. Auto-body paint should only 

be applied off-site by a professional 

auto or industrial painter using a 

spray booth with ample ventilation, 

since the fumes can be hazardous and 

the wet surface can be compromised 

by airborne dust. It’s a costly, labor-

intensive process, but Kost loves the 

special effects that can be achieved. 

“Plus,” she adds, “people like having 

something that nobody else has.”
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building & remodeling

1000. Send me all FREE information from the Building & 

Remodeling category.

1. Runtal. Towel warmer radiators for the bathroom 

and decorative radiant heaters for the entire home. 

800-526-2621.  FREE.

2. Spark Modern Fires. Gas fireplaces for the 

modern home. 866-938-3846 www.sparkfires.com.  FREE.

3. The Iron Shop. The leading manufacturer of 

spiral stair kits since 1931. Spirals available in Metal, 

Oak, and Victorian Cast Aluminum and all welded 

Custom Units. On-line ordering and installation videos 

available. 800-523-7427, ext. MH.  FREE.

4. Wittus. Wittus — Fire by Design offers fine quality 

contemporary European designed wood, gas, and 

other hearth products (fireplaces, stoves, and 

accessories). 914-764-5679 www.wittus.com.  FREE.

decorative Home

1100. Send me all FREE information from the Decorative 

Home category.

5. Craig Van Den Brulle. Craig Van Den Brulle 

— renowned furniture designer, with a 3,000 Sq.Ft.

gallery featuring a vast collection of Twentieth Century 

classic modern antiques and custom design services. 

For more information, please call 212-925-6760 or visit 

craigvandenbrulle.com.  FREE.

6. DNA 11. DNA Portraits by DNA 11. The World's Most 

Personalized Art. Your actual DNA, fingerprints, or lips 

transformed into modern art. 25 designer color options 

and multiple sizes. 866-619-9574 www.dna11.com. $25.00 

(for color swatch kit - with $25 credit towards future 

purchase).  $25.00.

7. Hunter Douglas window fashions. FREE 

84-page Designing Windows book showcases our 

wide array of stylish window fashions that beautifully 

transform harsh incoming light to create the mood and 

ambiance in a room.  FREE.

8. Italian Design. Italian Design is the source of 

contemporary design, including furniture, lighting 

and accessories. The showroom features some of the 

world's leading brands.  FREE.

9. Larson-Juhl. A Berkshire Hathaway company 

established more than a century ago; Larson-Juhl 

is the world's premier designer, maufacturer and 

distributor of fine custom frames of enduring style and 

craftsmanship. Please visit www.larsonjuhl.com.  FREE.

10. Lee Jofa. Lee Jofa is a high-end decorative fabric 

and furnishings house established in 1823. Inspired 

by European documents and handcrafted textiles, the 

company distributes fabrics, wall covering, furniture, 

and trimmings to the interior design trade. Along 

with the Lee Jofa brand, the company also distributes 

fabrics and wall coverings from Mulberry Home, G.P.&J. 

Baker, Groundswork, Fired Earth, Andrew Martin, and 

Cole & Son. For more information, visit leejofa.com or 

call 888-LEE-JOFA.  FREE.

11. Photowow. Brighten your walls with your 

memories. Choose from 40 design — Warhol-style 

to montages, printed large on canvas and ready to 

hang. 800-453-9333  FREE.

12. Riedel Crystal. As the wine glass company, 

Riedel crafts the finest glasses, enhancing your 

wine and your table. Riedel’s designs are as casual 

and contemporary as the stemless “O” glass or as 

elegant and timeless as the hand-blown Sommeliers 

series. www.riedel.com.  FREE.

floors & walls

1200. Send me all FREE information from the Floors & 

Walls category.

13. Abbey Carpet & Floor. For the latest styles 

and designs in floor fashions, please visit one of 

our locally owned and operated Abbey Carpet & 

Floor showrooms or go to BuyAbbey.com to find the 

showroom nearest you.  FREE.

Whether you're renovating—or just rejuvenating—StyleGuide catalogs from these quality advertisers are an easy way 

to get great ideas for your home. Order a few, or order them all and keep for future reference.

STYLEGUIDE

Simply fill out the attached card and mail. For faster service, fax to (888) 847-6035, or go to www.methome.com/styleguide.

Special Advertising Section

A Word About Resources
If you have a question about something you 
saw in our magazine, please send an e-mail to 
cwoods@hfmus.com. 

Corrections
In “Once More, With Feeling” (September 
’09), we incorrectly credited a bowl on page 
104 as a Robert Kuo from Gump’s. The piece 
is a Bronzeworks by Cecil Humphreys, avail-
able through Sloan Miyasato, sloanm.com. In 
“Kitchen+Bath: A Sourcebook” (September ’09), 
we incorrectly referred to CaesarStone’s Motiva 
Crocodile quartz tile on page 68 as having a sand-
blasted surface. Instead, it features a patented 
technology that provides a textured look and feel 
without the need for sandblasting. We regret  
the errors. 

Cover
Please see resources for “Snowbirds in 
Paradise.”

