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HE HARPEST THING A MAN

B AN PO IN THIS LIFE IS CHANGE

HiS WAYS, (W THE PAYS oOMNE &

FAST, A MAN COLLP REINVENT
HIMSELF THRECO U GH NEW e

SURRCUNEINGS AN FOLK THAT

NEITHER KNOW NOK CARE
ABOUT HIS FAST,

OVERCOME WITH THE NEWNESS ANP WILPNESS

THAT SLRROLND'S HIM. INEED, THE CHANGE 15 ¥l

S GREEAT THAT IT SEEMS AS [F ONE HAS

/ ENTERED A DIFFERENT WORLP.
e
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EVERYTHING THAT HE SEES
s BissiILAR FROM THE
OB TECTS OF His HEWME,
ANP FOR SOME THAT 'S
THE FIRST STEF T2

B\ BECOMING A NEW MAN,

o

' RUTH IS, MOST MEN

< - i -

PLN AWAY FroM . BB

Y THEIR PAST IN ONE 8
¥ WAY OR ANOTHER. 48
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HE EVENTS THAT LEP TO THIS PAY

& CAN BE MARKED ROLIGHLY SOME
B HUNPREDPS OF MILES SOLUTH IN THE
¥ PESERT REGIONS OF NEW MEXICO.

A YOUNG MAN WAS MURDPERE? §

BY AN ANsSREY CROWE, HLING ANE N
BURNEL IN EFFIGY IN RETALIATION

FOR HIS PURFPORTELD SIN OF HAVING &8

SHARED HIS BEP WITH ANOTHER 508

YOLNG MAN NAMEDR SAL, ¥
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BN NONE OF THE PARTICLLARS OF Wb
M -.»g:&' THAT HORRIFIC EVENT TROLBLED |

JONAH HEX, WHEO, As A BOLUNTY B
N HLNTER, FORMER SOLPIER ANP 1
NN SOMETIMES MERCENARY, HAD |

BN SEEN HIS SHARE OF VIOLENCE BB
b AND BLOOPSHED. —gpun

Baes ooy

¥ MORE TO THE POINT WAS WHAT N4 %
¥ HAFFENEPRP AFTER HEX TOLP sAL HE \‘
_ WANTEDP N PART IN EXACTING REVENSE
)\ ON BEHALF OF THE DECEASED, A
) DECISION THAT COST THE LIVES OF
P CHILDREN BORN AND LNBORN ALIKE.

H‘&.-,H L s e —— " '\

AN ATTEMPT TO SETTLE
HIS CONSCIENCE, BY WAY OF
BRINGING SAL TO JUSTICE FOR M
. THE MURPER OF LITTLEVILLE'S I8
| ENTIRE POPLLATION, WAS
MET WITH PROTEST ANP
PECLARATIONS OF HEX'S
SHAMEFLUL FLACE ALONGSIPE
Ak THE WORST OF HMEN.

IT MAY STRIKE THIS REAPER °
A5 4 CURIOUSs TIME FOE 4 AN
§ TO RLN FROM HIMSELF WHEN THE
SN AFOREMENTIONER CRIMES ANP [}
: \4 LABELS OF VILLAINY HAVE OFT
\ BEEN APPLIEP TO JONAH HEX.
| THEREIN LIES A LESSON OF THE
\ | WEAR AND TEAR A LIFECF 4§
\ | ALMOST CONSTANT PEATH ¢
N TAKES ON A MAN'S SOLL.
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JUSTIN GEAY & JIMMY PALMIITII - writars
MARK SsPARACI) — artist
E0E sCHWAGEEK - -c:q:.r]m:-ri:.‘t 4 KOE LEIGH — lattarar
ANDY KVEERT with FEIE (ARKLSS0N — covar art
TOM FALMERK Jr. - aditer
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HE EFFORTS OF BUILPING A CHANGEP MAN 7
S0 OFTEN RESLLT IN THE CONSTREUCTION OF A -
NEW HOME, BOTH IN TERMS OF A STRUCTLRE TO .
KEEF THE RAIN FROM ONE'S HEADP AND THE -~/
<. ~| COMPANY HE KEEPS. —> —
W e —
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N THE CASE OF JONAH HEX, COMPANY WAS = “ =

f
" PFBE5T KEPT WITH HORSES ANP THE OCCASIONAL
POE,. AS MOST TIMES THE INCLUSION OF OTHERS IN |
y HiS LIFE LEP TO COMPLICATIONS ANP LLTIMATELY /
e o PEATH IN SOME FORM OR ANOTHER. ="
L i s A e

