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TR Zellang exit as Nagaland CM must nat
scotch the promise of a womerls quota
Gﬂmgmg:im! the status quo o take & progressive:

decision s always a diffeul endeavous in polit-
ics or in government. Such decisions yield en-

A foreign policy of cruel populism

Leaders like Donald Trump are offering a harsh cultural agenda to addre

@

7 -

Vv Prasan

R p—
J i e . Seaden, Dol

ary sections. The right thing to-do for any poliician
secking o embark on charge s 10 o ghe i 10 resist-
ance afler making the decision. TR. Zellng, who re-

£

st plicy. “We
will st0p racing 10 topple foreign
regimes that we know nothing
about, thr we shoulde't be in

b aken the bold decision 10 conduct long pending
urban local body elections on Februsry | with 37% re-
servation for women. In accordance with the Tth
Amendment to the Constitution. The move, prediet-
by, resulte n strong, opgosi bl groups

volved with”
lina.“Insteadous focus must bean
deleatingtesrorism and destroying
ISIS, a0 we will Wht M. Trimp
implied i that his administration
‘would ot conduct regime-change

whasoiightto use the s of Naga autonny s a ploy
toresist i B

2003 during the Gearge W. Bush

mearso indulge in mation-bulding o
Iying the many in (avous - in particular, Noga women. e United Siste. e promised
who would have finally go their constitutionally man- tionbuulding within the Uned

dated stake in local governance. Instead, he ehose (o

States and to enbance the miliary
E but

West, imaugurated by the Bresit
vote in the Unived Kingdom. The

ision a5 “null and voud™ embokbening bl organis-
tions to demand his resignation. Following 1 series of
agitations by twe tribal groups, the Joint Coordination.
e derognd ibesscien e
M Zelang

Nelphiu 0. b

“The tenor of M. Trump's stte-
menks sugaested that the United
States would have 2 much less in-
terventionst foreign. policy. It

ri

the people of the West have been
fgrored by their gobalis eader

‘who care more fo free Lrade deals
s for the bacmorehging ol jobs
in their own homelands. n this

West, which are fundamenllyin-

s the West's economic problem;

for all theie ramting agsins free  manity. For them, the worlds

this global foorprint, Theie isols  side, agi

thetoric than M. Trump has vowed

policy. Economic sovereignty s the U5, multary so that “no one
bl for et states, which

s whythey strivefor culluralsover-

“there would be nothing 64" But

b g
ofiision Nor i the ol doctrine 1 0 come i there, e it

annd well. It has certainly been sex
new period, with the

How good they ars, the great ol
comparies, Theyll_rebuild it
brandnen”
by ruthless inhuemane ioterven-  Trump's Secretiry of Stae i Rex
ton. Bomnbs il 4l oo doubt, but  Tillerson, who ran Exxonbobil for
10 years. Would Exsonlobl
[

ir purpose will Trag? No_ “T take the ol M.
areas seen 10 be leser and inher-  Trumg said brashly and against in-
entlydargeroms. termatiorallaw.

The US. President’s nstinctual
milarism is evident with bis ap-
the 19905, when imment of Generals 10 his

The lobal commdity chain has
ensbled Western corporations o
enjoy large profits s countries in
the chain struggle 10 underbid
each other on wages and reguls-
tions,

e iy iy e et s et of g
tons based on the idea of urman e, iy
et Vo i I nd Thes st ot cndn G

Vagmioi 5wl deignitons Ty hve cemmratrdoda vnt
of Iran, g, North Kores, Libya  antrMusli stresk, which i in
arad Syria as 'rogue stales” e the  keeping with the cruel populism of

allrasigned, bunot beloeesome ould ron e theyarecorrect What makesthem  Toseeure and control this global terms for humanitarian o liberl  the Trumpagenda. Such prejuice
- ph)dmmlmwmwuhm mmens o s 1o ol it st s mn:,nmnvdu:h e Wed s et The el s et sty At
' used i vast ity footprint .,
sl M Zelong s b saredio o T s af gty e . mred b o b 15 oot Cares — Sttt f s MO G, 1 i R
PR " p— e s swlonbbe 0 duchy g rough e smd ¥ wed s rliry and e agaes thers - o ox mgmumlhnmmw\ur[mnm
alsoby his ivals n the NPF. Some egilators were seek- funamensal i ey oflera el ol poves 0 s o v o sy i, s i o
i the e of e e Ci B o wihin meuhmuazlm g2k i e aneconomierob. s o homur el pop. A nition of arivers Pty am!lhahlmmr&mumhmnl
seem M. lem. I8 hatred of Muskis aid
u . .,WM_ T s eomcgt - ek s e, s e e g he sbbul et S smed st il wuld i S ey e b e
e would take it focus th