America’s Got Talent!
Page 44 Nicole Hollis: Nicole Hollis Interior 
Design, 415/278-9457, nicolehollis.com; Page 46 

Brian Bell, David Yocum: BLDGS, 404/758-0466, 
bldgs.org; Lisa Becker: Lisa Becker Interiors, 312/ 
953-2267; Page 48 Katie Lydon: Katie Lydon 
Interiors, 212/334-7107, katielydoninteriors.
com; Matthew Edwin Hufft: Hufft Projects, 816/ 
531-0200, hufft.com; Page 50 Stephen Chung: 
stephenchung.com; Elena Frampton, Delta Wright: 
Curated, 212/448-1091, curated.com; Page 52 

Rachel Crowl, Julie Fisher: fcStudio, 312/850-0850, 
fcstudioinc.com; Charles de Lisle: Charles de Lisle 
Workshop, 415/565-6767, cdlworkshop.com.

Custard’s Next Stand
Page 60 Plate: Brandebourg by Haviland,  
haviland-limoges.com; Fork: Oona by 
Crate&Barrel, crateandbarrel.com; Fabric: 
Knotted Cloth from HBF Textiles, hbftextiles.
com.

Making Waves
Design: Kelly Wearstler, Kelly Wearstler, Inc., 
kwid.com; Page 69 Bed: M.A.D.E., made-miami.
com; Bedding: Kelly Wearstler for Sferra,  
kellywearstlerforsferra.com; Chandelier: John 
Salibello Antiques, johnsalibelloantiques.com; 
Nightstand: Custom by Kelly Wearstler, Inc.; Pages 

70-71 Sofa, armless chairs: Soriano by Afra and 
Tobia Scarpa for Cassina, through Modern Way, 
psmodernway.com; Upholstery for chairs at left: 

Emboss from Moore & Giles, mooreandgilesinc.
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14.  Carpet Express. Carpet Express Inc. offers 

nationwide delivery on America's most trusted 

brands of residential and commercial floor covering. 

Shop and save by calling 800-922-5582 or shop 

online at www.CarpetExpress.com Great prices are 

only the beginning!  FREE.

furniture

1300. Send me all FREE information from the Furniture 

category.

15.  ABC Carpet & Home. ABC Carpet & Home is 

the most remarkable home furnishings store in New 

York, as well as the largest rug and floor covering 

store in the world. abchome.com. FREE.

16.  AKO Interior. Full range of contemporary 

furnishings for home, office and commercial design, 

by world’s leading manufacturers. Professional 

Design Lab available for special projects. Visit  

www.akostores.com or call 866-AKO-HOME.  FREE.

17.   American Leather. American Leather is a 

world-class manufacturer, making the highest 

quality upholstered furniture since 1990. For more 

information, visit americanleather.com to see our 

made-to-order collection, ready without the wait or 

contact us at 800-456-9599.  FREE.

18.   B&B Italia. B&B Italia is the leader in modern interior 

decoration, contemporary furniture and design.  FREE.

19.   BDI. Contemporary furniture manufacturers of home 

theater furniture, tables and mirrors. View BDI's catalog 

and find a dealer online at www.bdiusa.com.  FREE.

20.   Bell'O International. Bell’O International is the 

trend leader in Italian-designed home-theater furniture, 

offering the broadest selection of audio/video furniture 

& seating, TV wall mounts and related accessories. For 

more information, visit bello.com.  FREE.

21.  Cantoni. Cantoni: a unique source that is equal 

parts stylish home furnishings, creative interior 

design, and top shelf customer service.  FREE.

22.  Elite Leather. At Elite Leather, you can 

personalize each piece by selecting from more  

than 80 styles and 200 leathers. Our American-made 

furniture is hand-crafted to order, yet ships quickly. 

Visit us at www.eliteleather.com.  FREE.

23.  Emeco. Since 1944 Emeco has built Navy Chairs at 

our Hanover PA factory. For more information about our 

80% recycled aluminum furniture, visit emeco.net or call 

800-366-5951.  FREE.

24.  Minotti. Minotti has been manufacturing 

armchairs and sofas for approximately 60 years 

and throughout its long lifetime the company has 

consolidated its position on an increasingly more 

demanding market. During a period in which all 

the international markets are fiercely competitive 

and manufacturers work on the basis of different 

cost factors, the challenges are overcome with 

quality, history and appeal of unique products. High 

quality standards and its capacity of assimilating 

and optimizing the most progressive ideas in the 

furnishing sector make Minotti the concrete way of 

being a company.  FREE.

25.  Resource Furniture. Resource Furniture 

presents the most innovative wall beds and space 

saving furniture of the highest quality Italian 

origin from CLEI srl. For more information, visit 

resourcefurniture.com, or call 212-753-2039.  FREE.

26.  Room & Board. Home. Sometimes a place to 

gather with people you love, sometimes a retreat 

from our busy world, home is a place that always 

feels welcoming. At Room & Board, we believe 

that your home should be your favorite place. We 

create unique, handcrafted furniture with American 

artisans who share our passion for comfortable, 

modern designs you will live with, and love, for 

years to come. Visit us at roomandboard.com or 

call 800-952-8455.  FREE.