HAVING PROCLURED AN UNTOLP FORTUNE
N BOLINTIES OVER THE YEARS, IT WAS
FPOSSIBLE TO SUSTAIN HIMSELF WITHOUT
THE NEEP ORF WANT OF A JOB. NOT THAT
CLP HEX HAP MORE THAN BUT ONE

E FROFESSION HE EXCELLEP AT,

-

T

2 ALMOST IMPERCEFPTIBLY. A CHANGE
CAME OVER HEX, A= IT POES WITH MOST
MEN WHO TAKE THE TIHE TO WORK WITH THEIR
HANP'S ON SOMETHING AS FINE AS A NEW
HOME. THIS WAS A TEAPE TALUGHT TO HIM
BY HIS FATHER. WOOPSON. A PRUNKARP
ANP A LOUT ON ALL COUNTS.

———

fF HEX WERE THE SORT OF MAN TO
. SPENP LONG HOLRS FONPERING A
LIFETIME OF EXFERIENCE, HE MIGHT
AGKEE THAT THIS BIT OF CARFENTRY
SKILL WAS THE ONLY REPEEMABLE
GQUALITY HIS FATHER POSSESSED.
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N MY OWN FERSONAL EXFERIENCES, 1°%
WHICH CAN BE AFPLIEP HERE IN THE '
ABSTRALT, KEEFING ONE'S MINP BLSY
THROUGH cOOP WORK OF ANY KINP
» CREATES A SENSE OF PEACE. . Nti

| Tep—
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= +, BY EXAMPLE, YOU'LL NOTE THAT |_
~— /Ammfpmmssﬂmmf T
' TASK OF BUILDING A NEW HOME MIGHT )
! RARELY SQUABBLE, AS TOGETHER THEIR
N VISION IS SQUARELY FOCLISED ON = 3
i s THE TASK AT HAND. ~=— — & : (o 9 S o = 1
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¥ THE EXCITEMENT OF
) ¥ HOMEMAKING AND THE
| BIRTHING OF CHILPTEN HAS
BEEN PLIT BEHING THEM
o THAT THEY SLUPPENLY |
REALIZE THEY PON'T KNOW
- MUCH OF EACH OTHER. 3 (

N gdBeendip= 5
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¢ =7 THE TRUE TEST OF A ‘3
g < . PEACEFLIL LIFE FOR ANY .
LEFT ALONE, THEY MAN OR WOMAN IS ’)
{ SOMETIMES BECOME ] A MARKED IN THE PASSING

Vo, O OF QUIET MOMENTS =
" lﬂ WHEN THE WORK /S DONE |
. KAW THE MIND GETS TO
» N WORKING ON ITSELF. -\
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THIS WAS A BAD IDEA

Py

AFTERNOCN, SIR.
MayY I HELP YOU WITH i
SOMETHING? = BUILPING A HOUSE
AH NEED - OUT BY RED CREEK,

Hﬂllh..iln ﬁ R e e b AINT YOU?
o

HAY 'F:EE' MLUH




YOU LIVING OUT

THERE ALL BY YOUR
LONESOME.,
ME, HILLWIGY

THAT ONE
THERE, SHE
LOOKS MORE
LIKE A FRIENP
I'M INTERESTED
IN MEETIN'.

FAR FROM IT, ACTUALLY, 'E-LI‘I"
SOME FOLKS HERE IN TOWN BEEN
MIGHTY CURIOUS ABOUT OUR
NEW MEIGHBOR. YOU MIGHT WANT
TO ATTEND CHURCH SOME
SUNDAY...

..GET TO
MEET SOME OF--
{:"H HELL. THEY
f _DON'T LOOK
THE LEAST EIT
L FRIENDLY.

AFTEENOON, B
GENTLEMEN.

OP ABOUT
F'I' MISTER?
KNOCK IT OFF,
BLACKIE. THE
MAN'S JUST BEIN'

PAUGHTER. |

" THAT'S ,ﬂ.w




> : WHAT'S YORE TS N | i :
0\ PEAL, MISTER? ™ ya cpy or N EVERYBOPY HERE PUN SAID

; ' GOOD AFTERNOON TA EACH |l
e i oo W | OTHER. WHUT MAKES YA'LL SO 'S
; - ' SPECIAL YA CAN'T GINE A .
PROPER GREETIN'?