ateh

wht I now becorminga routine act i Indian.
" i e, hel

the country into . fsultionist

gilators were taken 10 a resort in Kariranga and con-
il there 1o prevent defections. Feaing a ple, Mr

)
e bl il Wk e Thled

of . Trump and France's rine
Le Pen, Hollands Geest Wilders
and Germany's Frauke Pery. The

premoshurhozelie Liezietsu was nominated asthe ti
e f e Sy Ll ket
ors.ust belore M. L es-

Staes pulling;
has AT
Misplaced targets

The LS. President’s agenda i part

day the agtaion was called off by the tibal ocganiss-

tors,signallingnend o this ound of ol But the

NPFed coalition undes the leadership of M, Liezietss

hasis taskcut out, It s oclearly asertis uthoriy &

the rulng etablishment in the State. Tt st aso s

ocess, which remains.
"

between the Certreand insurgent groups in 2015,

Ageing with dignity

Wemay bea youngnation. but we need to
earup to meet the needs of the elderly

e Indi's celebeaed demogsphie divdend.
s for decades underpinned its rapid eco-
homis progress, 3 countervailing force may

o

s that his emerged across the

e theic countries, ban minarets
and secure their bonlers againgt

rehyees
Bl wlls it s

simple campagn fodder — wil
ot aldress the economies of the

= b = wm =
the poorest hall

st
Jorly in the West, has truly be-

cmpol
inmu! T il noe be 1o draw
change’ requined Pl n e it o
g o complee k. e e

1S any ekl g e et e 0 4 iy

ey i The e o vegine

solation from this lobal com-
madity chain would seriously

uriikely that the eruel populss —

Tackling the Islamic State

Despite some disillusioned youth leaving the group, its endurance remains evident
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ch. Whatever be the case, the Se-
b attack confound experts
comes at 2 e when Fepurts sug-

substantial vages and other per-
quiites. Some were offered sex

saves fom 2 brge peol of prison-

overta, aginst the fnasy of cubural
placed by regimes that acceded 0 sovereiganty.
the nee-lheral plicy skte and 10
the nstitutionsof
T o e
the thery of universal b

Wiy laest ook s Th Dt
ofthe i che P o the v
Revalas

loay of sl recnis. o W voud pckoge o bt

e g, wich 5 e 10 e hlhwmgﬂn lem‘u(Dumalm

pacity o hold on 0 s territory in
Iragandsyr

ity which was cleverly conceaied
underarelgious s

clebrated by bistorisn Wi
iam Dalrymple in his ook

However, this

sz e Shascomenaed

e Ll v gt strengtn he bass
el young g
T e wimcers rom Slkrcw pars o
is a cause of deep concern for polic India them” the workl. At the height of its suc-
Sub shioe in Selan, Fakistans

alheadyhas the world ssecond larges populationofhe
eldely, defined s thase above 60 years of . s his

Sindi province, was the most -
kel place for confict, Vet it was

eeleratng pace, i will generate enormuus socio-eco-
i pressures asthe demand for hesltheare services
" y

e e ol st

SOcomtiectnfshtlor
itscause, s estimaned that nealy
300005 whmeers b e &

ack,
climed responsiilty) for, and

ced

i gty e

strength by amacking governent
treasries i

[ b i
208 o Il will b eldely by 2050, marking a -
estic jump o the current 6%, However, s o, ef-
forsto developaregime ofbealth andsocialcare hats
st 10 e shilliog s o the popiitian bve
bees

s T smagey? Dalyrples de

mmmmwhnm-mm
i

created mbiple models o eder care, e

frrim oppetriy oy

o ety el s

mx by mmn mlmm o

Laden. s expected to
ot e e ot bmee s tha e s b
amen the volumteers. Many have  cause it s ot persceality-criented.
et Iehas shown el o be sacre pras-
aed, ind olhers e rporedy e i oping o exparsion

packing their bags oo The infl ofgeography, isteadol tick
oS e beatict; ol ace ek
the cxodus far higher. Cresibie analyses by Westen ix