27.  Room Service. A made to order furnishings 

store that has a midcentury slant. Also carries 

reproductions from designers from the 60s & 70s  

as well as today's hottest talents. Extensive website 

— quick shipping capabilities.  FREE.

28.  Tempur-Pedic. We invite you to learn more 

about our science…and experience our soul. Find 

out more with a free Night-time Renewal™ Kit. 

800-660-6790.  FREE.

29.  Wicker Warehouse. Beautiful wicker & rattan 

furniture for indoors and outdoors. Bedrooms, 

bathrooms, children's furniture and accessories 

galore! Guaranteed lowest prices on national brands. 

www.wickerwarehouse.com Dept. ED 56.  FREE.

KitcHen & batH

1400. Send me all FREE information from the Kitchen & 

Bath category.

30.  Bed Bath & Beyond. Bed Bath & Beyond is 

a chain of home furnishing stores offering one of 

the largest selections of products for your home 

at everyday low prices. For more information, visit 

bedbathandbeyond.com or call 800-GO BEYOND 

(800-462-3966).  FREE.

31.  CaesarStone. With over 40 colors and textures, 

CaesarStone provides a premium quartz surface. 

CaesarStone is nonporous, stain, scratch and heat 

resistant and backed by a lifetime warranty.  FREE.

32.  KraftMaid. With hundreds of distinctive design 

options, KraftMaid cabinetry can help create a  

kitchen so personal, it could only belong to you.  

www.KraftMaid.com. 800-646-1986.  FREE.

33.  Lowe's. To receive a FREE no-obligation 

subscription to Lowe’s Creative Ideas magazine, 

sign up online at LowesCreativeIdeas.com. Your 

invitation code is 1253.  FREE.

34.  Luxe Home. LuxeHome, The World’s Largest 

Collection of Luxury Boutiques for Home Building  

and Renovation Phone: 312-527-7939 Website: 

luxehome.com  FREE.

35.  Miele Appliances. For over a century, Miele 

has produced appliances of legendary performance, 

superior quality and award-winning design. Please 

visit miele.com or call 888-346-4353.  FREE.

36.  MirrorMate Frame®. The 20-Minute Mirror 

Makeover™. Frame those plain, bare mirrors — while 

they're up! Easy DIY project and inexpensive too! 

www.mirrormate.com 866-304-6283.  FREE.

37.  Moen. Moen delivers beautiful, reliable and 

innovative faucets, showerheads and accessories 

designed for your life. Learn more at moen.com or 

call 800-BUY-MOEN.  FREE.

38.  Ronbow. Ronbow offers a dynamic design spectrum 

to fit any style home, from contemporary to old world 

traditional. Versatile designs allow for interchangeable 

sinks and countertops in wood, glass, stone & ceramic. 

www.ronbow.com. 888-880-8318.  FREE.

39.  Scavolini. Scavolini, the Italian best-selling 

kitchen manufacturer, dresses many houses all 

over the world with a touch of Italian style with 

recipe based on innovation and design.  FREE.

40.  Snaidero USA. High-end Italian kitchen 

cabinetry blending today’s best technologies into 

stunning designs. Eco-friendly products meeting  

the standards for LEED certification. 877-762-4337 

www.snaidero-usa.com.  FREE.

    Wetstyle. Wetstyle is the domain of the designer 

bathroom where minimalist principals are devoted 

to the well being of body and soul. View our  

collection at www.wetstyle.ca/mh.

ligHting

1500. Send me all FREE information from the Lighting 

category.

41.  Circa Lighting. Whether you are renovating, 

building or just searching for that one perfect piece, 

Circa Lighting has the solution for you.  FREE.

42.  Lutron Electronics. Lutron. Experience the 

beauty of light-bright, dim, somewhere in between-

throughout your home. Enhance comfort, create 

ambiance, and make your home your haven. 

877-258-8766, ext 664.  FREE.

43.  Schonbek. SCHONBEK's Edgy new Geometrix™ 

collection by Schonbek displays Swarovski® crystal, 

and includes Da Vinci™, world’s first dishwasher safe 

crystal chandelier. 800-836-1892. www.schonbek.com. 

DVD & literature. FREE. Please cut and mail coupon to: 

Metropolitan Home StyleGuide P.O. Box 413050 Naples, 

FL 34101-3050.  FREE.

44.  Seascape Lamps. Seascape Lamps 

manufactures custom contemporary and 

transitional lighting fixtures and portable table  

and floor lamps for the trade or residential.  

For more information, call 800-444-0233 or visit 

seascapelamps.com.  FREE.

45.  Urban Electric. A Charleston-based lighting 

design and production firm, offering unique and 

sophisticated fixtures to the design trade. Over 

one hundred standard fixtures and full bespoke 

capabilities. Please call or visit our website for 

more information. urbanelectricco.com.  $50.00.