] -H:*-

WE'RE LOOKIN TO
SET QUR FEET UF A BIT
AND PO SOME HARTD DRINKIN',
THIS TOWN GOT SOMETHIN
THATLL SUIT US?

YES INPEED! THE RUSTY MAIL JUST
OVER THERE 1S BOTH A HOTEL AND
A SALOON, THEY GOT A cOOP
PIANO PLAYER AN SOME REAL
F‘E’ETT}" ENTERTAINMENT.

COMPARISON TA YER
PALUGHTER, HOW'D YA
SAY THEM SALOON

T
GIRLS RATEY 4 woLLDN'T 54&*
. ! ! NOR WOULD T MAKE
COMPARISONS, _

MISTER HILLWIG, YOU PON'T WANT ' YOU SEE THEIR GLNS?
TO BE UPSETTING MEN LIKE 4 THOSE ARE GENLINE

THOSE THERE. il OUTLAWS, I'D WAGER
Y BY THE POSTURE ANT' SEEEEE
f Y 'I‘:HE FISTOLS THEY &
s
7 "’l

l’.’-AE'ErEE’-

B

WHAT A

Emiﬁﬁg 5 [ c0 ceTTING

THAT MAN |5
TROUBLE, ANP YOU
LOVE TROUBLED MEN.
THAT'S ALL I'M SAYING
ON THE MATTEE.




ittt it

NAME'S ELMSFORD
AND T AINT MAKIN
A JOKE. WE'RE HERE
TO INSURE THAT
NOTHIN' BAD HAPPENS
TO SUCH A QUALITY
JOINT.

AINT
THAT RIGHT,
BLACKIE?

NICE PLACE
YOU aOT

LOOKS LIKE WE

ARRIVED JUST IN TIME, Y

MR, JACKSON. YOU
GOT A REAL PROBLEM
WITH THEM WHISKEY
BOTTLES, COULP
BE THE PLALE IS
HALINTED.

' I'M JACKSON,
THE PRCFRIETOR. CAN
I GET YOU BOYS
SITUATED?

b
I THINK WE'LL MAKE < &
OURSELVES COMFORTABLE _
WITH FIFTY PERCENT OF THE _ f
HOUSE TAKE FROM HEEE F ' i}
ON OUT, INCLUPIN FARD YOUR SENSE
ANP WHORES. " OF HUMOR FALLS
- A LITTLE FLAT HERE,
MISTER, MIGHT BE BEST
YOoU TOOK YOUR ACT
ELSEWHERE.

WHEN YOU
:' 355 . 5"“? Bl‘ﬁlpl pi:l ?A
b | MEAN SOMETHIN'
D LIKETHIS? 4

ALL RIGHT!
FUT THEM
GUNS AWAY,
PAMMIT!

I 0T A REAL HUNGER
FER THE SHOP OWNER'S
PAUGHTER.

YA'LL KEEF THAT
PISTOL HOLSTEREP.
BLACKIE. WE'RE IN THE
BUSINESS OF EXTORTIN'
MONEY, NOT BEIN' RUN
OUTTA TOWN ON RAPE
CHARGES...  AGAIN.




I REALIZED
NO ONE IN TOWN HAS
GIVEN YOU A PROPER
WELCOME. I HOFE
YOU LIKE BLUEBERRY

LOCKS LIKE A
PROPER ANP STURDPY
BUILT.

e

N THE WINTER, BUT
YOU'LL WANT TO MAKE
SURE YOU SEALED THE |

ROOF REAL GOOP AS WE |
\  GETRAINBYTHE
. BUCKET HERE.

-
SHOULD DO WELL - %l

=

YOU'RE AWFUL SHY. I HOPE YOU'LL
FORGIVE ME FOR SAYING IT. BUT YOUR
FACE POESN'T TROUBLE ME NONE.
MY PADPDY TAUGHT ME TO JUPGE THE
HEART OF A MAN AND NOT THE .

: LOQK OF HIM.




WELL., IF YOU
LIKE, T CAN STOF BY
SOME TIME JUST TO
TALK. YOU HAVE TO GET
LONELY OUT HERE BY
YOURSELF.

AH WANT YA
TA LEAVE ME BE,
WOMAN. RIPE ON BACK
TA TOWN. AH AIN'T IN
NEED A' CHARITY, CR
COMPANY FER THAT
MATTER.