Same of the 15 deserers are  Iligence ageocies posa o the ex-

el
o et s e

territory i Syri and I over the
o ol o e s

el lyin;
e corsiderable weakth in order
meet it commiments towards
funding the adririsiation of i
expruredterriories.

.3 cause for cansterna:
o wasthe seady seream fvolun-
s that the 1S coul atract from

i nm i o o

Neumann, Director
b e Cone o o
Study of Radicalisaton st King's
College, London, ik “The appeal

of Isamic e reted o it

for which they had been ghtng.  ous parts of the world. The srall
They may ncver eum. However, s g in cach oy
surprisinghy, rumber of ke themclificul tobe dentifed.
e v s et 5 5l A, we e 1o cntend i the

Caliphate, even though they hive  eruitwho rerurms
returred home. This inmoduces 3 A few recent arrests in Indin con-
dimension othe internal i frm that the lure of the 1S i st

ationin a number of counsries that  strog. I n this comext
bl contibuted 3 seady flow of ot exensive e of he lnterner
cers o diserminzte s <apeisiing i

“The stution s relevant o Iy pagnda matersl causes some
oo, There o clear estimateofthe  worry. A few suecesshul cvercises
gone o Bghtor  bave been carried o recen

agencies
the required Enowietge and wis-

any e e
sal or widely networls of - i the West. These were not merely  strength and its winning Now that  dom 1o handle the complex
nursing homes, nd pllatve cae ecalitiont, 85y e Piant e yount peope o prgesed a5 o s o stver St
Indis Bx- i for the IS5 e Wheresthe S heading? ewob-
pers also caution that s the e e Sewan a Theyweregiven verses i i inablty t e the  servers would bet on s el 1 gt B v
elderly population expands, there is kely to be a shift
in the disease patterns from communicable 1 non-
communicabl, which iself s r regearing he ~ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR -
healibcare system toward “preventive, peomotive,
. progress Akhilesh  The writer seems to be the ty line, the
Advocacy andinformtion canpaigns may be neces-
" bichot- y
+ v i
ten dunoe help the elderly enjoy a life of stabilty and & iy
e of sab fcnp s (Tisuphorthe i yungandepecgHicCM  Iunctioning ean espect, ulture and Tl il ecnsings Weddingsare sblend whers
dignity. As ighlighted in Uncertan Twilight’, a four i U%CP and 1w . he i e rechnaloy, Lollod and
part series in The Hindu on the welfare of semior cit- term benefits Finally, leel  mussenauuisaas rian, the s media meet.
y wsether, peuples o i e Valuesar takinga back
wlrie Feh 2, The sl every e uffiberalsm and notola  an alien werld, i sbest o opes thatpeople
e, bl Yo mcess sy heakh sare low " " ey sougdemones Stmple, less fuss elseoner hejoys of g
levls o stntonl support, and the oveness and DI prirm
o Eroslonofasonomy  auoncmy” s ioesisient. piesetby
s i Thearticle, “When the ‘Al the attacks s s, a social event_ I many and Kashair fovemment
the elderly in an Indian family revolve around care 3 - ” —y .
provided by their children. Accurding 1o the National M. (Feb.22), i managed by professionsl  Feb2D)
‘Sample Survey Organisation's 2004 survey, nearly 1% i dealt with Fmbbmild ngphanes s [eeapa——
of persons aged above 60 Ived dbone. The number of 4 editoral,"Necessary  ircnicalthatin acountry e
elderly living with their spouses was odly 9.3%, and. P e b0, Bl s Encawhere bt of g crmas s
those iving wih theis chidren scoounted for 356% ottt it ey elth care. There eeds o
Howeser, 2 many among the ynger Seneruion minacity sppessement The  scrom thecountrysppetrs MR e ity hethare  Sommee S FETT
and. A MPs in. i
abmdmhreunmauhmmumcmmmm- h The s X et el 5 2. 0.l b s s G
easingly havingto wrn o other arrangements. 1 he & o o 2 0 e s
pu..m sector, an estimated demand for 300,000 ‘Saned, md fux members ol the.
o, sl sl
4 varety of retirement i
the country, inaddition toinnovations in healthcare de- denmocracy. et being attributed o contributing their mie medicine. These isapesd YT S P ————
livery for this group. Vet the poor amongthe elderly still tommm - orsimervidsaprepe et = sl irmi e
very much depend on the gvertment to think crear- === Dy LeCuhogethal | shie Carchngiote | clothythemarydgmces ek e s ST
oo Ui : o e
et fckr mee Pracesh ean become one of  Smem evidentis not somuch Medlicine has advanced P
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A disaster that’s still unfolding