46.  Usona. Usona's online catalogue, 

www.usonahome.com, is updated on a daily basis 

with new pieces from over 70 lines of modern 

upholstery, casegoods and lighting.  FREE.

miscellaneous

     Suzanne Felsen. Los Angeles based jewelry 

designer Suzanne Felsen creates modern classic 

jewelry for women in 18k yellow, white and rose 

gold, platinum, and sterling silver with unusual 

gemstones. The men's collection includes silver and 

gold cuff links with gemstones and men's rings. 

Visit us at www.suzannefelsen.com.

paint & wallpaper

47.  Rinekwall. With seamlessly repeating 

photographic designs, RINEKWALL's avant-garde 

wallpaper collection challenges the interior 

design industry with endless originality. For more 

information, please visit www.rinekwall.com.  FREE.

enter to win  
the Luther Cream Silk  
by Seascape 

methome.com/styleguide  

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER.  
See official rules online for complete details, entry information and restrictions. 

Contemporary
Lighting
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com; Sculpture on coffee table: Kelly Wearstler for 
Bergdorf Goodman, 212/872-8828; Artwork at 

left and right: Owner’s collection; Back wall cabinet: 
Jeffrey Greene Design Studio, jeffreygreene.com; 
Sconces: Block from Edition Modern,  
editionmodern.com; Page 73 Chair: M.A.D.E.; 
Sculpture: Sultana, sultana.1stdibs.com; Artwork: 
Burden & Izett Antiques, 212/941-8247; Rug: 
Mansour Modern, mansourmodern.com; Page 74 
Staircase: Custom by Kelly Wearstler, Inc.; Page 75 
Chairs: Design Utopia, 323/466-0048; Chair uphol-

stery: RAGS, usarags.com; Artwork at back: Pegaso 
Gallery, pegasogalleryinternational.1stdibs.com; 
Chandelier: John Salibello Antiques; Sconces: Block 
from Edition Modern; Wall covering: Caravan from 
Cannon/Bullock, cannonbullock.com; Pages 76-77 
Chair upholstery: Larsen, larsenfabrics.com; Mirrors, 

chandelier: Olde Good Things, oldegoodthings.com; 
Nightstands: Custom by Kelly Wearstler, Inc.; Bed: 
David Duncan Antiques, davidduncanantiques 

.com; Bedding: Kelly Wearstler for Sferra; Rug: 

Mansour Modern; Page 78 Vanity: Custom by 
Kelly Wearstler, Inc.; Sink: Bates and Bates, 
batesandbates.com; Faucet: Atlantis from Paul 
Decorative, pauldecorative.com; Mirror: John 
Salibello Antiques; Page 79 (photo, upper left) Chair: 
Kelly Wearstler for Bergdorf Goodman; Vanity: 
Custom by Kelly Wearstler, Inc.; Sconces: Block 
from Edition Modern; Page 79 (photo, upper right) 
Table: Stripe, stripe.1stdibs.com; Sculpture: Michel 
Contessa, michelcontessa.com; Sconces: Custom 
by Kelly Wearstler, Inc.; Page 80 (photo, upper right) 
Artwork: Sheila Hicks, sheilahicks.com; Pillars: 
Custom by Kelly Wearstler, Inc.; Rug: Mansour 
Modern; Page 80 (photo, bottom right) Artwork at left: 
111 Antique Mall, 760/864-9390; Artwork at right: 
Stripe; Lamp: Pierre Anthony Galleries,  
pierreanthonyantiques.com; Crystal object: Robert 
Kuo, robertkuo.com; Page 81 (photo, upper right) 

Console: Custom by Kelly Wearstler, Inc.; Page 81 

(photo, bottom right) Sculpture: Dolce, dolce.1stdibs.
com; Pouf: M.A.D.E.; Pouf upholstery: RAGS; Rug: 
Mansour Modern; Page 81 (photo, bottom left) Chairs: 
Cab by Mario Bellini for Cassina, cassina.com; 
Artwork: Adesso Eclectic Imports, adessoimports.
com; Sconces: Fly from Edition Modern.

Dixie Chic
Architecture: Patrick Ousey, FAB Architecture, 
fabarchitecture.com; Jim Poteet, Poteet 
Architects,  poteetarchitects.com; Design: Joel 
Mozersky, One Eleven Design, joelmozersky.com; 
Contractor: John Rubiola, Rubiola Construction 
Company, rubiolaconstruction.com; Paint: 
Gypsum by PPG, ppg.com; Steel doors: Iron Craft 
Studio, Inc., ironcraftstudio.com; Cabinetry, pan-

eling: Rubiola Construction Company; Cabinet and 

door hardware: Alexander Marchant,  
alexandermarchant.com; Rugs: Edgar Kelly 
Rugs, edgarkellyrugs.com; Curtains: Ultrasuede, 
through Knoll, knoll.com; Track lighting: The 
Lighting Center, 970/731-5633; Pages 82-83 Sofa: 

B&B Italia, through Spazio, spaziointeriors.com; 
Pillows: Wildflower Organics, wildflowerorganics.
com; Coffee table: Twentieth, twentieth.net; 
Lamp: Tripod from BDDW, bddw.com; Sculpture: 
Louisiana Cypress Knees, cypressknee.com; Page 