I HAD A POG
ONCE ANDP HE'D ALWAYS
THREATEN TO BITE ME, BUT
A HE NEVER PIP. HE'D SEEN A
& ROUGH TURN OR TWO, BUT
A ;r_'h‘l RN IN TIME I SOFTENEDR HIM

I'LL SEE
YOU ROUNP THE
HARDPWARE




BOY, WHUT HAPPENED MISTER
HERE? CLARKSON HAD A
FIRE IN HIS STORE.
SOME SAY THEM NEW

FELLAS ARE THE ONES
WHAT PONE IT.

¥ SURE H
AINTT BUT A
SHORT WALK

manan

I
HERERD
¥ - —

U F

I YOU SONS OF
BITCHES! T'LL
KILL ¥

THAT AIN'T
FROFPER OUTWARD
BEHAVIOR FER A
FUNERAL, MISS SANDPY,
YOU OUGHT KNOW
BETTER.




./ THE LORP
Y RAISESUSUP Y
| AND STRIKES US [




e e

MY MIND'S

MADPE UP. THAVE O
NO WAY OF LIVING LEFT
TO ME AND I'M NOT
WILLING TO STARVE
IN THE STREET.

wy !1.|-|21’

I AIN'T SEEN YOU HERE "AFORE, LEAVE OFF THE %
s LITTLE LAPY. WHAT SAY WE /NEW GIRL, CLEM, SHE
e GET ACQUAINTEDY AIN'T READPY FOR
: = — e YOUR LIKE.

A Lt
NO TIME LIKE

THE PRESENT FER NEW
EXPERIENCES.

COMEON, NIREW ccT AWAY FROM
DARLIN',.. THE FIRST ME! YOU NEED A
TIME'S ALWAYS THE POCTOR TO LOOK
BEST! AT THAT MISERABLE
BIT OF BACON YOU




INSULTIN' “
A PANGEROUS THING, B
MISSY!I T'M INCLINER B
TO KNOCK YER PAMN

NOW LOOK i
WHAT ¥A MAPE |
ME PO

SOMEBODY!
PLEASE!




OFPEN UP,
MISTER HILLWI!
IT'S ME, SANDY
CLARKSOM!

" I'M SORRY
TO COMEBY S0

Lot

LATE, T JUST PIPN'T
KNOW WHERE ELSE

PAMMIT!
YOU CAN'T TURN
ME OUT!







HEY, WHY AREN'T YOU

SPEAKING WITH ME? DID . .

I PO SOMETHING /b AM TRYIN
WRONG?

TA DO IS STAY PR
AWAY, BUT YA CAN'T Julille _ oS
LET THAT HAPPEN, _ *ﬂ '




I PON'T
UNPERSTAND... SOMEBODY

ALWAYS NEEDS HELF,
AN' OFFERS MET WITH
ACTION LEADS TA

YOU AN’ YER DAMN i : Y 'ROUND HOPIN'
MANNERS AND POLITENESS / [ THAT AH'LL TAKE
SEEKIN' ME OUT IN THE PEAP ; J MATTERS INTO MUH

OF NIGHT, BRINGIN' SEX AND \ g CWN HANDS AND SEE
PIES NOBODY WANTS! AH AIN'T | £ B TO IT THOSE TOWN
CFFERIN' SAFETY FROM THAT | : : BULLIES GIT THER

WHICH YA GOT MIXED LP IN! . e, COMELPPANCE!

FOR MATTERS OF REVENGE.
MY PADPDY'S GONE AND
THERE'S NOTHING THAT CAN
BE PONE ABOUT IT! THE LORT
WILL SORET THOSE MEN OUT
IM HIS OWN TIAME,

THAT'S RIGHT,
ANDP AH SURE AS
§ HELL AIN'T SET ON THE
MIND OF PleaIN UP

THE PAST TA SEE TO :
IT THE OLD MAN AH SURE AS HELL

o g AIN'T INTERESTEF IN Y
RESTS INPEACE. . +akiN' YOU IN AS FRIEND |
OR WIFE, SO BEST YOU
GIT ON THE HELL BACK
FROM WHENCE
YA CAME!

WHY ARE YOU S0 CRUEL? WHAT KIND OF LIFE MOLDED THE SOLR I WAS WRONG
SON OF A BITCH THAT WOLLD TURN OUT AN INNOCENT GIRL ABOUT YOU
WHOSE ONLY INTENT WAS TO FIND A WARM BER AND A GENTLE ;
TOUCH TO EASE HER TROUBLED MIND?

I'M NOT PLACING ON YOU THE BURTVEN OF HOPFE
WHEN MY SURVIVAL IS PREPICATER ON LETTING UNWASHED
COWBOYS RIPE ME FOR A DPOLLAR. I CAN FACE THAT
FATE ON MY OWN WITHOUT YOUR HELFP!