»An extraordinary economist

»Kenneth Joseph "Ken" Arrow was an American
economist, writer, and political theorist.

»He was the joint winner of the Nobel Memoria
Prize in Economics with John Hicks in 1972.
»To date, he is the youngest person to have
received this award, at 51

» Five of his students won Nobel Prizes.

+

The inadk e response to the oil spill off the coast of Chennai raises questions of accountability

JATANTHENATARAJAN

The dissster contines ua-

the authoriies complicit in
this? If not, they were cer
taily neglgeet n lloving
his o

More ec

gt 11
the auhorites.

A pit stop to change
attitudes

Pit emptying must become central to India’s efforts
to eliminate open defecation

DLANE CORFEY AND
SANGITA VYAS
Both Ambedkar and Gandhi
protested the practice of un-
by encouraging
upper castes to deal with
thes o s Lt week
the Secretary of the
- inty of Dining Wit
Sani

and ation,  Para-
meswaran uptheir
il o acton by cptying
the decomposed waste from
3 twinpit lawine in
Warangal distict, Teban-
e, Iyer deserves

praise for calling stention to
fact that the problem of

pit emptying must become
central to India's eforts to

st »

Having pit-
hn:mrmmmunhlulm emptying demonstrationsby
t0 decompose before being  everyone - from celebrites
emptied. According o the  to villxge leaders ~ ¢

Prohibition of Employment  the country. The Prime Min-
s Manual Scavengers and  ister Lsunched the Swachh
their Rehabilitation Act, ~ Bharat Mission by sweeping
the streets of Valmi Colony

and sccountabilty ‘The matter s before the  eliminate open defecation
National Green Tribunal. ~ I's now wel estabished
While culpablity and com-  that the hitory and contion-
Some crucal facts. Two Svim i
i, thepl, g o legly thrshed o, the P
loaded LPG at Ennore, and ~ demand of ctzens shouldbe  ity. Despite this, Tamil Nad  Guard and Chennay bave- Central govemn-  explining why there is 50
umuwlywh sl Avhen 3 Gt iy bt it ] i 3 el ments are dutybound o
rm, wEh 2L pes sgmcesbodd st pln, Dree  Theuerlackoftramparkep the pblc iormed. . many
toanes of 10 kol cotainthe i eas, the T R Mk omes murkier. Let the public rural Indians _ associate
o G cont s ot e iy B bt Whle toe e s e e oecared, | gt 5 Il B M
ing I, colled & Boacre 0 cousn the dame 1o 00 o he pan. The . takofrrtaon el here and vheter hand with manual scaven-
it Saturday. The oil  their reputa State now Ul its  carried out by experts rom  age continues. Whatare the ging, work that Dalits have
Buihed ow of Down Ko There. was inexcusable peope why a loca conin e ndin e of T Sty precutons hat have  agjoraly been compeed
b delay in g nology and Indian Ol the  tobe aken now, and forhow 1o do. Caste Hinds efse to
Ly the Ministry o Sigping s the toxic ol gushed ito the i plce. The regulaory defi- sl i reparted to have s long? Sharing o ormation ~ empty latrine pits them-
inder ey, i ot - y dves, and hir
arsja Port s required o prove i beary materals such as zioc,  the public expects from its now expensive
Limited (L) athorite s lead and arsenic which are v and complcated. This is in
damage had already been nombiodegradable and can-  thority, officials and other-  part because, thankiuly,the