84 Range: Fisher & Paykel, fisherpaykel.com; Oven, 

dishwasher: Miele, miele.com; Page 85 (photo, upper) 
Stools: Cherner Chair Company, chernerchair.
com; Faucet: KWC, kwcamerica.com; Chairs: SMPR 
by Antonio Citterio for Maxalto, through Spazio; 
Coffee table: Twentieth; Page 87 Chair upholstery: F. 
Schumacher & Co., fschumacher.com; Table: Athos 
from B&B Italia, through Spazio; Pendant lighting: 

Obsolete, obsoleteinc.com; Page 89 Bed: Charles 
from B&B Italia, through Spazio; Sconces: Andrew 
Colquitt, through Studio 107, studio107.com; Page 

90 (photo, bottom left) Glass doors: Glass-N-Glazing, 
210/225-8602; Shower flooring: Architerra,  
architerrashowroom.com; Page 91 Tile flooring and 

walls: Artistic Tile, through Architerra; Tub: Agape, 
through Branch Trading Company, 512/834-9500; 
Tub and sink fixtures: Tara from Dornbracht,  
dornbracht.com; Sink: Kohler, kohler.com; 
Chandelier: Coral from Moth Design, mothdesign.
com; Sconces: Eureka, eureklighting.com.

Snowbirds in Paradise
Design: Larry Laslo, Larry Laslo Designs,  
larrylaslodesigns.com; Marble flooring: Ann Sacks, 
annsacks.com; Wall and ceiling paint: White by 
Sherwin-Williams, sherwin-williams.com; Pages 

92-93 Sofa: Kennedee by Jean-Marie Massaud for 
Poltrona Frau, poltronafrau.it; Pillows: Robert 
Allen, robertallendesign.com; Jack Lenor Larsen, 
212/753-4488; Side chairs: Dezza by Gio Ponti for 
Poltrona Frau; Sideboard: Custom by Brodson 
Construction, Inc., brodsonconstruction.com; 
Artwork on shelf: Vanessa Beecroft,  
vanessabeecroft.com; Artwork at left of television: 
Bradley Castellanos, through Caren Golden Fine 
Art, carengoldenfineart.com; Photograph at right of 

television: Mermaid 1 by Michael Dweck,  
michaeldweck.com; Lamp: Glo-Ball T2 from Flos, 
through the Lighting Studio, thelightingstudio.
com; Photograph at far left: Massimo Vitali,  
massimovitali.com; Page 94 Chairs: Egg by Arne 

“Dixie Chic,”
page 82
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manzanas verdes

Arabic • Chinese (Mandarin) • Danish • Dutch • English (American) • English (British) • Filipino (Tagalog) • French 

German • Greek • Hebrew • Hindi • Indonesian • Irish • Italian • Japanese • Korean • Latin • Pashto • Persian (Farsi) • Polish 

Portuguese (Brazil) • Russian • Spanish (Latin America) • Spanish (Spain) • Swahili • Swedish • Thai • Turkish • Vietnamese • Welsh

Immerse Yourself In A New Language 
With Rosetta Stone.

La mujer come una manzana _______.

Call

(866) 212-6485
Online

RosettaStone.com/yns119
To get this offer, use promotional code yns119 when ordering.
Offer expires February 28, 2010.

Rosetta Stone® brings you a complete language-learning solution, wherever you are: 

at home, in-the-car or on-the-go. You’ll learn quickly and effectively, without translation 

or memorization. You’ll discover our method, which keeps you excited to learn more 

and more.

•  You’ll experience Dynamic Immersion® as you match real-world images to words 

spoken by native speakers so you’ll find yourself engaged and learn your second 

language like you learned your first.

•  Our proprietary Speech Recognition Technology evaluates your speech and coaches 

you on more accurate pronunciation. You’ll speak naturally.

•  Only Rosetta Stone has Adaptive Recall,
®

 that brings back material to help you where 

you need it most, for more effective progress.

•  And Rosetta Stone includes Audio Companion® so that you can take the 

Rosetta Stone experience anywhere you use a CD or MP3 player.

Innovative software. Immersive method. Complete mobility. It’s the total solution. 

Get Rosetta Stone —The Fastest Way to Learn a Language. Guaranteed.
®

©2008 Rosetta Stone Ltd.  All rights reserved. Offer applies to Personal Edition only. Patent rights pending. Offer cannot be combined with any other offer. Prices subject to change without notice.  Six-Month Money-Back Guarantee is limited to product purchases made directly from Rosetta Stone and does 

not include return shipping.  Guarantee does not apply to an online subscription or to Audio Companion purchased separately from the CD-ROM product.  All materials included with the product at the time of purchase must be returned together and undamaged to be eligible for any exchange or refund.

SAVE 10%!

Level 1 Reg. $229 NOW $206

Level 1,2&3 Reg. $499 NOW $449

SIX-MONTH MONEY-BACK
100% GUARANTEED
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ADVERTISEMENT

Runtal Towel Radiators
Decorative Heaters
and Towel Warmers.