1-
i g

£

My
.*r

&) R

- e R s U

Go0oP! A
THEN 60 ON
AND FACE IT LIKE
THE WHORE YA
ARE!




'i _.
YOLU PRESS ME “
TA ACTION AGAINST

MUH WILL. SET A
\\ BUSH TA BLRNIN',
\_H_I:JH":-' DON'T YA? 4

i

i y I
A )

THRCOUGH MANNER

\} | B TA FLAUNTIN' THE HORRORS
i) ") s - A’ SIMPLE FOLK JEST TRYIN'
0 S ) 1t

TA LIWVE PEACEFUL IN THE
COMPANY &' COWARDS
. AN’ KILLERS. _f

Y THIS IS YER
{ WORTD SCRIBETD BY
MEN TEACHIN' EYE

! FER AN EYE AN’
| B THE LIKE!

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR ANP THOU
SHALL NOT KILL STANP AT OUVPS
WITH EACH OTHER AN’ YA FREFER AH
TAKE UP THE WORK OF YEE ANGELS

WHO AIN'T BUT ASSASSINGS
: WITH WINGS!

AND WHEN
JUPGMENT DAY COMES,
YA'LL PUT THESE PEEPS IN
SHADPOW AN CONTPEMN ME
NONETHELESS AS A KILLER
ANT A SINNER.

\
{ |

%,

|
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UP ON YONPER HILL
SLEEPIN' PEACEFUL WITH
HER KIN. FREAK ACCIPENT

THEY CALLEPR IT, BUT
WE ALL SUSPFECT
OTHERWISE.

YA COULDPNT
LEAVE IT BE,
COULD YAT

s MARK THAT AS '

Y MUH MISTAKE AS NOT TA
RECOGNIZE THE TRAFP YER &aOD

LAY BEFORE ME. YA KNOW

AH TRIED, AN’ REPENTANT AS
AH MAY BE, HE STILL FELT

MOVED TA TAKE YA BY
VIOLENCE.

-
.

e

HEY BOY,
AH'M LOOQKIN
FER MISS--

COMIN' TA ME
WITH PIE AN" SINS A’ THE
FLESH. COMIN TA ME WITH
THE PROMISE OF COMFORT
WHEN AH ALREADY BURIED
MORE LOVERS THAN AH
CARE TA REFLECT ON.

% W  GENTLE AN’ '
RenY FRKEASONABLE, THEY WRU&
ﬁ { CALL THE LORD. THAT'S [ iy
-\.: “;‘l“' ‘:#'\- JEET EE‘:&U5E '.I.‘l'rE":fII ::;1':""-": ; '
RN Ha,:; PON'T KNOW HIM 4N
N LIKE AHDO. & .

l'q.'b:-

WREATH AN’
VENGEANCE. FLOOPS
\ AN’ SALT. LAMB'S
b o BLOOD AN’ SACRIFICIN
. FIRST BORN SONS...
THAT'S HIS STOCK

AN' TRADPE.




y MISTER HILLWIS, SEEMS

| ARE YOU PREUNKT WHAT OBVIOUS HE
j ARE YA POIN WITH INTENP'S TA--
i THEM IRONST

[ NAME AIN'T

L HILLWIG.

; :-DMAH WOODSON HEX, %8

[ THE MAN WHAT DANGLES

FROM STRINGS THAT
REACH TA THE HEAVENS
GRASPED IN HANDS AS
CRUEL AS ANY CAN
IMAGINE,

¥ THE BLOCPD A' TWO

INNOCENT PECPLE ON
YER HANDPS AN’ AH'M

| HERE TA EVEN THE SCORE

ON BEHALF A" SALLY
AN JAMES,
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HE HARPEST THING A MAN CANPO IN N
THIS LIFE IS CHANGE HIS WAYS, IN THE
PAYS GONE BY, A MAN COLLP REINVENT o,
HIMSELF THROLUIGH NEW SURROLINPINGS |/
ANP FOLK THAT NEITHER KNOW NOR [/
~~- . CARE ABOUT HIS FAST. 3 e

4

- i, IS

o - "
r_..-*" FOR TOMAH HEX, ™
| ESCARPING THE PAST IS
E-Aﬁ USELESS AS TEYING ‘{J
. N TO OUTELN HIS OWN -
N e i SHAPOW. __"."“‘"..
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