done. The National 01 Spill-
Disaster Contingency Plan

ansparency
There i absolutely no dis-
asterrelsted information, e

not be removed by biore-
medistion. These willremain

ponse was utely inad-

equate. probe 1993,

a opted in 1996. In the two
decades since then, the plan
has routinely been updated
and revised 1o reflect the

reports say, had res

mechanisms swung into ac-
tion, the ol spill could have
been contained. KPL went

precauionsthe public

1o take which ought to hz-r
e wily dseiated by
oo i

. first and regulatory standards.
denying any fallout at all,  Evidently, the only thing it
cappingthe spillat  reflects '3 complete failure
one tonme of bunker . inaction
“There s no damage to

Sl s, i
all the wy up the
food ch and cxuseg e
parable damage to humans
5 well 25 10 the marine eco-
system,

wise, who are guity of crm-

inal negligence must_be
brought o book. The culp-

exploitaion and exclusion
of Daits i sowly being chal-

ment of in New
illegal, emptying human
waste that has decomposed
in 3 latrine pi is not con-
sidered manial scavenging,
and s therefore not ilegal.

2,

204,
He called the mission 3

2
£

severely penalised. It must

ultioately be ensured that

the poluters pay an exem
price for ther sis.

s now painfully obvious

litical circles, the bureau
eracy should have taken ne-
cessary action. Can fisher-

of shude havig been buried
in neighbouring  hamlets

tions have failed. But we
Chennai

lenged in India, and many The two-pitlatrine design _really wants to honour the
degradi legaeyof though, it
work. solution 10 the problems of dowellto keep the -
open ek and manual curon s thrGandhi e

ging, but it does not

RuralIndians do ot wan 1o
s the atrines promoted by
the Indian government be-
cause these latrines require

-Lum the social con- touchabiity and manual
piences associated with  scavening, The challenge
ben we  willli in finding 2 way o
combine photo ops with 3
real

Pt emptyn
asked families in rural areas

agency pl
The Indian Coast Guard has.
been demanding,for over 20
years now a State contin-
closely monitoring and the  gency plan from Sates. This
s pder comtl” s ekt s ety
have beenfur-  August 2016 n the 2st an-

P

lution,” read the sixsentence
statement from Kamarajar
offcal of port

e ventureout toss? s . such 3¢ KK Kpgam and ey it conceednd
i de d effort by ordin-

g o e 1y ot o o e

belp clean the toxic oil were found. Purther burying  viathan of g s 10
sludge without proper pro-  was stopped only afterlocal - action. | can think of no bet-
tective gea, using only buck lents protested.Itis hor-  ter cause than this for cit-

ets? No. The fun fact which
was put out by KPL s that
tenders have now been

ifying to think that the ship
ownesfagent acually tried to
dispose of the sludge waste

e s Wi
can euphemistically be  and during the most recent
called 3 *trust defict” had  meetingsof the State Coastal
begun. Therefore, the first  Zone Management Author-

machinery. Mesawbie, 57
tonnes of oil
e remoned b the Gl

most affected by the spill,

izens to come toged
force accountabilty and ac-
tion from the authorites.

oy etarsfn saformer
Vit and

ing. They are afraid of the
problems they will fa

when the pit s up. For this

ple want 10 use

latrines with very large pits

or tanks that take decades to

. Yet, latrines with very

The Indian government's

their health and safety. Are

apolicalacti

SINGLE FILE
Life without
social media

Asatirical take on how much our
personality. politics and relationships
are being dictated by the rules

ofthe Internet

P caonce

It veasona highly political ahernoon in the notso-distant fu-
turethatthe social media o the world collapsed into a pile of

socil
T e ot st D th o Bk w3
psing “Pressitue”

pit emptying is o promote

tem.

effort o change
people’s minds how about
Where 10 defecate, who

decomposed pit by ha

the resounding answer was

“no". Most believe that  empy birinepis,and ul-

empiying even 3 decon  mately bow Dl shoukdbe
it would be  treated.

situaly polluting and would

Dimecy kg

rcae.

by M yer’s pub-
a iy o
a ey i

hope that this effort will pot "%

= Find
DMK's striking gains in Madras elections
The Drvils Mannetr Kahsgamand seven sl -
iy eed
e T ot o 0 e s Ay i
e enend 8 3 o T MK it
62 Five Ministers have been skkilcd | and the ruling
G S e Y
oo N o 0 DU by i o v
L vt kst o
candidate by 3,134 votes.