Check out our new fall designs! Create fabulous person-

alized earth-friendly invitations, announcements or blank

note cards by selecting our 100% recycled stock.

Standard stock also available.

Transform the air 

in your home 

without sacrificing

style. Innovative,

ultra quiet, 

wall-mountable

HEPA air purifier

eliminates dust,

mold, pet dander,

smoke and other

contaminants from

your living space.

SnoPeaSprouts offers infant playwear at its best. Made of

soft long-lasting 100% cotton knit with eye-catching

prints in stylish yet traditional styles.

Jacobsen, through Fritz Hansen, fritzhansen.com; 
Artwork: World #15 by Ruud van Empel,  
ruudvanempel.nl; Rug: Belair from NIBA Rugs, 
nibarugs.com; Page 95 Chairs: Christopher Guy, 
christopherguy.com; Chair seat upholstery: Robert 
Allen; Table: Moura Starr, mourastarr.com; 
Chandelier: 18-Arm from NIBA Home, nibahome.
com; Drapery: Lie-Nielsen, Inc., 305/662-2224; 
Vase: Amalfi from NIBA Home; Artwork: Owner’s 
collection; Page 96 Wall tile: Bisazza,  
bisazzausa.com; Sconce: Amsco, through Brodson 
Construction, Inc.; Fixtures: Dornbracht,  
dornbracht.com; Sink: Kraft Hardware,  
kraft-hardware.com; Counter, floor tile: Ann 
Sacks; Shower door, cabinet: Custom by Brodson 
Construction, Inc.; Page 97 Kitchen: Bulthaup, 
bulthaup.com; Artwork at left: Peter Lik, peterlik.
com; Drapery: Lie-Nielsen, Inc.; Page 98 Chair, 

ottoman: Urban Art, urbanarthome.com; Bureau, 

lamp: NIBA Home; Drapery overlay: Timberland 

by Larry Laslo for Robert Allen; Drapery underlay: 
Kerala from Robert Allen; Page 99 Bed, headboard: 
Christopher Guy; Bedding: Robert Allen; Ottoman: 
Laslo Directoire by Larry Laslo for Ferguson 
Copeland, fergusoncopeland.com; Ottoman uphol-

stery: Edelman Leather, edelmanleather.com; 
Nightstands: Elysée from Madison Leathers,  
madisonleathers.com; Sconces: Double Swing 
Arm from Hinson Lighting, hinsonlighting.com; 
Chandelier: White Nimbus from NIBA Home; 
Artwork: The Gilded Logic of Partial Recognition by 
Terry Rodgers, terryrodgers.com. 

White Open Spaces
Architecture: Dirk Denison, Dirk Denison 
Architects, dirkdenisonarchitects.com; Interior 

Design: Laura Blumenfeld, 415/806-4325; 
Landscape Design: Andrea Cochran, Andrea 
Cochran Landscape Architecture, acochran.com; 
Contractor: Redhorse Constructors,  

“Snowbirds in Paradise,”
page 92
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For “Met Gallery” advertising call 800-767-6724

ARTWORK by Syd Vierra

I have been woodturning for almost a decade and have
become one of Hawaii's top artists. I create the finest quality
bowls and platters using a unique process to produce one
of a kind pieces.They are exquisite and beautiful! I have
produced well over 800 bowls and platters. I love what I do.

Please visit akamaiwoods.com

or call 808-989-7432
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INSTANT

CASH
GIVEAWAY

Join our 
READER SURVEY PANEL 

and enter to win. 

First Prize 

$10,000

Second Prize 
$5,000

Third Prize
Three winners of $1,000

Fourth Prize
70 runners up of $100

TO ENTER VISIT:
www.methome.com/sweepstakes

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER. The “Instant Cash 

Giveaway” Sweepstakes is open to legal residents of the 

50 United States (including Washington, DC) and Canada 

(except the province of Quebec) age 18 or older at time of 

entry and who have a valid email address. To view complete 

Offi cial Rules (including all entry deadlines) governing this 

Sweepstakes visit: www.hfmus.com/mysweepstakes. Start 

12:01 AM Eastern Time (“ET”) pm on 11/11/08. Ends 11:59 

PM (“ET”) on 12/31/09. Void in the province of Quebec 

and where prohibited by law. Sponsor: Hachette Filipacchi 

Media US. Limit: One entry per person or email address per 

calendar monthly entry period. 