FROM The:st ARCHIVES
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oty 2 schodeachs i ikt
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Case against engine driver

Dphm Ilmlaam Additional District Magistrate, Thar-

terday began the trial of Bast, engine driver,
, Rail-

picture captons for political or social context. They had to
takestands and decisions unendoesed by ikes andshares, and
many found they lacked conviction. Without pop-culture ef-
erence and film scenes to provide context, deas had to be
communicated in full entences, which many found boring.

Chaos everywhere

CONCEPT-UAL

Language
game/

FAQ

An extraordinary economist

Understanding the genius of Kenneth Arrow

banded,since thei errain of operation nolonger existed. Lib-
eral crusaders of various causes falled miserably when ssked

I3 lion could spesk, we

artcls. Without peer pressure, leftaving thinkers found
themselves thinking right-ving thoughts and  rightwing
s of vark-

Ludw Watgenstein wiute
in Philasophical Imestigt-

Whowas Keneth Arrow?
Kennth Arow who ded
in Calfornia

\hagr o2 vt

Trol
cushues, of course, remaines trolls.Some things don'tchange
inreal e

L L e AL i g

tors Hman beings il
ot

mknown lnprage wihca
shared human behaviour 3

forthe: lmxwxmyralmgmmvulemwhmy)\-lmm
bad 1o pass through fiers, and some things did not g
through. Without the direct feed,theie supporters had 10 ook

[
tgenstein_developed the

Whatto report?
Many jourmalists could no lnges RT without endorsement
il e bl Soe ey coud o g e i

voven ogther; e

sidered he foundation of

equilbrium theory proof,

el i g e ko S by il
traiin, No 154 down goods, from Prome against signals
{hereby colding Wit Ro 1 uppasenges train which was
Sanding  hposatomn the 4 evembercug o
siderable damage 1o the station buildings, ailway stock an
prosiioifon ety bl el

he goods train, sccording to evidence,
was not entering the station cautiously. The accused’s de-
fence.

modern
ory, for which he is best
known.

Whatis Arrows
Impossibilty Theorem?

prices exists at which all

cous equibrium. He e

the Assistant Station Master in whose department they all
‘worked. The Magistrae framed charges.

woek in his area. Arrow

indepianed . tra-
the discp-
o, P o

versities and institutions
but mostly with Stanford
University, where he was
an emeritus profesior 3t
the time of his death. At
the age of 51, he was the
youngest person

more choices, there is no
way 1o aggregate their

ces ety as 2
whole, in a logically cor-
sistent manmer, withot vi-
olating some basic prin:
ciples, ane of which i not
having one person's prefer-
ences overrule the thers'
This has often been nter.
preted as voting systems.

1 of ey, S s

e enerl oppnkion o st ey ptiog s o el He won it jointly with foh come against another 35
paper.And without “How Twiterreacted o * artcesto e, S ks being logically lawed, un-
enegeic young reporters found themmelves in corporation S o o less one ndivedual s dic-
tothe . b pe tghts in choos-

utter disbelil, naeligible anguage. known for? ing societal preferences.

T v s ey amcrg 20smeig ot In 1951, while st student
d Columbia Univrsy, - Wt were Ar'caher
e pocns s - ity coi pt and  MORE ON Professor Arrow wrote S0 contributions
o Comemel dsppoinied. onowthaiheycodimi 4 THE WEB il Choo and il Arrw e s mark s
res, they realised what looked ood dde' really tiste L Values, which contained  much o ec

oot what & known as Arrow's i terms f his theoretical
TN Assembly. WSt mpossbily Theorem  contrbutions and through
Back o the real world happened, 3 video  Gronically called the Gen- his intellectual impact on

The big posive, haweves, was that relaives were exser 9~ exphiner ol Pl Tty e vt s dudess
love and cherish ow that they were no onge sharing s~ —— in. prizes). s con-

butions o information eco-

DATA POINT
The Android Surge

elped the cperating system dominate thesmartphone 05
marke, The olowi raphic shoms the ket shre 5 of

finance,  equality
heal
His interests extended

dhde auinic, o
ophy. the

say, the homing luhm o

ey whales.

oot Amarta S,
Professor Arrow was “not
ol one of the gt

buulmmzu{hrer
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dIntro- We may be a young nation, but we need to gear up to meet the needs of the elderly.

India celebrating demographic dividend- Rapid economic progress.

Gains from having a relatively young population: rapid ageing at the top end of the scale.

This is a cause of deep concern for policymakers as India already has the world’s second largest
population of the elderly, defied as those above 60 years of age.

t will generate enormous socio-economic pressures as the demand for healthcare services,
accommodation(HIdI¥H)- historically unprecedented levels.

It is projected that approximately 20% of Indians will be elderly by 2050, marking a dramatic
jump from the current 6%.

(QWhile more mature economies have created multiple models for elder care, such as universal or
widely accessible health insurance, networks of nursing homes.

Experts also caution that as the proportional size of the elderly population expands, there is likely
to be a shift in the disease patterns from communicable to noncommunicable

dWhich itself calls for re-gearing the health-care system toward “preventive, promotive, curative
and rehabilitative aspects of health”.



.

“*Ground realities faced by the elderly

“1)-The include abandonment by their families,

%2)-destitution and homelessness,

“*3)-inability to access quality health care,

“*4)-low levels of institutional support,

“*5)-and the loneliness and depression associated with separation from their families.

“*On the one hand, the traditional arrangements for the elderly in an Indian family revolve around
care provided by their children.

“*According to the National Sample Survey Organisation’s [Q- Ministry-?]| 2004 survey, nearly 3%
of persons aged above 60 lived alone. The number of elderly living with their spouses was only
9.3%, and those living with their children accounted for 35.6%.

“*However, as many among the younger generation within the workforce are left with less time,
energy and willingness to care for their parents, or simply emigrate abroad

“sprivate sector, an estimated demand for 300,000 senior housing units, valued at over $1 billion.

“*Yet the poor among the elderly still very much depend on the government to think creatively and
come up with the resources and institutions to support their needs.
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Celebrated by Historian Wiliam Dalrymple in his book Nine Lives as “a place where for once you
saw religion acting to bring people together, not to divide them”,

(Lal Shahbaz Qalandar, a Suf shrine in Sehwan, Pakistan’s Sindh province

QWhich the Islamic State (IS) claimed responsibility- killed at least 8o people.

UWhy was the shrine chosen as the site for savagery?

dDalrymple’s description of the shrine as “a syncretic(ﬂq?ﬂﬁ) place” is a possible explanation.

The IS is known for its intolerance towards all non-Sunnis, especially the Shias.

Attracting the youth

LIS has concentrated on building its strength on the basis of brutality and an ability to attract
volunteers from diffrent parts of the world - nearly 8o countries

It is estimated that nearly 30,000 IS volunteers have gone to Iraq and Syria since 2011.

UIn its early days, the IS built up its financial strength by

(J1)- attacking government treasuries-

(2)-seized a few rich oil wells, especially in Iraq

(13)-It also, to generate considerable wealth in order to meet its commitments towards funding the
administration of its captured territories.



- Losing ground

2In the past year, the IS has shown definite signs of wilting against - U.S. and coalition forces.

“* Added to this- alliance between Russian President Vladimir Putin and Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, which, though primarily directed against Syrian rebels, also targeted IS resources.

“*Having lost nearly a quarter of its territory in Syria and Irag- it’s no longer attractive

“sFailure lately to pay them even a modest wage- due to the IS’s diminishing revenues- Badal Movie

“*Many have returned home, no longer motivated, and others are reportedly packing their bags too.

“*Some of the IS deserters are those disillusioned about the cause for which they had been fighting.

“*Relevant to India- There is no clear estimate of the numbers who had gone to fight or who have
come back.

Conclusion

“*We could invest our intelligence agencies with the required knowledge and wisdom to handle the
complex situation.

“*A few recent arrests in India confirm - IS is still strong- extensive use of the Internet.