WIN

$350
INSTANT 

CASH 

this month!

redhorseconstructors.com; Windows, doors: 

Dynamic Architectural Windows and Doors, 
dynamicwindows.com; Limestone flooring: Herrera 
Marble Design, herreramarble.com; Wood flooring: 

Hale Floor Service, halefloors.com; Cabinetry: 

Wavell-Huber Wood Products, Inc., wavell-huber.
com; Pages 100-101 Sofa: Custom, through Holly 
Hunt, hollyhunt.com; Sofa upholstery: Haute 
Mohair from Glant, glant.com; Chairs: Summit 
from Michael Berman Limited, michael 
bermanlimited.com; Coffee table: Richard Meier 
for Knoll, knoll.com; Artwork at left: Blushes #89 
by Wolfgang Tillmans, through Andrea Rosen 
Gallery, andrearosengallery.com; Page 102 (photo, 

upper left) Sculpture: Harry Bertoia, through Wright, 
wright20.com; Page 102 (photo, bottom left) Table: 
Custom by Dirk Denison Architects, through 
Stoich Designs, 415/927-2362; Chairs: Executive by 
Eero Saarinen for Knoll; Artwork: Gerhard Richter, 
gerhard-richter.com; Page 103 Water sculpture: 

Lotus from Archie Held Studio, archieheld.com; 
Artwork: Hiroshi Sugimoto, sugimotohiroshi.com; 
Page 104 (photo, upper right) Tile: Daltile, daltile.
com; Faucet: Duravit, duravit.com; Sink: Custom by 
Comco Sheet Metal Co., 510/832-6433; Benches: 
Wavell-Huber Wood Products, Inc.; Showerhead: 
Hansgrohe, hansgrohe-usa.com; Shower fixtures: 
Grohe, grohe.com; Page 104 (photo, bottom right) 

Counter: Herrera Marble Design; Faucet: Vola, 
through Hastings Tile & Bath, hastingstilebath.
com; Stools: Hi Pad by Jasper Morrison, through 
Cappellini, cappellini.it; Refrigerator: Sub-Zero, 
subzero.com; Range: Wolf, wolfappliance.com; 
Hood: Custom by Comco Sheet Metal Co.; Page 

104 (photo, bottom left) Chairs: Executive by Eero 
Saarinen for Knoll; Bench upholstery: Toscana by 
Great Plains, through Holly Hunt; Page 106 Tub: 

Waterworks, waterworks.com; Sink and tub fixtures: 
Vola, through Hastings Tile & Bath; Page 107 Bed: 

Custom, through Stoich Designs; Headboard and 

box spring upholstery: Tuscan by Nancy Corzine, 
through Sloan Miyasato, sloanm.com. Nightstands: 
Christian Liaigre, through Holly Hunt; Artwork: 
Nets Obsession by Yayoi Kusama, through 
Anthony Meier Fine Arts, anthonymeier 
finearts.com; Rug: Custom from De Sousa Hughes, 
desousahughes.com; Curtain: Twist of Fate by Great 
Plains, through Holly Hunt.

Ranch Dressing
Architecture: Jim Sullivan, Louisiana Architecture 
Bureau, la-ab.com; Design: Susanna Kost, Susanna 
Kost Interior Design, susannakost.com; Contractor: 

Tim Cannon, Capital City Services, 985/640-5313; 
Terrazzo flooring: Venable Terrazzo Company, 
225/275-2065; Page 108 Chair upholstery: Liquid 
Leather from Glant, glant.com; Wall covering: 

Beadazzled Geode from Maya Romanoff,  
mayaromanoff.com; Candle holder: The Malibu 
Colony Company, malibucolonyco.com; Magnolias: 
James Vella, through Ann Connelly Fine Art, 
annconnelly.com; Page 109 Doors: NanaWall, 
nanawall.com; Page 110 (photo, upper left) Stool: Pat 
McGann Gallery, patmcgann.1stdibs.com; Light 

fixture: Swing from Fambuena, fambuena.com; 
Paintings: Clark Derbes, through Ann Connelly 
Fine Art; Wall plaster: American Clay, american 
clay.com; Page 110 (photo, bottom left) Chair: Palms 

I from Vioski, vioski.com; Chair upholstery: S.H. 
Frank, 415/863-6244; Page 111 Chaise: Susanna 
Kost, through Bobrosky Upholstery, bobrosky.
com; Chaise upholstery: Rogers & Goffigon, 212/888-
3242; Screen: Jim Sullivan, through Iron Design, 
irondesignllc.com; Painting at left: Owner’s  
collection; Painting in center: Bryan Lafaye, through 
Grand Contemporary, grandcontemporary.com; 
Painting at right: Jill Tauzin Broussard, jill 
mariefineart.com; Piano: Yamaha, yamaha.com; 
Curtain: Brass Flat Mesh from Whiting & Davis, 
whitinganddavis.com; Wall plaster: American 
Clay; Page 112 Head chair upholstery: Ombrione 
from Designers Guild, designersguild.com; Table: 
Custom by Jim Sullivan, through Ford Thomas 
Designs, fordthomasdesigns.com; Side chairs: 
Louis Ghost by Philippe Starck for Kartell, kartell.
it; Painting: Tony Mose, 225/202-6406; Pendant 