“*A few successful exercises have been carried out recently to build software that can quickly
identify propaganda material and remove it from the Internet.

*+Only time will tell how effective this counter-offensive has been.
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A disaster that’s stillbunfolding = —
e |

“* Intro- The disaster continues unabated- The oil spill which hit the Ennore coast in Chennai, at
3.45 a.m. on January 28, continues to spread along the coast.

“ It is destroying marine life, livelihoods and causing permanent damage to biodiversity.

“*The inadequate response to the oil spill of the coast of Chennai raises questions of accountability.

“* Although a probe by the Ministry of Shipping is under wayj, it is still not known how Kamarajar
Port Limited (KPL) authorities allowed the “accident” to happen.

“* Statement from Kamarajar Port- “There is no damage to the environment like oil pollution,” -“All
top officials of port closely monitoring and the situation is under control.”

“ “trust deficit” had begun- Therefore, the first demand of citizens should be that when a disaster
happens, agencies should act immediately to contain the disaster — not act immediately to
contain the damage to their reputations.

“*The National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan (NOS-DCP) was sanctioned in 1993, drafted in
1995 and adopted in 1996.

“*In the two decades since then, the plan has routinely been updated and revised to reflect the
latest in international safety and regulatory standards- Evidently, the only thing it reflects is a
complete failure in action
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For a contingency plan

» The Indian Coast Guard has been demanding, for over 20 years now a State contingency plan from States.

» This was reiterated as recently as August 2016 in the 21st annual meeting of the NOS-DCP and during the most
recent meetings of the State Coastal Zone Management Authority.

» Despite this, Tamil Nadu has not furnished such a plan.

No transparency

» There is absolutely no disaster-related information, especially -the current status of the spill- responsible
administration Whatever the chaos in political circles, the bureaucracy should have taken necessary action.

> Is it safe to eat sea food?

» Indian Institute of Technology and Indian Oil, [Q-Location-?] the sludge is reported to have a heavy concentration of
nine heavy materials such as zinc, lead and arsenic which are non-biodegradable and cannot be removed by
bioremediation.

More ecological damage

> Reports indicate that the slick has spread to Cuddalore in the south, will soon reach the Pichavaram mangroves
and then northwards to affect the Pulicat mangroves.

» I can think of no better cause than this for citizens to come together and force accountability and action from the
authorities.



A mangrove is a shrub or small tree that grows in
coastal saline or brackish water.
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UThe National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), is an organization under the Ministry of Statistics of the Government of
India. It is the largest organisation in India conducting regular socio-economic surveys. It was established in 1950.

QEmployees of NSSO belong to Indian Statistical service(appointment through Union Public Service commission) and Subordinate
statistical service(appointment through staff selection commission).

NSSO has four divisions:

1)-Survey Design and Research Division (SDRD)

2)-Field Operations Division (FOD)

3)-Data Processing Division (DPD)

4)-Co-ordination and Publication Division (CPD)

v'The Indian Oil Institute of Petroleum Management (IiPM, stylised IndianQil Institute of Petroleum Management) is a
training institute of Indian Oil Corporation set up in 1995 at Gurgaon, a city in the state of Haryana, India. It conducts advanced
management education programmes in collaboration with premier business schools and top line professionals

v “Bioremediation is a waste management technique that involves the use of organisms to remove or neutralize pollutants from a

contaminated site.”
v" According to the EPA, Bioremediation is a “treatment that uses naturally occurring organisms to break down hazardous

substances into less toxic or non toxic substances.”
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v'A mangrove is a shrub or small tree that grows in coastal saline or brackish water.

v'The term is also used for tropical coastal vegetation consisting of such species. Mangroves occur worldwide in the tropics

and subtropics, mainly between latitudes 25° N and 25° S.

v'The total mangrove forest area of the world in 2000 was 53,190 square miles (137,800 km?), spanning 118 countries and territories.

v'The Sundarbans mangrove forest, one of the largest such forests in the world (140,000 ha), lies on the delta of the Ganges,
Brahmaputra and Meghna rivers on the Bay of Bengal.
v'It is adjacent to the border of India's Sundarbans World Heritage site inscribed in 1987.