lamps: Cloud by Frank Gehry for Belux, belux.com; 
Curtains: Brass Flat Mesh from Whiting & Davis; 
Wall plaster: American Clay; Page 113 Cabinetry: 
Custom by Ford Thomas Designs; Counters: Capital 
Stone, Inc., capitalstone.com; Range: DCS,  
dcsappliances.com; Hood: Sirius, siriushoods.com; 
Faucet, sink: Kohler, kohler.com; Wallpaper: Eat by 
Tracy Kendall, tracykendall.com; Paint: White 
Chocolate by Benjamin Moore, benjaminmoore.
com; Page 114 (photo, upper left) Console: Peekaboo 
Clear from CB2, cb2.com; Lamp: Maurice Alvarado, 
through Ann Connelly Fine Art; Wall tile: Capital 
Stone, Inc.; Floor tile: Modwalls, modwalls.com; 
Page 114 (photo, bottom left) Vanity: Custom by 
Jim Sullivan, through Ford Thomas Designs; 
Faucets: Hansgrohe, hansgrohe-usa.com; Page 115 
Headboard and box spring upholstery: Flyte Velvet 
from Mulberry Home, through Lee Jofa, leejofa.
com; Comforter, large pillows: Ann Gish, through 
Custom Linens, customlinens.net; Small pillow: 
Harlequin, harlequin.uk.com; Painting: Winifred 
Ross Reilly, through Ann Connelly Fine Art; 
Pendant lamp: Custom by Susanna Kost, through 
Filament Lighting, filamentlightingla.com; Curtain 

fabric: Brentano, brentanofabrics.com; Platform 

leather: S.H. Frank; Rug: Exotic Imports, alpacarug.
net; Paint: Custom by Benjamim Moore.
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Advertisement

TheModernMix|THE GUIDE TO MODERN EVENTS,
PRODUCTS AND PROMOTIONS

NanaWall

The NanaWall VSW65 InLine Slider is a custom wood-framed,

individual panel single sliding system that makes large

openings possible. The VSW65 is easy to operate, can be

designed to slide into a pocket, and its single track provides

clean lines for a seamless transition from inside to outside.

www.nanawall.com 

Room Service

A full service furniture store and e-commerce site offering

customizable furniture and trendsetting home accessories in

styles inspired by old Hollywood regency glamour and clean lined

European design, all with a fun mid-century modern twist. Store

locations in California include: Los Angeles and Newport Beach.

www.roomservice.com

American Leather

American Leather’s award-winning Menlo Park Collection is a

natural choice for the cutting-edge, contemporary interiors.

Designed by Rick Lee, the sleek sofa collection can be arranged

in a half-circle or a sinuous S silhouette. 

www.americanleather.com

RONBOW

Renowned for their ultra-contemporary designs, RONBOW 

Bath Furnishings presents the Wall-Mount Collection, featuring

soft closing doors and drawers. Choose from numerous sinks 

and countertops for unlimited design combinations. To learn

more, call 888.880.8318.

www.ronbow.com

|For more information, visit Events & Promos online at www.MetHome.com |
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“The deeper, brighter shades are joyous, 
uplifting. They make people stop and smile. 
The paler shades are very sexy and soothing—
great for bedrooms.”—Marjorie Skouras

“Pink can say a lot. I like to pair hot pink 
with cinnamon brown; it becomes seductive. 
Bright pink mixed with oranges and purples 
is always a fun match.”—Eve Robinson

“Pink is a seasonless color for me. Are 
the cheeks of angels appealing only in the 
summer? Adding cerise pillows and  
accessories to a beige room or coral lamps  
to a gray space creates instant dazzle. And 
lamp shades lined in pink will make everyone 
in proximity look like they’ve just returned  
from the best vacation ever.”—Jamie Drake

All the best designers  
agree: Now is the perfect 
time to rethink pink.  
The hottest (and happiest) 
hue has grown up. 

The sugary shade’s 
sophisticated side blos-
soms with this digitally 
printed Poppies on 
Opusuede fabric ($98/
yd; Koroseal, 212/751-
1595). The metallic 
Cindy lamp by Ferruccio 
Laviani (16½"h, $186; 
Kartell.com) proves pink 
can pack a punch. 

Produced by Katherine E. Nelson. Written by Lenora Jane Estes.

Color 
Watch
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Synergy™ wide-plank, floating floor with Xcora™ technology
is 154% harder than red oak and is perfect for high-traffic interiors. 
Synergy™ Brindle pictured here.

Teragren, the Teragren logo and Optimum 5.5 are
registered trademarks of Teragren LLC.

©2009 Teragren LLC. All rights reserved.

Enduring beauty with 
substance. 

Teragren® bamboo floors meet 

stringent international and U.S. 

environmental standards. Unlike 

importers, Teragren controls 

manufacturing from harvest to 

distribution for consistent quality

and superior durability.

Versatile style. 

Grain, color and installation choices

in Teragren bamboo flooring, plus 

matching stair parts, butcher block 

countertops, tabletops and cabinet 

panels for all design styles.

Safe and sustainable.

Manufactured with high 

performance, environmentally safe 

materials and Optimum 5.5® Moso 

bamboo- the ideal, rapidly

renewable species.

Peace of mind.

Teragren bamboo flooring is the first 

bamboo flooring to earn FloorScore®- 

certification, the highest air

quality standard in the

world. Testing for 78

volatile compounds, this

standard ensures the highest

quality air for your home.

Learn more.

For product info and Where to Buy, 

visit www.teragren.com

or call 800.929.6333.

Flourish
with Teragren 
bamboo.
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